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ybai, on Sunday, tho Sth instant, 
F. Navin May, of a daughter. 


At Sh: 
the wife of 
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NOTICE. 


(WHE. Interest and Responsibility of Mr. 
Ts. . 8. GUBBAY, in our Firm, ceased on 
ihe diet December, 1877. 


© DAVID SASSOON, SONS & Co. 
18my 90 Shanghai, 11th May, 1878. 
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| Mr. Srwanp's memorandum on tho 
Currency of China is a well compiled 
document, and affords much iuform- 
| ation which will be new even for those 
who have bad practical experience of 
extraordinary and complicated 
monetary system which prevails i 

Empire. Commencing with a 
the copper currency, be shows how the 
exigencies and economic iguorance of 
the Government has resulted in a state 
of utter confusion, so that the rotual 






__|and nominal value of the cash, really 


the only coin in China, varies from 
place to place and from time to time in 


| tho most capricious and extraordinary 


manner. As if to afford « standing 
memento of the incompetence of the 
Government to comprehend the simplest 








rules of national finance, we have to 
look to Peking itself for the moat 
extreme example of what perpetual 
intermeddling oan effect. In most 
parts of China remote from the oapital, 
the copper cash currency comes to a 
sort of average level. We do not 
notice mach difference between a string 
of cash at Canton, at Shanghai, or at 
Hankow, though differences as to the, 
number of debased cash permitted by 
custom to be placed in each string do 
exist. In the North where Govern- 
ment interference has been closer, we 
find variation between even adjacent 
towns in the number and quality of 
cash reckoned iu a f'iao, Thus, at 
Peking, from the effects of one attempt 
after another to debaso the currency 
the cash of account has come to mean 
a very different thing from the actual 
coin, and it sometimes requires 16,000 
nominal cash to purchase a tacl of 
silver. At Tientsin, the degeneration 
of the ourrency has resulted in a nom- 
inal t'iao ednsisting of 500 cash, each 
coin being counted as two, But in 
addition to this, local custom takes off 
twelve cash more, two for each hundred, 
and an odd two for the string. East+ 
ward of Tientsin the fiao becomes 
still farther reduced to 333 cash. 

‘Mr. Seward has collected all the in- 
formation lable with regard to 
sycee silver, and it is not to be won 
dered at, secing the utter want of any 
definite standard in the Empire, that 
fluctuation of the same nature as in 
the cash currency should be found here 
likewise. ‘The variations, thongh suf. 
ficiently troublesome and apparently 
introduced to facilitate the process of 
squeezing, #0 dear to the Chinese as a 
race, aro however here loss marked, aud 
the exigencies of trade have caused them 
to be better known and more strictly 
observed. We may, perbaps, suggest 
an additional reason, aud that is that 
the Government of China bes never 
been able to manipulate for its own 
purposes the silver of tho State. Al- 
though under official sanction, the local 
Keung-kus are worked by private hands, 
and the necessity of honesty hence 
becomes the best guarantee for the 
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average ont-turn of sycee bearing the 





TELEGRAMS. 
(Supplied to the “W.-C. Daily News.) 
London, 2nd May. 
Sixty officers and six hundred men of tho 
Russian navy have arrived at Maine, United 
States of America, and it is believed that 
thoy aro destined for privateers. 
‘rd May. 
is expected thal, in tho event of war, 
ingue lotters of marque in the 
United States. 
Fonian Agents are active in the United 
States. 


5th May. 
Servia is increasing her armaments. 
* The President of the Council of State at 
Constantinople has declared that in the 
‘event of war Turkey will observe neutrality. 

‘The Russians have occupied Pravadi on 
the Varna and Rustchuk Railway, and 
have cut off all communication between 
‘Varna and Shumla, of which places together 
with Batoum they aro urging the surrender. 

6th May. 
‘The Russian Ambassador in London 
(Count Schouvaloff) has gone to St. 
Petersburg on a mission of importance. 

In reply to questions in the House of 
Commons, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
said that active negotiations wero proceeding 
between Russia and England, and that 
under present circumstances the discussion 
of the situation in Parliament would be 
injecoen, With to the despatch of 
an Expeditionary Force d 
Government had resolved on the step some 
time ago, but did not think it necessary to 
inform tho House. 


various Kung-ku marks. As an in- 
stance of the fluctuating value of the 
tael, wo may notice the difference 
betwoon porte so near as Shanghai and 
Chinkiang, whero, in ordinary account, 
106 Shanghai aro taken as tho oquiv- 
alent of 100 Chinkiang tacls. Acoord- 
ing to the rates fixed for payment of 
duties at the foreign Customs, the 
Chinkiang tael should turn ont nearly 
one por mil, better than this, or equal 
to 1.069 Shanghai tacls. So, again, the 
Knping,ortroasury tael, differs from the 
Haikwan, or Customs tael, andthis by no 
regular amount but by differences which 
aro irregular and seemingly only con- 
trolled by local custom. All these 
irrogularition in the long ran affect the 
general course of trade, bat it is 
noteworthy how much superior is the 
silver currency which has remained in 
private hands to the coinage of the 
country, when the Govornment has had 
its fall fling. ‘This latter fact has 
straok many of those who, from abstract 
principles of what is best, would desire 
to eee a uniform onrrency established. 
























































7th May. 
Many of the most zealous advocates of} The Russians offer to retire to a straight 
an amended currency in China have | line between h (7) and Adrianople, 


if the British Squadron withdraws. 
‘The insurrectionary movement in Rou- 
melia increases. 
8th May. 


Negotiations are becoming more active, 
and hopes of an issue favourable to peace 
are increasing. 

In a specch at Oxford, Sir Stafford 
Northcote, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
expressed the hope that the end of the 
dificulty was approached. 


The place mentioned in the Teleyramof 7th 
May, as Dedeayatoh is evidently Dedeagatch, 
the termination of the Adrianople Kailteay, 
on the South Coast of Rowmelia, abort 9 miles 
beyond the mouth of the Maritza River. 

We are enabled to give the following 
particulars of the new Chinese Loan. It 
is for Haiqwan Tacls 3,500,000 in all, of 
which the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank- 
ing Corporation lend 1,500,000; the balance 
being subscribed chiefly by Chinese at 
Shanghai and Ningpo. ‘The loan is to be 
sanctioned by Imperial decree, and is to be 
repaid in three years, by six equal half- 
yearly instalments, security being deposited 
with the bank in the shape of Customs 
Bonds.—It is understood that the money 
is wanted by General Tso Tsung-tang, to 
meet the requirements of his army. 

At a special general meeting of share- 
holders in the Yangtsze Insurance Associa- 
tion, held Tuesday, at the offices of the 
agents, Messrs. Russell & Co., the accounts 
were presented for the fiscal year ending 


sought for some solution of the best 
means of introducing it. With a weak 
and ignorant Government, like that of 
China, the temptation to debase the 
currency is likely to prove in the future, 
as in the past, too powerful for men to 
whom the first principles of political 
economy aro a mystery; and before 
taking any active steps towards urging 
on the Central Government the estab- 
lishment of a Mint, we may pause to 
enquire what are the guarantees that, 
after its establishment, it may not be 
found to have led to worse irregularities. 
For our own part, duly weighing tho 
two probabilities, we feel ourselves 
somewhat in the position of the Cham. 
ber of Commerce. We acknowledgo 
the evil, but as yet we have not seen 
that any scheme proposed affords the 
requisite guaranteo that a currency 
started, under the authority of the 
Government at Poking, would not in a 
fow years be degraded, so as to render 
tho new system more unbearable than 
tho old, where self-interest affords some 
security for honesty. 














Summary of Hews. 





pst ‘Ts, 265, 

year, a rosult whi 
mistances, the Directors 
very satisfactory. ‘Ths. 79,914 had been paid 
on acconnt of losses, and further claims to 
the amount of about ‘ls. 10,000 were pend- 
ing. Tis. 90,000 had been absorbed for 
interest on Sharcholders’ capital at the rate 


















ai ith March, 
arrived yesterday, by the P. & O. str. 
Lombardy. 

A mail leaves for Europe to-morrow, by 
the P. & O. str. Guoalior. 











of fifteen per cent., and a return of twonty- 
five per cent. on net premia contributed 
had been divided among policy-holders. 
The Association is now completely 10- 
organised under the now Articles of Agreo- 
ment of 1877, and rogular dividends are 
honcoforward payable in July and January 
of each year. ‘The Accounts wore formally 
adopted, and tho Directors were thanked 
for the care and ability with which they 
had re-organisod the Association. 

The annual meeting of the Cricket Club 
was held Tuesday evening at the i 
Club, under the presidency of Mr. R. D. 
Starkey. There was a fair attendance. 
The accounts showed a credit balance for 
the past year of Tls. 349.83. Mr. C. Lucas 
was chosen president, to fill tho vacancy 
caused by the departure for home of Mr. 
F. H. Bell, to whom a vote of thanks was 
recorded ; and Sir W. Johnston, Messrs. 
J. B. Manson, J. F. Holliday, R. D. 
Starkey, H. Moore, and R. H. Percival 
were elected a Committeo for the ensuing 
year.—A proposal to admit members to tho 
Club, to play at Lawn Tennis only, at 





a reduced subscription, did not find a 
soconder. 
‘The only matter to notice in the Muni- 


cipal Council minutos we publish on 
another page, is a potition from natives con- 
nected with charitable institutions in the 
City, asking the Council to authorise a tax 
on tea and samshoo shops, theatres, &c., 
in the Settlement, the fund so derived to 
be givon to the Famine Relief Fund.—Tho 
Council declined to accedo to the petition, 
but suggested that if the places of entertain- 
ment named chose to raiso their charges, 
and give the difference to the Famino Fund, 
they (the Council) would not interfere. 

‘A general meeting of mombers of the 
North-Chiua Branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society is callod for Tuesday next, when 
the following papers will be read :—Ist, 
“Sunspots and Sunshadows observed in 
China, B.C. 28 to A.D. 1617,” by Alex. 
Hosie, M.A., of H.B.M.'s China Consular 
Service; and 2nd, ‘The Comparative 
Study of Chinese Dialects,” by E. F. Parker. 

The first meeting of the creditors of 
Edward Jonner Hogg was held yosterday 
at H.B.M,'s Supreme Court. After several 
debts had been proved, Mr. A. A. Krauss 
was appointed Trustee, with Messrs. H. 
Vinay and A. G. T. Cumine a Committe 
of Inspection; and the public examination 
of the bankrupt was fixed for the 12th June. 

The fourth annual Flower Show will 
be held in the Consular Grounds on 
Tuesday and Wednesday next, weather 
and circumstances permitting. As to the 
former, it is to be hoped the Show will be 
favoured with a better time than on the 
last occasion, when, on the first. day espe- 
cially, everything was swamped with rain. 
Owing to the exertions of the Committee 
(Messrs. F. Forbes, T. Rothwell, J. 
Wilson, hers, and A. R. Burkill), and. 
their excellent Hon, Secretary, Mr. W. H. 
‘Tapp, we believe that arrangements aro 
already well forward, and amore than over 
successful Show is looked for. It is hoped 
that many Chinese floriculturists and 
market gardeners will come forward and 
help fill the stands—the more the better, 
and all will be welcome. The schedule 
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contains 112 classes of Flowers, Fruits, and 
‘Vegetables ; but we do not see any special 
classes set apart for Chinese market- 
gardeners, which surely is desirable if it is 
wished to improve the quality of the 
vegotablos and fruits brought to our tables. 

‘On anothor pago wo publish oxtracts 
from lottors, rospocting the famine in the 
North, writton by tho Catholic Missionaries 
in Shonsi and Honan. The letturs are not 
of very rocent date, but wo print then 
‘as being confirmatory of those we have 
previously published, showing the wide 
extent of and horrible sufferings entailed 
by this dire affliction, the end of which 
no man yet can seo. 

A furthor list of subscriptions to the 
China Famine Relicf Fund has been pub- 
lished. It includes a donation from Hong- 
kong, of Tis. 3,000; two from London 
(Uth and 12th) of Tis. 5,000 and Tis. 6,000 
respectively ; and others from Foochow, 
Kiukiang, Penang and Chefoo, &., 
amounting altogether to Tls. 15,978.02; 
and bringing up the total to date, to 
‘Tis. 94,986.66. The balance in hands of 
‘Treasurer is Tls. 21,656.33. 

‘The Spring Regatta of the Shanghai 
Rowing Club was held Thursday, the races 
being pulled over the usual mile course on 
tho river Hwangpoo. It was a spirited 
“‘little-go,” and attracted numerous spec- 
tators, the river being dotted with craft of 
all sizes, Wo givo a roport elsewhere. 

‘Tho fortnightly entertainment, in con- 
nection with tho Temporanc«: Society, was 
held at tho Hall in the Nanking road on 
Saturday evening, and was as usual numer- 
ously attended. Mr. C. P. Blethon occu- 
pied the chair. The programmo included 
the customary features of songs, readings, 
&c.; an instructive address being given by 
the Rev. Dr, Nelson, D.D. 

A correspondent, who signs himeclf “A 
Guild Ignorer,” points out the uselessness 
of “asking” the Tea Guild to cede the 
allowance of one pound in 28lb., and men- 
tions that in one of the Southern ports, 
the practice is already in operation.— 
The port alluded to is Amoy, where the 
one pound tare is a settled question. As 
in the present instance in Shanghai, 
the teamen wore asked to make the allow- 
ance, and refused. The merchants held 
@ meeting, and, acting upon a decision 
arrived at, told the teamen the terms on 
which they were prepared in future to buy. 
The teamen, seeing that further obstruc- 
tion would be useless, at once accepted the 
position and yielded—as they will do at 
Hankow, if the same united action be 
brought forcibly to bear upon them. 

Another correspondent says:—I have 
read with much interest your leading article 
in which you remark upon the attitude taken 
by the Government of China towards the 
establishment of a mint and a system of 
cvinage for this Empire, and contraat it with 
other supposed action of theirs taken ten 
years ago. Please allow me to say that you 
have, in common with many others, fallon 
into an error in your quotation of a clauso 
of tho “Supplementary Treaty between 
tho United States and China,” there being 
no such roference to a unity of money and 
weights and measures in that agreement as 
finally signed and ratified, as quoted by 
you. I believe such @ stipulation was 























made, in the first draft of the Treaty in 
question, but it was not agreed to, and 
finds no place in the authorised text of that 
document. I am aware that your quota- 
tion is generally supposed to form Article 
7 of the “ Burlingame Treaty,” but a ref- 
‘orenco to the Inte Mr. Mayora’s compilation 
of “Treaties betwoon the Empiro of China 
and Foreign Powers,” pp. 93 and 4, 
where the official vorsion is given, will show 
how erroneous that supposition is. I am 
confident you will be glad to have your 
attention called to a very common mis- 
apprehension in regard to the Treaty in 
question.” 

Apropos of tho necessity for the con- 
sorvancy of tho Hwangpoo, we print on 
another page, a memorial, written three 
hundred years ago, by a native statesman, 
Haijui, describing the moasures taken by 
him for the conservation of the Woosung 
river, which has a peculiar interost 
at this juncture, as showing that it 
has not always been the case that 
Chinese officials have failed to conserve the 
watercourses of the Empire or to combine 
measures of famine relief therewith by 
“demanding from the recipients a certain 
amount of labour,” as eloquently urged on 
the attention of the Emperor by the Censor 
Peng She-chang in his memorial reported 
inthe Peking Gazette of the 25th March. 
‘The statesman Haijui, according to the me- 
morial in question, adopted this very plan, 
for he gave relief to millions of famine 
sufferers in the neighbourhood of Shanghai, 
but required them to deepen the channol 
of the Woosung river, paying them accord- 
ing to work done out of Government funds 
and rice charitably subscribed by a private 
individual. The work of clearing away 
the accumulated silt from the bed of the 
Woosung river, he says, should not be de- 
layed a single day ; and, morothan that, he 
says he actually commenced the work. 
Ho very properly says that keeping open 
communication by the Woosung river is 
necessary for the finances of the Empire, 
and if 80 300 years ago, how much more 
now since the opening of the port of 
Shanghai to foreign trade and the collection 
ofa large revenue from this trade in con- 
sequence? The memorial is written in view 
of the recurrence of devastating floods, but 
it is very interesting in many respects, and 
shows among other things the price of rice 
at that time.—The memorialist, who rose 
rapidly to somo of the highest offices in the 
Empire, was, Mr. Mayers informs us in his 
Manual, a native of Hainan, who died in 
1587, and was famous for his learning and 
probity as well as fur the freedom with 
which he remonstrated with the Emperor, 
which led to his being temporarily degraded 
and imprisoned. He took a deep interest 
in the affairs of his native island and wrote 
on the measures to be adopted for subjuga- 
ting the savages there. It is much to be 
regretted that there are not more statesmen 
of his stamp to direct affairs in China at 
tho present time. 

There is hope now that what is left of the 
late Woosung Railway plant will be put to 
some useful purpose. ‘The Fovchore Herald 
saya the “balance” of the plant has been 
shipped from the Mamoi Arsenal to Takao, 
with what intention has not transpired ; but 
as 9 railway betwoen Takao and Taiwan has 








been spoken of for some time past, perhaps, 
says tho Herald, it is about to become an 
accomplished fact. 

‘The Peking Gazette of tho 7th April con- 
tains a decrco ordaining, as an act of special 
grace, that the penalty of dismissal, rocom- 
monded by tho Imperial Clan Conrt, the 








aro given, shall 
n of rank, with 
permission to retain their posts.—Princo 
Kung, though still spared as head of the 
Tsung-li Yamén, will no doubt fecl most 
keenly his degradation from the high rank 
he has previously held ; but the whole thing 
ought to be regarded by the Prince and his 
copartners in misfortune as the silly act of 
acouple of half-demented old women. 

Elsewhere wo publish a. communication 
to Messrs. Sicmssen & Co., from Mr. 
William Jameson, of Nicouarersx, giving 
news of tho discovory of the schooner 
Nellic, which sailed from Chefoo, in the 
year 1876, for the Shantar Islands, and 
was not afterwards heard of until she was 
found by Captain Hutchinson, of the whaling 
schooner Hannah Rice, under the painful 
circumstances detailed. Her crew, consist- 
ing of the master, Thomas Thompson, a 
man known as Brown, and two Chineso, 
had all died of scurvy, after reaching their 
destination, and the schooner was found, 
apparently intact, after so many months 
(for no mention is made of injury to her), 
bearing her ghastly load in silence and 
solitude. The mind fails to conceive to 
the full extent what the dreadful sufferings 
of the crew were; but it might be asked 
why should so distant and perilous » 
voyage have been undertaken in the fall of 
the year, in a vessel seemingly so insufi- 
ciently manned? The only answer is that 
it must have beon due to that spirit of 
enterprise which actuates the pionoers of 
commerce in all parts of the world.—Since 
writing the above, we have been informed 
that Brown built the schooner at Chefoo, 
in 1875 and 1876. Before that time, it is 
said, he was in the employ of Messrs, T. T. 
Fergusson & Co., of that port. 

‘There will be found on another page an 
item of news from Corea, from our wel 
known correspondent, ‘‘Philo-Coreanus, 
which it behoves the French authorities to 
consider and act upon quickly, the infurma- 
tion having been received direct from Corea 
and from a most reliable source. It is to 
the effect that Monsigneur Ridel (who, 
with two others, escaped from the massacre 
there in 1865-66), has been made a prisoner 
in the capital, where he had been residing 
incog. for some months. ‘The capture was 
effected on the 28th January, but up to the 
25th March the Monsigneur was still alive, 
though confined in the city prison. The 
miseries endured in such a place, we pre- 
sume, are not less than are to be witnessed 
daily in Chineso prisons. ‘There are four 
or moro other French priests in the country, 
and our correspondent surmises that if 
something is not done iminediutoly to save 
them, their lives will be sacrificed. Ho 
suggests that a gunboat or two should be 
despatched to demand the rendition of the 
prisoner or prisoners ; and offers, should it 
be necessary, to subscribe $500 towards the 
expenses. Horiy 
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Editorial Selections. 








EDUCATION IN SHANGHAI. 
In one respect Shanghai stands in an 
unenviable contrast with other English 
communities in tho East. Wo have 
perhaps boon a little too much addicted 
to speaking of oursolves as tho “ Model 
Settlement,” and have too readily 
‘000 ] the inference that we had 
little more to do to maintain our 
character than to bestir ourselves about 
what has become the crying evil of the 
place, the want of an English school. 
‘The necessity for such an institution 
has grown on us by steps eo small as 
to be imperceptible. At first, the 
community was young, rough and 
ready. Times were good, and after 
& few years the English resident, did 
he not succumb to the unfavourable 
conditions of the place, was able to go 
home, get married and raise a family in 
the midst of home conforts. It is 
ecarcely necessary to point out how 
changed are all these conditions. The 
local conditions have been so much 
improved that the climate of Shanghai 
bas been proved to be not inimical to 
Jong residence, and those who in former 
days would have hurried out of the 
place now remain, and to a great 
oxtont settle down. A few yoars ago, 
whon tho Public Gardon was first mado, 
tho community folt surpriso at tho 
numbor of infants who thoro found a 
breathing placo; now many of thoso 
infants havo developed into children, a 
great proportion of whom their parents 
aro unable to gend to Europe for 
education. Many, too, finding no in- 
jurious effect to the children from the 
climate, naturally prefer to keep them 
near them till the exigencies of com- 
ploting their education necessitate their 
departure. It is scarcely creditable to 
tho community that, for the education 
of their children, not an English school 
exists. If we look to Hongkong or 
Singapore, we shall find more strenuous 
efforts made for the education of youth. 
Yokobama, of more modern date than 
Shanghai, and with a much less nnmber 
of English residents, bas established a 
school, but Shanghai has as yot taken 
nostep. Yet, the English community of 
Shanghai is little inferior in numbers to 
that at Hongkong, and certainly exceeds 
the other two places named. Some 
years ago, the Church Missionary 
Society did establish the Anglo-Chinese 
schoo), an admirable institution, and one 
of which we have often had occasion to 
spoak with approval. The aim of the 
school‘has been, however, rather to teach 
tho English language and literature to 
Chinese children than to take up the 
education of the children of English 
residents. In Hongkew, through tho 
liberality of Mr. Hanbury, a school was 
started for Eurasian children; but un- 
fortunately the name first given it, 
casting as it did obloquy on tho 
children attending it, was found serious- 
ly to interfere with its usefulness; and 
fow paronts of children who wished to 








advance them in life cared to bave their 
self-respect injared by their acceptance 
of a title conferring a certain amount of 
opprobrium. The usofalness of tho 
school bas been considerably hamporod, 
there is no doubt, by this somowhnt 
sontimontal objection, as alro by tho 
idea convoyed that tho institution was 
moro or leas of a “charity school.” 
Still it has done good service, and we 
believe if it wore somewhat changed and 
brought into accord with a goueral 
scheme, it would do good service in the 
way of affording good preliminary 
training in those cases where parents 
are not in a position to afford it at 
home. So,too,the Anglo-Chinese School 
affords a pattern for middle education, 
and the system adopted there of 
separating religious and secular educa. 
tion would afford a safe basis for th 
establishment of a first rate public 
school for the education of English 
speaking children. Looking at tho 
financial considerations of the question, 
wo seo no great difficulty. We believe 
that the community would need to find 
& suitable site and school buildings, for 
private enterprise cannot be expected 
to undertake this portion ; but beyond 
this thero is no reason why the institu- 
tion shonld not be self-supporting. We 
believe that the Anglo-Chinese and 
the Hongkow schools are both con- 
ducted without calling on external 
sources for contributions, and wo havo 
little doubt that a thoroughly good 
English public school would eventually 
bo found self-supporting. At the samo 
time wo think that the education of 
youth is one of the most legitimate 
‘charges on public revenues, and that 
the community would willingly make 
good any deficit should it be found 
necessary. 
























SUPERSESSION. 


Ir thero is one subject more than 
another on which the foreign residents 
in Shanghai plume themselves, it is 
their exemption from all rale and 
authority, The Shanghailander is not 
as other men are. The rest of tho 
human race are subject to some known 
form of Government, but it i. the 
glory of Shanghai that it is a cosmo- 
politan Settlement, and that in a larger 
measure than in other places mon and 
women and children may bere do pretty 
much what each regards as right in his 
or ber own eyes. The marvel is that 
for a considerable number of years 
things bave gone on as well as they 
have, and that, considering the variety 
of incongruous elements here brought 
together, there should be so littlo irrita- 
tion and friction, and such a general 
smoothness in the motion of the social 
machinery. One of the causes which 
has contributed to keep matters going 
in this oddly constituted Society is un- 
doubtedly the institution of the painful, 
but necessary process of supersession. 
‘This bas over been one of the great 
safeguards of Shanghai; indeed, if it 
did not exist wo should find that chaos 





had come again, and that a state of 
absolute social anarchy prevailed. It 
very nearly reaches this point, and wo 
are often at a loss to know if the exiat- 
ing system will continue to exist, when 
suddenly tho disturbing eloment is 
made aonsiblo of the presonco of the 
mystorious and influontial powor which 
lives at tho baok of tho wildest apparent 
chaos—viz., the powor of suporsession. 
‘The unbearablo one is firmly, heavily, 
and publicly sat upon and the diffi- 
culty is 
of the social machine roll on again. 
It is difficult to say how the deter- 
mination to inflict the chastisement is 
resolved on. ‘There is a strange 
absence of any power of combination 
in Shanghai, and, as we have hinted, 
thore are absolutely no leaders. Ina 
Colony the influence of Government 
Honse is brought to bear on a social 
transgressor, and he is ostracised by 
exclusion from the inner circle. Here 
there is no inner circle and no possibility 
of the ostracising process being at- 
tempted, but the right of snpersession 
does away with the necessity of this 
pointed and damaging exclusion. Just at 
the right time, when the Bore or the 
Impostor thinks he will have it all his 
own way, a pressure is suddenly 
applied, either at public meeting or @ 
large dinner-party, tho aggressor i 
brought to his bearings and tho equil 
brium restored. Thoro is, of course, 
tu nspoot in which suporossion may 
bo viowod, which is not so ploasant to 
contemplate, It may bo regardod 
sometimes not as safeguard of oxisting 
institutions, but as an offensive and 
tyraunous development of the egotism 
of the individual. We bave many 
instances of this abuse of the only 
power wo have at our command to 
check objectionable persons and per- 
nioious plans, and this application of the 
process of supersession is to bo depre- 
cated. There can hardly be a strong 
Pablic Opinion, properly so-called, in a 
community like this ; but unfortunately 
there is much prejudice, and thero is 
consequently a tendency to run persons 
down, and to uso social advantages 
harshly at the bid of a knot of 
persons who have “a down,” as it is 
called, upon a particular individual. 
But to the credit of the community be 
it said, these attempts are never per- 
sisted in long. ‘The effort to enub 
a newcomer is never successful, 
if there is any stuff in the newcomer ; 
the English love of fairplay comes 
ont in a strong resistance to attempts 
at the process of supersession when 
the intended victim has only the venial 
faults natural to a stato of griffinhood. 
There is al a desire to stand up 
against anything like injustice, and a 
plucky defence is gonerally forthcom- 
ing against a mean attempt “to 
supersess ” a fresh arrival who, in tho 
language of the stable, might be charac 
terized as “a griffin aud likely.” 

It is when impunity and the weakness 
of the mass of humanity have allowed 
































@ bore to develope into a dictator, that 
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the final remedy for social nuisances in | to Queen Victoria the title of Empress, 


Shanghai is resorted to, and the effeotual 
method suddenly and sharply applied, 
to the great comfort, satisfaction and 
relief of the public in general. 








LORD BEACONSFIELD, 
Ir ie hardly possible to imagino a 
position moro peculiar than that which 
is held at this moment by the Earl of 
Bosconsfield. He has attained the 
‘moat influential office in England, at 
the most critical period of the century, 
without employing any of the arts by 
which statesmen in free constitutions 
usually attain eminence and power. 
In the race with the great Liberal chief 
he has been always at a disadvantage. 
Mr. Gladstone was educated at Eton, 
took a double first-class at Oxford, was 
found a seat in Parliament directly he 
was old enough to be returned, and was 
pushed forward by all the potent in- 
fluences that money and connection 
can exert, Lord Beaconsfield cannot 
with any propriety be described, as it 
was 01 fashion to describe him, 
as icitor’s clerk; but he was 
8 dependant on his own resources, 
and had none of the helps that a bril- 
liant College carcer and the aid of 
connection supply. He was a writer 
of novels, and every one who knows 
anything of the average English mind 
knows the absolute contempt for fiction 
writing which is one of its foundati 
prinoiplos. Tho distrust of ontertaiu- 
ing books, which is ono of tho rooted 
idons of tho family Briton, must hi 
mado tho romancoa of Disracli 
Fiblo pill for Philistine respeotabili 
to gulp. Ifa statesman writes at all, 
he should write something which no 
living being could read without snoring. 
To have published anything amusing 
was sufficient to condemn a man at 
} onoe, a8 an unsafo guide. Charles 
Kingsley was denied a D.C.L. by the 
University of Oxford, because he had 
written @ novel! Yot Disraeli, in 
spite of Coningsby and Alroy, became 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

We need not refer to the absurd dis. 
like to the present Premier on account 
of his race, for, in spite of the 
attempts of Mr. Thackeray to continue 
to the 19th contury the ignorant pre. 
judices of the Middle Ages, this ob- 
jection has uow no weight whatever 
excopt with narrow-minded ecclesias- 
ties, The question remains, however, 
and solution must be found for it, 
what has placed Lord Beaconsfield in 
his present position, and what has 
enabled him to rise superior to the 
extraordinary difficulties of bis origin ? 

Ist.—It may fairly be said that bo 
has taken a large view of the position 
of England. He looks at a map of the 
world oftener than at a map of the 
British Isles. The great flaw in bis 
rival’s policy was ite cramped parochi- 
lism. Lord Beaconsfield thinks and 
talke like s man who bas Imperi 
interests at heart. Nothing is easier 
than to ridicule the poliey which gave 























but we cannot doubt that this stroke 
indicated an appreciation of the situa- 
tion in Indis, and a thorough know- 
ledge of the Asiatic mind. When one 
of bis best charsoters, Fakredeen, in 
Tanored, says:—"Let the Queen of 
England collect a great fleet, let her 
stow away all ber troasure, bullion, 
gold plate, and precious arma; ‘te 
accompanied by all her court and chief 
people, and transfer the seat of her 
Empire from London to Delhi,”—bhe 
shows with wonderful insight bis ap- 
preciation of the trath that England 
has the wealth and power of Asia as @ 
reserved fund. Tho fantastic project 
is in harmony with the vague impulsive 
character into whose lips he pats the 
words, but there is underlying the fool- 
ish bravado the recognition of a great 
trath, All policy which is for the 
British Isles alone, and does not re- 
member our enormous Asiatic responsi- 
bilities, is shortsighted and partial. 
When we reflect that 190 millions of 
human beings acknowledge the sway of 
the British Crown in India, we should 
surely guide our policy and make war 
or consolidate peace with some refer- 
ence to the future and the interest of 
this vast dependency. 

2nd.—Besides the grasp of his mind 
and the comprebensiveness of his 
there are other considerations which 
must be remembered when we seek to 
account for his success. The great, 
characteristic which has boon seized 
hold of ns ® subject for attack, 











ia hia mystory. Tho carioaturist do. | 


lights to paint him as tho Sphinx, 
In this very reticence we see @ source 
of strength with Englishmen, There 
is no nation go difficalt to reach 
throngh the ears as the British nation. 
The most voluble and impassioned 
rhetorician of our day poured ont all 
his strongth in an attempt to secure the 
votes of a great manufactaring district, 
It is probable that the very attempt 
at “stomping” the country rained 
irretrievably his tottering chances of 
election. Job desired that his adver- 
sary had written e book. The Premier 
probably often wishes that the member 
for Greenwich would make a speech. 
Self-restraint and self-respect are really 
tho characteristics of Lord Beaconsfield. 
Though with considerable tact the 
Liberal party have contrived to throw 
on him the discredit of vanity 
and theatric effecta, wo fail to recall 
anything in the career of Lord Bea 
consfield which can be compared with 











Mr. Gladstone's tacit acceptance of his | li 


brother’s blasphemous speech at Liver- 


; nor can we remember in the varied | of 


career of Disraeli, anything like the 
‘pote of the woodeutter and the speech 
on receiving the deputations from the 
Mechanics’ Institute at Hawarden. In 
one of his criticisms on Virgil, Mr. 
Gladstone says—"Many a woman would 
stab herself for love, like Dido; but 
none, not even in France, with ber 
pomp and preparation.” We may turn 
the parable on the critic, and say that 





481 
many iateamon in Englandbareinjured 
their reputations and done their own 


fame to death, but none save Mr. 
Gladstone with euch studied parade and 
needless publicity of self-immolation. 
3rd.—There is s point which has 
always told in favour of Lord Bescons- 
ficld, and that is his choorful sympathy 
with youth and the aspirations of the 
young, In his early manhood, he was 
the head of the Young England party, 
and now, though over seventy years of 
age, ho ia fresh and genial, with the 
vivid imagination and tho warm 
iotism of # man of thirty. “Age 
cannot wither” him, and after long 
ears of any strife and a 
Miamander ceictoves amidet the raking 
fire of the hottest parliamentary war 
fare, his head is cool and bis hand 
firm—and we think there it 
that at last the country is givi 
not merely a numerical majority but a 
sympathetic support. Whether grati- 
tude and permanent fame will follow, 
will depend, as ever, on resulte, 














REVIEW. 
Reitways for 

Neo 2 with 
of the First Railway in 

Ghina, By Rrcuann O, 


Member and 
Iust.C.8, London: B.& F.N, 
Spon, 


It begins to be understood that railways 
upon the grand scale, such as aro suitable 
for links Botween great aggrogates of popl- 
lation, ‘aro not types to be imitated evory- 

ith trunk and branches of 







iko Groat Britain, with all 
iron ronda constructod upon ono pattorn, 
id-down to tho aamo gaugo, with much 
tho samo sort of rolling stock and fixed 
plant, and designed to be run and worked 
St a uniformly high rate of speed. Yot we 
find that the Seeeecopined 
outin pulated 
and isolated districts en Cnetructed 
wee ecuited to perform tho samo a ty. 
How much greater isthe anomaly when the 
‘countries, thinly populated everywhere, 

Eopire to tho pomeasionof linesashigas thous 
built in more wealthy regions! Cireum- 

to be sure, we in most cases 
Imposed Unita to the aa ome of 


designer, but in, tho tho typical . 
heavily motalled line, with its expensive 


high rate of speed, has 
view, and the result is that 





a country 











yy on guarntons has macho ansmer for 
is respect, expecially in India ; but states 
havo bocome tired of subyention, andthe 

stago of railway development: 
out the world will to dep. 
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prevailed. Mr. Rapier’s book is amply 
illustrated, and furnishes sets of estimates 
for different sizes of railways, with a variety 
of valuablo technical information. It con- 
eludes with an account of tho little pioneer 








railway in China, of whoso great success in 
respect to traflic, and misfortunes in respect 
to Mandarins, every one is aware. ‘The 


ine, however, served to show how cheaply 
a ay, with a trafic copscity not far 
short of an ordinary English line, can be 
built and equipped, while we may be sure 
that John Chinaman having had a ride ina 
railway carriage will not long be content 
with wheelbarrows and passage boats. 











@utports. 





HONGKONG. 

The China Mail leans that the P.M.S. 
City of Peking, which left Yokohama for 
Hongkong on'the 25th ultimo, had to'pnt 
back to Yokohama with a broken crank 
shaft, and was not expected to leave for 
Hongkong until tho 8h instant at tho 
earlicst.—A man has been charged on 
suspicion at the Polico Court with being 
concerned with others not in Gyo 
in an act of piracy and murder on the hig 
seas, on or about the 14th March last. Two 
men were killed and two seriously wounded, 
and o quantity of merchandize, besides 
about 6,000 tacls in silver, was stolen. ‘The 
‘cage was remanded.—Tho Mait learns from 

. the Hoppo Had left on a 

chow ; and from Macao 
that His Exeollency had arrived, with his 
suite, at the Holy City, and had taken a 
houso on the Praya Grande. Surely more 
amicable relations are now existing betweon 
the high officials of Portugal and China 
than have been known generally to obtain, 
—Tho Chineso crow of the Ocewnie, following 
tho oxamplo of thoso of the Gacli¢ and Nor- 
manby, havo subscribed 871 for tho benefit of 
tho sufforers by the Famine in the North. 
—The Victoria Recreation Club have had 
some aquatic sports, which went off very 
auccessfully.—The Daily Press says that the 
British barque Chocola, Captain Kennett, 
which has arrived at Hongkong from New- 
castlo, N.S, W., reports passing through tho 
fields ‘of pumice stono which have been 
reported by the steamer Pacific and other 
vessels, and in almost the samo latitude and 
longitude, plainly showing that an eruption 
or upheaval of considerable magnitude had 
taken place. The Captain obtained speci- 
mens of tho floating stone, which he brought 
to Hongkong.—A match has been rowed 
between two ten-oared cutters of the gun- 
vessels Growler amd Swinger. ‘Tho pulli 
appears to have been smart, from 34 to 40 
atrokes perminutehaving been accomplished 
—the Growlers pulling the higher number, 
the Swinyers reaching a steady 38. Tho 
Grovclers won by nearly half-a-mile, having 
kopt up their high pressuro till’ nearing 
home, 

‘Tho Daily Press says the Wei-yuons and 
gentry appointed on a committee by the 
Governor-General to ascertain the extent 
of the damago done by tho lato disastrous 
tornado at Canton havo presented their 
roport, from h it appears that the 
number of houses completely destroyed was 
2,312, and tho number of those more or less 
i 081. Of strects 115 suffered. 


























Pho uumber of boats wrecked was about 
200. 25 houses were totally destroyed by 
fire and othors partiatly #0. “It was found 


impossiblo to ascertain tho number 
oaths, but an estimate of over 10,000 is 
given.’ ‘The committeo havo not been able 
to form any estimatu of tho number of 
porsons injured, 











CaNTON, 

Tho last news I gavo you from Taing Yuen 
was that about 2,000 of the insurgente had 
been killed.:by tho Imperial troops from 
Canton, A {few days ago theleader waa cap- 





| 2,000 plants wero on a 


tured with some ten of his chief supporters. 
‘Thoy -aro now in tho magistrate'’s yamén 
awaiting their trial, and quietness has been 
restored in the district. 

‘An internecine foud is being fought ont 
by soveral_villago communities in. tho 
district of Tung Kun. ‘Tho caus of tho 
quarrol is the disputed ownership of a pioce 
of ground, supposed to be a burial ground, 
which the people of Kin Shan village 
claim was formerly presented to them by 
those of Chia Nu village. The latter 
deny the gift, and hence the quarrel, which 


are to settle by an appeal to 
fore "The villagers of Kia Sune Nam 
Sha, Sai Fu, Sue Nam, on the one side, and 


those of Cha Un and Wan Tong on the 
other, are the combatants. Fighting has 
been going on for the last two weeks, and 
it is said that a number of them have been 
wounded on either side and that several 
havo been killed. The mandarins of the 
district have been trying to put a stop to 
the disturbance but without success. Peo- 
ple belonging to the villages concerned are 
being recalled by their friends to join in 
the combat.—Daily Press Corresponitent. 
May Ist. 


The China Mail says its advices from 
Canton regarding the rebellious fiasco in 
tho Tsing Yuen district shows that, the 
disturbanco was but transitory. Ou Tsan- 
hi and others, who were the leaders, havo 
boon captured, and havo confessed before the 
Namhoi Magistrate all they did and intended 
todo. They were in prison awaiting trial 
by the Viceroy and Licutenant-Governor. 





FOOCHO! 

The Herald says something altogether 
unusual must bo on the eve of execution in 
Formosa. ‘Tho balanco, of plant forming 
fart, of that short-lived undertaking, ‘the 
Woosnng Railway, has, it is understood, 
been shipped from’ the Mamoi Arsenal to 
Takao; but whether it is destined to 
Accorato the muddy shore of that un- 
interesting fishing village, or to fulfil a 
more useful purpose on ‘terra firma, aro 
points in regard to which a considerablo 
uncertainty must exist, A railway betweon 
‘Takao and Taiwan has been spoken of for 
some time past ; perhaps it is about to be- 
come an accomplished fact.—From the 
lower tea districts, tho Herald learns that 
the crop is expected to be a very full one, 
though nothing reliable is at present known 








ing, but only a few bona fide musters have 
been shewn,—Several cargoes of Keclung 
coal have boon brought to port by Arsenal 
gunboats during tho past fortnight, and 
more consignments are ex] Tn’ fact, 
this particular branch of the local carrying 
trade appears to have devolved with a great 
degree of regularity on the com- 
rising the Mamoi Arsenal squadron. 
e vessels in question aro assuredly the 
most costly coal barges aflont.—The Herald 
understands that the four alphabetical 
yunboats left Pagoda Anchorage, for 
“ientsin, on the 30th ultimo. ‘Those vessels 
will, it is thought, romain in the North, 
where they may possibly be of more service 
than they hitherto have been to their 
enterprising and self-sufticiont ownera.— 
The first exhibition of the Foochow 
Horticultural Society has been held. For 
a maiden eff undoubtedly a sue- 
public-spirited promoters are 
fairly entitled to congratulations, Over 
yw, and many more 
wero exchided from tho competition, owing 
to a want of punctuality on tho part of tho 
intending exhibitors. Some fine vegetables 
wore shown.—A destructive fire took place 
in the city on the evening of the 26th 
ultimo. It originated, it is said, in 
cook-house of a small dwelling, and spread 
with great rapidity, owing to the high 
wind which prevailed. Over 200 houses 


















wore destroyed, but the loss of merchandize | 





was comparatively small. 





HOG. 


‘Tho News says the shipping trade has 
been tnnsually active in Kobe lately, more 
forvign ships having boon acen in port for 
tho last fow wooks than at any previous 
perivd we can recolloct for sumo yoars, As 
4 specimen of what may bo dono here when 
Aespatch is nocossary, we may mention 
that the steamer Afghan, intended to 
compete in the tea race from China, finished 
hor loading here on the 26th ult., taking 
in on that day over 1,000 tons of cargo.— 
‘The “Jack o'Lanterns” have given a 
fancy dress ball to the ladies of Kobo, 





which was, perhaps, says the News, the 
most successful thing of the kind ever 
given at Kobe. Lady Parkes was among 


the guests.—The members of the Kobe 
Regatta and Athletic Club held their 
annual meeting for Athletic Sports on the 
26th alt there seems to hat 
some good running and jumping.—Hiogo 
has been visited by a smart shock of earth- 
quake, 











YOKOHAMA. 

‘The Gazette says during the week ending 
the 27th April, sundry parcels of new crop 
teas arrived in Yokohama, finding pur- 
chasers at from $60 to $56 per picul. On 
the 27th, a steamer from Shidzuoka, in tho 
peer of Suruga, arrived with three 

undred packages, equal to about 180 
piculs.—Our readers will remember the 
sensation of horror caused in Hongkong 
and the Far East, at the close of 1876, hy 
the cruelties perpetrated by ‘Thomas 
Peabody, the master of the C. 0. Whitmore, 
and Snow and Stafford, his first and secon 
officers, upon the crow of that vessel durin, 
the voyage from South Wales to China. It 
will not be forgotten how they slowly did to 
death James ‘Ellwood, ‘once an officer of tho 
vessel but soon disrated by the master on 
the alleged score of incompetence, but ap- 
parently because he was not sufficiently cruel 
to the men. Peabody and his myrmidons 
escaped punishment in Hongkong, simply 
through the fluke that at that time the Ash- 
burnham treaty was boy suspended, 
The crime having, in a legal senso, been 
perpetrated on American soil, tho offenders 
were only amenable to the courts of their 
‘own country, and their extradition from 
British territory at the time was impossiblo, 
‘They disappeared from Hongkong, going, 
it was thought, to Australia. Had’ they 
been ordinarily sagacious thoy would 
have put a great gulf between their 
past and future. One of them at least, 
and the biggest villain of the threo, 
Captain ‘Thomas Peabody, has foolis 
run into the very ‘ 8 of Justice, whicl 
it is hoped will keep a firm grip on 
him an punish him as he deserves. 
Wo read in an American paper that 
he is held for trial at Boston on a charge 
of murdering his mate, James Ellwood. 
—The Athletic Sports’ of the Amateur 
Athi Association of Yokohama, wero 
held on the 26th and 29th ult., bad weather 
necessitating their postponement on the 
27th. Tho sports are described as 











having 
been very successful. —Translating from the 
native papers, in Nippon Notes, the Gazette 
says repairs to tho port at Niigata h 
ordered by the Daijo-kuwan, through the 
Home Department. This is the most im- 
portant harbour for commerce in the north 
of Japan, and many vessels, both nativo 
and foreign, aro daily entering and leaving. 
But whon tho wind blows. strong, tho 
mouth of tho Harbour ia closod by sand and 
junks can pass through 
is carriod away again 
by the tide. attempts have boon 
made to overcomo this inconvenience, but 
with no beneficial result. Officials ‘from 



















the | the staff of the Dobuko-kioku (Bureau of 


Construction), consisting of natives and 


foreigners, have been sent from Tokio, and 
a survey lina been completed. Two dykes 
Sf about six hundred feet in length 
and twenty-one fost in width will 
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constructed, stretching from the mouth of 
harbour. ‘The distanco between them will 
be about 1,800 ken (fathoms); and there 
vill bo cightoon fect of water at low tide. 
Tho cost is ostimated at 360,000 yon.— 
‘Tho Takashima coal minos produce five 
hundred and fifty tons of coal, on an 
average, daily. The workmen’ number 
shout $000, including foreign and native 
engit ; and houses of temporary re- 
sidenta number 600.—Hiraoka, ex-Daimio 
and Minister of tho last Shogun of 
Tokugawa, was found dead in his bed 
on the morning of the 14th ultimo, 
having committod harakin, Ho was eighty- 

joars of age, and the reason of his 






men-of-war purchased by the Japanese 
Government in ‘Bogland, have arrived in 
fapan—the Kongo-Kuwan at Yokohama, 
and tho Fwo-Xuwon at Nogusali, 

‘The Japan Herald gives a description of 
the now ironclad Kongo-kwa is vessel 
was built at Earl's ship-yard at Hull, from 
a design by Mr. E. J. Reed, C.E., F-RS., 
M.P. Her dimonsions are, length over all, 
233 7-10 feet ; between perpendiculars, 231 
fect, beam amidships 41 fect, depth of hold 
21 feot ; length of engine room, 66 feet 8 in. 
She is ‘fitted with six cylindrical boilers, 
has eighteen furnaces, and stowage room in 
‘tho bunkers for 324 tons of coal, of which 
40 tons are consumed daily while going, at 
full speed. Her rato of speod made on 
trial trip was 16.387 miles in the hour. 
‘The ship's frame and beams are of iron, 
with inner and outer teak sheathing, 
atrongly bolted together with brass and 
copper bolts. She has a top-gallant foro- 
castle, which affords good protection while 
working tho bow guns, which are placed in 
deop embrasures, admitting pple ig fire. 
‘The main and after decks are clear, and 
afford plenty of room for working tho guns. 
Hor battery consists of three 17-centimetre 
Krupp guns, two forward and one aft ; and 
aix moro on the broadside of 15 centimetres 
each, working on traverses. Sho is ri 











asa iron lower masts ; and is 
en with a belt of Gf-inch ‘armour 
plating, which affords protection to the 


gngines, bolors, and magazine. | Hor hold 
is divided into twenty water-tight compart- 
inents which provide additional means of 
safety against shot, shell, or tor 


‘The engines are of tho horizontal, com- 


und class, of 400 nominal and 2,500 act- 
1g horse-power, tho cylinders being of 60 
and 99 inches diameter and 3 feet 3 inches 


atroko, fitted with expansion valves and all 
tho latost improvements. She has aleo two 
Tange condensers on Dr. Normandy’s prin- 
ciple. 


‘Tho Japan Mail has the following per- 
tinent remarks respecting the prospects of 
the Mitsu Bishi Company -—We fear that 
‘an immediately prosperous future can hardly 
be hoped for tho Mitsu Bishi Company, 
whose efforta, it cannot bo denied, have de- 
served the gratitude of the public though 
perhaps not that of the shareholders. There 
is not and for long to come is not likely to 
‘be in this country sufticient remunerative 
employment for such a fleet as that owned 
by the Company. The traffic with China 
can hardly under any circumstances bo in 
itsolf @ profitable ono, and the interport 
traffic has to contend with rates of junk 
freight so cheap as to defy steam competi- 


tion, The ordinary native merchant cares 
litho for apeod, but much for cheapnoss of 
transit. It is of little moment to him 





whothor his goods arrive at thoir destination 
& wook or two oatlior or Intor, he has no 
markot to catch and his solo concern is to 
got thom carried at the least posible, coat 
it in not surprising that Mr. Iwasaki did 
not take into adequate consideration the 
onsorvatiam of his countrymen ; when the 
jompany wss established nearly every one 
in Jopan, ative or foreigner, plcasod hism- 
val vrith’the ides tha the nation was about 
@ suocession of kangaroo-leaps to jump 
into the position of «commercial power of 
the West, Mo one seemed to trouble him- 


in not yet known.—Two of the| int 


er | torts 





‘self with the reflection that with whatever 
speed a despotic Government may alter the 
forms of administration, any change of the 
habitudes of a people can only be effected 
with slowness. Thus tho commercial and 
social customs of tho Japaneso aro protty 
much what they woro under tho Bakufu, 





and what changes wero brought about by 
tho resolution of 1868 wero entirely 
of a political 

COREA. 


Our correspondent, “ Philo-Coreanus,” 
writing from Newchwang under date 29th 
of April, sends the following jit 
intelligence :—"I have just received the 
news from a most reliable source (direct 
from Corea) that Monsigneur Ridel, who 
with two others escaped from the massacre 
there in 1865-66, has been made a prisoner 
in the capital, “Sioul,” where he had been 
residing incognito for some months. On 
28th January, his house was surrounded, 
and everyone, including the Bishop, taken 
to tho city prison. Fortunately the Queen 
(Blin), of whose strong character I have 
given some hints in my previous communi- 
cations, is not sa. Seto of ‘persecution, 
instigated principally by the ex-Regent 
(the broken-backed tiger), and up to my 

test dates, 26th , Monsigneur 
Ridel was still alive and free from excessive 





ure. 
“The Government of Corea fear a war 
with Japan, and would not meanwhile un- 
necessarily exasperato the forcigner, as all 
outsiders are called ; but if something is 
not dono immediately, very valuable lives, 
which might be saved, will be sacrificed, 
for there are four or more French Fathers 
in the country. A gunboat or two could 
surely be spared at once, to demand the 
rendition of tho privoneror prisoner, It 
does not noes noveeenay 0 more ; but 
—and I am neither a man Catholic nor 
a Frenchman—if it be a matter of expense 
for coals, &c., I am willing to subscribe 
five hundred dollars.” 








rom time to time says tho Japan Herald | tun 


ie reports reach us, mostly by way 
Newehwang, about tho mscrable condition 
of Corea, but we are unable to obtain, even 
from Japanese ‘newspapers, any trustworthy 
dotails about that jealously guarded country. 
Wo can collet, however the fact that sineo 
the 1872, when good crops were grown, 
there havo been successive bad harvests, 


and in 1876 and 1877 tho fields produced | thei 


very little corn or millet. ‘The spring 
of 1878, it is ssid, will utterly fail, and 

stock of food in tho country is reported to 
be a mere nothing for the four or five 


millions of people, who must if they can, 
struggle on ike ofa possible autumnal 
harvest. ‘The Corean rulers practically 
prohibit the importation of grain; they 
prefer to let the people perish ; and the 
torialty caused by famine, and its atend- 
ant typhus, is excessively 


great. We do 
not know the cause of th Corean famines, 
but presume the primary cause, as in China, 
in disafforestation. For although the forests 
of pines, hemlocks, and oaks on the sea- 
‘board apparently are carefully preserved, a 
great drain must have thinned the woods 
by the river sides. Much, or mont of the 
wood used in Peking for house, or temple, 
or palace building comes from 3 and 
from the same source the vast supplies 
needed for Tientsin, and the towns and 
cities of Chihli on the Peiho, the Poh-tang 
Ho, and Grand Canal, are drawn. Corea, 

roduces various woods of tho finest quality. 
Tike cart shafts, dray poles, and axle trees va 
northern China aro gonorally mado out of 
the tough and strong Corean ash, elm, 
horbeam, and other hard timber, and the 

tt wooden masts whic support 

Eoblo Yomploe ‘and gato housse of the 
Imperial city of Peking (all enormous, 
beautiful, and enduring spars) come from 
Corean forests. 

Of late years very little has been known 
sbout tho countsy, We are under the 
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impression that no Catholic missionaries 
are now in Corean torritory; some of 
them were murdered, and the remain 
ing few were ex] about eight or 
ten years ago; and the pricste of tho 
Russo-Grock faith who tried to enter tho 
country had no better reception than their 
Romaniat brothron. Ass great number, 
it ipod aoe thousands, of convorta were 
elain, part reigning King, and part 
ty his predecessor of unblessed memory, 
we is probable that no Obriatians 
now live in Corean dominions. 
‘What wo wish for is that the incapables 
who govern the country: will commit some 
misbehaviour more than usually gross, and 
ve occasion to Japan, or even to Russia 
(Gis onty two powers faterosted) to onpeise 
the existing order of things, which, for 
utter badness, rival the ways of Ashantee, 
And if the Japaneso newspapers could give 
‘Westerners any information about what is 
going on in Chésen, it would bo welcomed. 











BANGKOK. 


Last Sabbath, at 8.90 am., tho British 
steamer Danube passed Bangkolem 
Point, and her deck, was “lover with 
Chinese passe lecing manife © 
scarcity fa China and scoking their fortunes 
in the sunny South and our land of abund- 





ance. 

‘Oursummer is oppressive. An occasional 
shower, a cloudy day and southerly. sen 
breezes help us to endure. Wo have somo 
sickne 


ess. 

‘The Songkrahnt festivities arv past, The 
Siameso have commenced the now date. 
‘The Siameag Civil era for the year upon 
which they have just entored will be 1240, 
year of the Tiger, 10th of the decade, 

‘Wo took a stroll through the City on the 
Uth ulto. The crowds were less than 
usual” Hore and there wo met young 
women and girls with their brass bowls of 
water, and now and then » boy with his 
bamboo squirt, cach watching an oppor- 

ity to dash water upon any of the op- 
posite sex who might chance to pass, and 
hot bo sprightly enough to escape their 
layfal salutation, 
ople in the East aro usually fond of 
perfumes and scented water, and on a fea- 
tive occasion like this, tho membera of the 
family feel that it is their privilege to assist 
the superior members of the families in 
lutions and apply the perfumes, 
and this possibly has given to rise to the 
Popular custom of landestinely bathing 








Fasser:by who cannot succesfully escape. 
requires a largo amount of good nature, 
when you have with care and aro 


on your way proposing to visit a friend, to 
be foresbly bathed, and compelled toreturn 
in wet clothes for a new suit. The natives 
ought to know that such a saturation is 
‘excessively disagreeable, and hazardous to” 
a foreigner. Nor should they take advan- 

‘of a foreigner’s good nature. Some 
havo not this good nature to endure, and 
now and then the Siamese have paid’ pen- 
alties for their presumption. 

‘The Siamese do not mind the wetting. 
‘The wet garments do not seem prejudical 
to their health, and paying a visit in them 
‘on such a day is understood and excused, 

While we were out on the 11th ulto. the 
Siamese temple Wat Koh was the liveliest 
place. Thero we found a large collection 
of people in their gay 8. 
with them flowers and 


They carried 
money. Having ontered tho preaching 
Salah, they presontod to some ladies their 


flowors, and each gave a voluntary contri- 
bution to theto ladio, for the use of the 
temples, and then asked permission to make 
on the temple grounds a eand hill, which 
they decorated with paper flaga and burn- 
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a large accumulation of sand to put its 
walks in good condition. as 
‘Having paid their homage to the gil 

idols, given their contribution, mado their 
hillock and decorated it, they moved about 
to notice their w.-k and the work of others, 
instituted comparisons and estimated the 
amount of merit that might possibly accrue 
to each contributor for his or her benefac- 
tion and work.—Siam Weekly Advertiser. 


Pehing Gazettes. 


ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 

April 2nd.—A decree condemning seria- 
tim a number of propositions of the stereo- 
typed nature offered by a Deputy Supervisor 
of Instruction on the question of famine 
relief and administrative reform. The 
memorialist has apparently been more 
vehement in his denunciations than many 
that have gone before him, and every 
suggestion that he makes is'set aside as 
unnecessary or impracticable. He takes 








exception in the first instance to the raising | p' 


of funds by foreign loans. The decree an- 
swers' his objection with the following 
remarks :—‘‘Setting aside the consideration 
that the interest on a foreign loan would be 
an useless drain on the resources of the 
‘Imperial exchequer, the length of timo that 
must clapse before negotiations can be 
completed would render it impossible to 
obtain the necessary funds with sufficient 
promptitnde to rescne the victims of this 
wide-spread calamity, who are hovering on 
the brink of death. ‘There is no necd 
thorefore to consider his request.” A sug- 
gestion that the mulferers by famine should 
bo induced by offers of a supply of need to 
inigrate to tho wasto lands on the frontier, 
in nogativod an the ground that it i# impor: 
xible to supply tho saved required, and it 
would not be fair to let «number of desti- 
tute people love upon tho present inhabit- 
ants of the district indicated. A. fierce 
attack upon ‘Tung-aiin, President of the 
Board of Revenue, who has persistently 
atived ail propomls for expenditiro in 
aid of tho nutferory, and has obstructed the 
flow of tho Imperial bounty, and should 
therefore bo dismissed from the public 
avrvice, mocts with « stern rebuke. In 
rofusing to endorse cortain proposals for the 
diversion of tribute grain, ete., Tung-siln 
has bon actuated by a desiro to give due 
heed to radical interests, while Soo ions 
ved at after consultation with 
colleagues, who have appended their 
tures to the memorials submitting their 
‘Tung-siin has not the power to 
assume sole responsibility in theso matters. 
‘The memorialist has been guilty of a sorions 
dereliction of duty in allowii jimnself to 
be blinded by prejudice, and in givin 

credence to idle rumours which he Toul 
not be at the pains to verify. He is to be 
handed over to the Board for the adjudica- 
tion of a penalty, 

(2) A decree of the same nature rebuk- 
ing a Censor who has ventured to express 
an opinion on the conduct of the officers of 
the Imperial Household, who, in answer to 
a decree ordering economies'to be effected 
in palace expenditure, replied that no re- 
trenchments were possible. Itis not within 
the province of persons outside the palace 
to concern theniselves with palace matters, 
of which they should know nothing. The 
Censor states that, at a recent audience, the 
Vice-President Kicn-fuh was in complete 
igmorance on a stibject upon which his own 
office had memorialised. It is highly im- 
proper that any officer outside the palace 
should havo any knowledge of conversation 
that takes place at an atdience.—Let the 
Censor be sent for and reprimanded. 

(3) Postscript memorial by the Censor 
Ma Hiang-ju, calling attention to the 
frequency of burglaries and highway rob- 
beries in the immediate vicinity of the 
capital. Theso have become so numerous 
of late that people are afraid to travel along 




































































the public highways in broad daylight. 
‘Strangers and others coming to the capital 
from the Lu-kow-k’iao (a bridge on the 
main road to the west and south about 7 
miles from Peking) aro afraid to travel 
without a large escort from the villages 
around. From this fact alone it is possible 
to form an estimate of the dangers to which 
solitary travellers on the less frequented 
roads are constantly . Tt is easy 
to distinguish between and high- 
— The former are seompanied by 
their parents and their little ones, 
and er” aloud for food. Their emaciated 
and sickly condition would in itself deter 
them from acts of brigandage and burglary. 
It requires more strength and energy than 
thoy possess to burn, pillage and wound, 
or to despoil the graves of their hidden 
treasures. The memorialist requests that 
the office of Gendarmerie and the Governor 
of Shun-tien may be called upon to post a 
number of soldiers and runners in different 
laces, with instructions to scize all 
Enrglars and highwaymen ‘and inflict sum- 
may justice upon them,—Deeree already 

lished. 


al 3 
April 3rd.—(Court Gireular.) The office 
of Gendarmerie reporta the destruction by 
fire of 7 kien of the office in which drafts 
of official documents aro deposited. 

(1) A decree in answer to a memorial 
presented by the Han-lin College, on be- 
half of a graduate of that institution, calling 
attention to the frequent pillage by des- 
titute people of shops for the sale of 
catables in Peking. ‘The metropolitan 
authorities are to consider and give 
to the best means for suppressing the evil 
complained of. 

(2 & 3) Decrees ordering a fresh series of 
intercesory prayers for rain on the Bth 
inst. A fast in ordered to bo held, com- 
mieneing three days provious to the institu 
tion of the services, aud the Prince of 
Ch’'un ix directod to officiate on behalf of 
His Majesty. 

(4) A decroo referring to an objection on 
tho part of the Board of Reveni 
mado public, to xanetion the prohibition of 
distilling operations, ax suggested by the 
Grand Secretary Li'tlung-elnng. Hwang 
Ti-fang, Doputy Supervisor of th 
tion, had taken exception to the finding 
of the Board, who, ho insinuated, were 
reluctant to Tose the large fees, ‘appro. 
printed by thom for ‘rico money,” 
which tho sale of liconces for this 
Tho Board 
i been called upon to answer this 

now explain that, their refusal to 
mut to the cessation of distilling opera. 
tions arose from a reluctance to throw th 
thousand and more families to whom th 
industry gives employment entirely out of 
work, coupled with a desire to avoid afford- 
ing principled underlings a handle for 
extortion and oppression. ‘They nocordingly 
Proposed to limit the trade to the present 

jolders of licences. They were in no way 
influenced by a desire to retain the fees 
derived from the issue of these licences, a 
portion of which, they aight add, were 
surrendered to the Grand Secretariat and 
ices to dofray working expenses. 
Tho above explanation being considered 
satisfactory, the Deputy Supervisor's charges 
aro dismissed. 
(5) A decree ordering an immediate on- 
quiry into malpractices in the distribution 
of relief inthe famine district, with ane 
certain department Magistrates, Maxis- 
ftater and!others; are charged by a Tutor 
of the Imperial Academy. Ono officer is 
said to have forwarded tue whole of a 
grant of Tis. 3,000, issued for the purchase 
Of grain, to his family in Kiangsu ; another 
to have ‘sold grain, and supplied the suf- 
ferors for whose relief it was issued with 
half the sds; others to have allowed 
their domestics or followers to appropriate 
wrtions of the grain or funds that should 
Rave been issued to the people. 
(6) A decree based on a memorial from 



















































branch of industry brought in. 
hav 



































| ment ottices, and dis 





the Censor Hit Shang-hwa, who represents 


that the Innd adjacent to a temple called 
the Kio-sheng-sze, in which it has been 
the custom to offer up prayers for rain, tas 
boon appropriated by Bao-in, Comptroller 
of the Imperial Houschold, and his brother 
Teiing-lin, as a burial’ ground. ‘The 
«pulse of the Dragon” has thus been 
interrupted, and supplications for rain havo 
this year beon offered in another 
which accounts for their inefficacy. 
are directed to proceed to the temple in 
question, and ascertain whether the facts 
be ag represented, 
_ (2) The remainder of this day's Gazette 
is Occupied with a memorial from Li 
Hoh-nien, acting Governor of Honan, 
and Yuan Pao-héng, special high Com: 
missioner for famine relief in the samo 
province, detailing at length 
the measures they have adopted for tho 
administration of relief. ‘They commenco 
by the assertion that agriculture ia the only 
industrial pursuit in the province, and that 
the taxes, amounting to something over 
‘Tacks 3,000,000, are all dorived from land. 
Hence it follows that the important osson- 
tial in famino relief is tho preservation of 
the peoplo from death or dispersion, 8 
everyone #0 preserved forms an integer in 
the te, of taxpayers. A system of 
relicf, therefore, which fails to reach all 
cases’ of destitution, while in the im- 
mediate present it entails loss of life, 
must in the end affect the Imperial 
economy. ‘Their endeavour therefore has 
been to pursuo a system that 
to the utmost the i 
life. After summarising the steps taken by 
tho former Governor, which have already 
eon reported, they yo on to state that on 
thoir sucovssion to the control of the rolief 
meusmres, the first difliculty with which 
they had to contend was inautt 
caf means, as haw already boon subi 
in rupeated inemoriala, It became ut. the 
same time their duty’ to organiso a basin 
upon which charity should bo diaponaed, 
After careful thought, they decided that it 
would bo right, whilo attonding moro 
particularly to urgent cason of diatre 
neglect those localities whore tho auffer- 
wg was only partial, and instructions wore 
inmuod calling for caroful roporta ar to the 
unl condition of tho various localitios, 
supported by guarantees from tho yontry 
and elders resident in each district. A 
list, of the original number of familion in 
cach district, with the number at, presont 
romaining, was also ealled for, and a corps 
of private individuals for the issue of roliof 
was organised, in addition to 









































taken to exclude all 





putablo gentry given 
to dabbling in public ‘matters, A act of 
rules, 22 in number, were printed and dis- 
tributed, that publicity and uniformity 
might be scour It has been found im- 
possible, however, owing to want of money 
and supplies, toadhere rigidly to these rules. 
‘The supplies at the disposal of cach district 
did not average moro than 2,000 to 3,000 
piculs of grain, and Tis. 2,000 to Tls. 3,000 
in money, while tho applicants for reliof 
amounted on an average to about 100,000 
in each district, so that provision could not 
be made for more than two issues of sup- 
plies, each person receiving on cither 
occasion a few shéng of grain and a 
few score of cash, hardly” onough to 
support life fora fortnight. ‘Thus the peoplo 
were soon reduced to their original condi- 
tion of destitution, and it only remained to 
issuo peremptory orders for their reception 
into tho relief agencies, in order to aa 

them from immediate death from starvation. 
More relief agencies were opened at a 
number of places which are enumerated by 
the memorialists, that the people might be 
enabled to obtain food within easy distance 
of their homes. Hereupon the want of 
tprbns the rae nein eigualy ete 

‘one the relief agencies originally 

lished reported that their stock was 
exhausted, until very few remained open, 
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Difficulties were augmented by the unpre- 
cedented cold. The Yellow River and Wei 
River were frozen for more than fifty days, 
‘t0 that neither the tribute rice nor consign- 
ments from private merchants could be sent 
forward, and all communication between 
districts to the north and south of the great 
river (Hwang Ho) wassuspended, and rescue 
became for the time impossible.” Upon the 
breaking up of the ice, entreaties for grain 
and for money came pouring in like rain, 
movingthememorialists to groans of despair 
and bitter tears, for they had no answer to 
ive. Overwhelmed with mortification and 
finrassed with perplexity, while the memo- 
rialista were regarding each other and 
wondering what they should do, they were 
informed that large numbers of those who 
had escaped being frozen to death on the 
Danks of the river were migrating by thous- 
ands daily, travelling in bands of ten on a 
hundred, supporting their aged and bear 
ing their little ones upon their backs. The 
numbers that have now reached the 
wvincial capital are too numerous for 
isposal in the existing relief agencies, and 
others continue to flock in faster than 
arrangements can be made for their re- 
ception, while it is quite impossible to 
Provide them with funds and send them 
k to their homes. Meanwhile a constant 
stream of refugees continues to make its 
way southwards, and orders have been 
given to the local authorities to provide 
Subsistence and shelter for them, sending 
in lists of the numbers that are relieved. 
A decree having been issued last year call- 
ing on all the provincial authorities to make 
provision for the maintenance of famine 
refugees, the memorialists have written in 
thei int names to the Governors-General 
‘or Governors of the provi aces of Hukwang, 
Kiangsu, Anhwei, hihli, and Shantung, 
give effect to this decree 

and provide for the refugees who are now 
is their way into their respuctive prov- 

#4, a8 the memorialista are unable to 
invito them to return, ‘They have added 
that these refugees should be supplied with 
means to return us soon as aufliciont rain 
shall have fallen, oF tho autumn harvest 
havo been gathered. ‘They have also in- 
voked the charitable assistance of the 
yentry and notables in theso provinces, 
and avail themselves of the opportunity 
now presented to record their appreciation 
of the spontancous efforts of certain of the 
above class whose names they enumerate. 
As the system of relicf pursued in the 
provincial capital will be carefully scruti- 
tinised and followed by the surrounding 
iets, particular care has been taken to 
criminate between cases of actual and 
imulated distress, lists being made out 
of the number of families resident in 
cach section, ward, or division of the 
city. The ‘refugees have been dealt 
with separately, relief being afforded to 
over 100,000 daily, and shelter given to 
about one-fifth of that number. The 
Tocal authorities have reported a fall of 
one or two inches of snow, and hopes 
aro entertained that spring’ wheat and 
vegetable seeds may be sown in time in the 
south-east of the province. Unfortunately 
the Government are not ina position to 
provide seed, and none is to be bought. 
‘A proclamation has ben issued inviting 
donations or loans of seed from the 
wealthicr classes, and as soon as finances 
will , the provincial government will 
purchase stocks Toc inoue. people are 
now keenly alive to the necessity of in- 
creasing the supply of wells for purposes 
of irrigation, and officers acquainted with 
the science of agriculture have been told off 
to go about everywhere and urge them to 
commence digging wells at once. These 
officers havo been provided with printed 
charts atory of the system of agricul- 
ture by ‘the division of the land into 
squares to facilitate irrigation, which they 
have been directed to distribute freely. 
‘The memorial concludes with an expression 
of regrot that amongst the agenta employed 


































there are not a few who are vicious or idle, 

looking upon the duties entrusted to them 

as an ordinary task to be executed in a 

matter of course sort of way; or, much 

worse, blind to the suffering and’ misery 

before them, themselves indulging in pecula- 
ant 


for the provision of reli 
is complete and satisfactory. 
memorialists supervise its operation with 
energy and attention. We have retained 
the regulations for perusal. 

April 4th.—(1) A decree appointing Ki- 
ling, officer of the Imperial rien the 
first rank, to the post ‘of Chief Comptroller 
of the Hunting Grounds, 

(2) Postscript memorial by Li Kuen-yi, 
Gove: neral of the Liang-kwang, re- 
porting the capture and trial of the leaders 
of an affiliated society in Canton. The 
men, four in number, were called rogpec- 
tively Liang Ah-kiu, Wu Ah-kwang, Feng 
Ah-sho, and Hwang’ T’éng-si-kwei. Liang 
Ah-kiu deposed that he and others, some 
of them not in custody, had founded a so- 
ciety called the “ a society,” but 
having picked up one day an iron seal with 
the three characters She An T'ang engraved 
upon it, they adopted these characters as 
the style of the brotherhood and discarded 
the old name, They heated the iron stamp 
red hot, and burnt a number of impressions 
upon slips of bamboo, one of which they 
gave to cach member of the society as a 
secret token of membership. The aim of 
the society was to extort money, and when- 
ever the porson practised upon ‘refused to 
comply with their demands, suey either 
proceeded to direct acts of violence or 

opportiinity to do him an injury. 

‘They admitted that they had traded in girls 
and women, and on two occasions h 1d 
them to go abroad ; that they had 
ped girls and wonten and sold thé 
tition on two occasions; that they 
0 kidnapped a woman as she was 
















y 

m; and, finally, had wounded the 
police authorities during a succeasful at- 
tempt to rescuo ono of their fraternity who 
had been arrested for gambling. Liang Ah- 
kiu, the promoter of the suciety, has been 
summarily executed, and the remaining 
three reserved for the customary re-hearing. 
A free pardon has been offered to any mem- 
bers of the society, not the original promo- 
ters, who will give up their tokens. 

April 5th.—The whole of this day's 
Gazette is occupied with a memorial from 
Pao-t'ing, Tutor of the Imperial Academy, 
‘suggesting a number of measures for the 
better inistration of famine relief. 
‘These have already been summarised it 
decree of March 2ist. He enlarges at it 
Tength on the advantage of forcing down 
the price of grain by persistent importation 
of foreign grain, wh should be imported. 
by the Government, and sold at cost price. 
If the process is continued long enough it 
must succeed in the end. 

‘April 6th.—(1) A decree based upon a 
memorial transmitted by the Han-lin Col- 
lege on behalf of a compiler of that institu- 
tion. The memorial, like so many that 
have recently appeared in the Gazette, is on 
the subject of administrative reform, and is 
answered categorically in the decree. The 
abuses in connection with the Canton and 
Foochow Customs have evidently been the 
object for a pointed attack. A 
for the of the control of tl 
establishments from inde] it super 
tendents to the Governor-General and Got 
ernor is negatived in the following terms :— 
“The Canton Customs establishment was 
originally under the management of tho 
provincial Government, but in the year 
1751 a superintendent was appointed. At 

















along the voad and held her to | § 


control to the Governor-General was raised, 
and Jui-lien, who was Governor-General 
at Canton at the time, reported, on the 
matter being referred fo him, that there 
ero three obstacles which rendoredtranaer 

5 was t] iasued, 
ree 

it is therefore unn to 


feloom au is bracing pon the queson of 
form and i yy juestion 

tational ‘calamities, “The remarks of the 
memorialist with regard to genuine admin 
istration of relief, improvement of the 
sources of food supply, the enforcement of 
the prohibitions against opium, the purity 
of the official career, etc., are, each and all of 
them, not incapable of application. Of late, 
all si fions that have reached Us from 
officers high or low, have, when practicable, 
been ordered to be adopted, and it is the 
common duty of all officials, metropolitan 
and provincial, to identify themselves with 


or four millions he borrowed from a foreign 
firm (or firms), We have already pointed 
out that the measure is attended with draw- 
backs and inconveniences, and cannot be 
carried out. His proposal need not there- 
fore be considered. Opi 
injury to the people, and 
able thing. OF Inte the cultivation of the 
poppy and the diffusion of its poison has 
creased moro and moro. jovernors- 
neral and Governors. stringently  pro- 















hibit its growth, and let it be ‘clearly 
proclaimed that uéglect of the prohibition 
We 


will meot with certain punishment, 
purity of tho official career is uf the hig 
importance ; and at a time like the present, 
when applicants for the purchaso of rank 
are more than usually numerons, officers 
supplying applicants with the necessary 
guarantees sist be particularly careful in 
their scrutiny of each porsou ents, 
In futur the guaranteeing oflicer will bo 
punished in tho ovent of a person of mean 
origin fraudulently obtaining rank by pur- 
chase, A moro active police surveillance 
in ordered to be maintained in the metro- 
polis, and enquiry is ordered to be mud 
into Various abuses suggested by the memo- 
rialiat. 

(3) A series of memorials from Metro- 
politan officers requesting the prolonga 
of the perind for which the relief ag 
in and around Peking were oti 


























ly 
opened. ‘There are at present eleven of these 
establishments, each ‘of which supplies 
gruel to one or two thousand ily. 
(For decree see Gazette of March 20th.) 

(4) Sung-kwei, Resident at Lasss, reports 
the receipt of the following communication 


from the ‘ Hut‘ 
Tibetan Treast 
seasons for the des 


‘ukht‘u in charge of the 
:—“There are stated 
itch of an abbot with 
a complimen tter and articles of 
tribute for Peking from Anterior and 
Ulterior Tibet alternately. In the year 
1873, the late Dalai Lama deg 
‘an abbot with a suite of clerics and 
laity to offer tribute, and in 1868, a 
similar mission was ‘despatched, which 
Yroceoded to Peking by way of Stch‘wan, 
period having now arrived for tho 
despatch of a fresh mission, it devolves 
upon Anterior Tibet on this occasion to 
send forward an abbot and suite with 
articles of tribute similar to those pre- 
pared in 1873, and e _complimen 
dross wishing His Majesty 
gud happiness The articles of tribute 
aving now been reverently prepared, 
am abbot has been selected to bear them 
to Peking, accompanied by a suite num- 
bering 40 persons. ‘The there- 








the instance of Tso Tsung-t’ang some years 


ago, the question of restoration of the | be 


, 
fore, requests that arrangements 
‘made for them to proveed ‘by the - 
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Sroch'wan route.” The Resident ob- 
serves horeupon that the Imperial sanction 
has been granted on successive occasions to 
the visit to Peking at stated intervals of a 
tribute-bearing mission from Tibet, to 
which a certain number of commercial 
agents have been permitted to attach them- 
selves with a view to engaging in barter. 
‘Thus has the Imperial courtesy been dis- 
played to the i Lama who comes 
nearly empty-handed, and goes back richly 
Jaden." Oflicers “have been deputed to 
inspect packayes containing tribute, 
tale note of the contents and Weight 
of each, taking care to re-fasten them 
securely, and an escort of six men will 
accompany the mission to Ch’éng-tu, where 
the Governor-General will make arrange- 
ments for their advance to Peking. (For 
Rescript see Gazette of 23rd March.) 

‘April 7th.—(1) A Decree. The Censor 
yo wa having recently asserted 
that a portion of the land belonging to the 
Kio-shéng temple, in which there is an 
altar for sacrifices in connection with sup- 

ications for rain, had been appropriated 
for use a8 a burial ground by Mao-lin, 
Comptroller of the Imperial Household, 
and his brother Tying-lin, We directed 
‘Ts'dian-ts'ing and Hi-t’ung to investigate 
the matter. They now report that the 
ground appropriated by Mao-lin for a 

wurial placo is, in effect, Government 
property, and although the priest in 
chargo of the temple affirms that the 
fabric of the altar has not beew re- 
moved [as was alleged}, the structuro 
abuts upon the burial ground, and is much 
circumscribed thereby. A plan is submit- 
ted with the report. Let Ts'tian-ts'ing 
and Hi-t'amy ascertain how it came to 
Jiss that Mao-tin appropriated Government 
land without authority to do so, and why 
the priest in cl it 
this unauthorise: 
lin, 
cof the Imperial Parks, in making his way 
into the temple when the investigation was 
procevding, and endeavouring to exculpate 
himself by’ specious explanations, has dis- 
played gross ignorance of the obligation he 
was under to avoid aflurding opportunity 
for remark. Let him, as a first step, be 
handed over to the Board for the infliction 
of a penalty. (See Gazette of April 3rd.) 

(2) A Decree. ‘The Imperial Clan Court, 
Board of Civil Office, and Court of Censors, 
submit the penalties that they have deter- 
mined should be inflicted on the membe 
of the Grand Council. As an act of speci 
grace, We ordain that the penalty of dis- 
missal which should be suffered by the 
Prince of Kung, Pav-yiin, Shin Kwei-féng, 
King-lien, and’ Wang Wen-shao, be con 
muted to deprivation of rank with permis 
sion to retain their 

(3) A decree handing over to the Board 
the name of ‘Tu Tsung-ying, Governor of 
Honan, for the determination of a dis- 
tinguished form of reward, in consideration 
of a donation of Tis. 12,000 offered by him. 
in aid of the sufferers by famine im the 
province unde 

(4) Memorial by Ch'ung-how and others, 
requesting that a posthumous tit] 
conferred on the late Manchu G 
chief Tuh Hingah, a_sketeh of 
carver ix given. “(For Decree seo Gazette 
of 10th March.) 

@) Li Man-chang, 
Hu-kwang, reports a substantial in 
in the receipts of the foreign Customs 
establishment at Hankow, 
instance of the Financial Comuissi 
i of Hankow, solicits 
bestowal of honorary rewards tpon the 
di rs employed at the Han- 
kow Customs Office. The collection 
import and transit duties by the fore 
Customs establishment at Hankow, the pre- 
ventive service in connection therewith, and 
the conduct of foreign relations, are each 
and all duties of paramount importance, 
requiring diligence and care on the part of 
the subordinate ollicers entrusted with their 


































































































f | litigation were put into operation. 


performance, if delays and errors aro to bo 
avoided. During the poriod of threo years, 
counting from the month of January, 1872, 
to the month of January, 1875, the import 
and transit duties collected at Han! 
amounted to Taels 4,400,000 odd, and as 
the records will testify, on reporting this 
fact, the memorialist forwarded o list of 
officials whom he recommended for honor- 
ary distinction, which His Majesty was 
pleased to approve. During the period 
of three years, counting from the Ist 
January, 1875, ‘to the Ist January, 1878, 
which has now elapsed, it is found that 
the receipts on account of jinport and 
transit duties amount to Tis. 5,300,000 
odd. The memorialist would submit that 
since the establishment of the Hankow 
Customs, the receipts for the successive 
periods of three years have never, until 
now, exceeded Tls. 4,000,0000dd. During 
the period now under revision an excess. of 
Tis. 900,000 has been collected, showing a 
very great improvement in the revenue. 
‘The contributions due to the capital have 
been forwarded punctually and in full by 
the officers under the orders of the Taotai, 
as has been reported on successive occa- 
sions ; and the flourishing condition of the 
revenue, as well the promptitude with 
which the instalments due to Peking have 
been forwarded, are entirely attributablo 
to the zeal and watchfuluess of the subor- 
dinate officials entrusted with the working 
of the Customs establishment. ‘They have, 
moreover, displayed a capacity for dealing 
with international questions with a spirit 
of fairness and equity, abiding at the same 
time by treaty and regulations, and thus 
gaining the approval and good will of 
Chineso and foreigners alike. It would 
not bo right therefore to suppress all 
mention of the meritorious services, slight 
though they may be, of the offi 
Custom House’ who have spe 
tinguished thomsolves, while 
in tho same establishment, and the cler! 
in the memorialist’s Yamén, who have dis- 
played diligence and fairness in the conduct 
of affairs of an international nature, would 
also appear to have a claim to rewards of an 
honorary description. A list of the names 
of these officers is accordingly drawn up for 
His Majesty's perusal, in the hope that He 
ray be pleased to contr upon them honor. 
ary distinctions, in order that zeal may be 
encouraged. —Granted by rescript. 

April 8th.—(Court Circular.) Tie Prince 
of Kung and other members of the Grand 
Council return thanks for the penalty that 
has been inflicted upon them. 

(1) A decree in answer to a representa- 
tion from the officers in charge of the 
Imperial granaries, and the Governor of 
Shun-tien, ordering a relief agency to be 
opened at Chang-kia-wan (the first of the 
four stages into which the journey from 
Peking to Tientsin is usually divided), in 
order to relieve the strain upon the T’ung- 
chow agencies. 2,000 piculs of rice are to 
be appropriated ‘from the T’nng-chow 
granaries for the support of the 
ments in that town and at Chan, 

(2) A decree in answer to 

“u-shan, Military Licutenant- 
har, who reports that two 
iHicials condemned to service on the 
military post roads 
As there is reason to belies 

















































hang forwards a return of 
judicial cases that have been disposed of in 
the provinee of Chihli during 

years, In the 

tions’ for the” more effectual control of 
During 
the first period of three years since their 
enactment more than 200,000 cases, I 
standing and recent, were disposed of, and 


which tho province of Chihli embraces, 
added to tho turbulent and domineering 
temper of its inhabitants, it would not be 
fair to draw a parallel between the statistics 


yw | of this and other provinces, while it, must 


also be borne in mind that a succession of 
bad years has caused a largo amount of 
misery and distress, and augmented the 
returns of crime, more particularly under 
the heading of brigandage and theft. ‘This 
is of eriminal has 's tendency to 

te as many persons as possible, and it 
becomes doubly nec PO dispose of 
cases of this description with promptitude, 
in order to save many innocent persons 
much inconvenience and suffering. ‘The 
memorialist has from time to time ised 
orders to his subordinates, directing them 
to adhere faithfully to the regulations above 
referred to, and to send in a monthly list of 
outstanding cases, with a return of the 
number of criminals detained in custody, or 
under surveillance, awaiting the settlement 
of pending cases, as well as those who have 
escaped from justice. He has also deputed 
trustworthy citicers to hold occasional in- 
spections, and has made promptitude or dila- 
toriness in the settlement of these cases a 
teat of diligence or the reverse on the part of 
the officials concorned. “He Has been carcful 
to fixe limit within which all appeal cases 
referred from Peking, or coming from the 
lower provincial courts, shall be settled 
and in all cases that have come before him 
rsonally ho has insisted upon being 
supplied with copious minutes, scrutinising 
these with minuteneas in order to determino 
whethor tho decisions given havo boon just 
and equitable. Ho has also given orders 
that witnesses in any suit shall be carofully 
protected from molestation by clerks and 
fticial underlings, trying by every means 
that lay in his power to lighten the burdens 
that litigation #0 ofton imposes upon 
people. Ho now begs to report that from the 
Ist day of the Ist moon of the 1st year of 
Kwang-sii, to the lust day of tho past year, 
‘a period of 3 years, 73,848 cases of dilforent 
descriptions were disposed of, leaving only 
1,000 odd still to be svttled, or leas than 
half the average amount of cases that pre- 
sent themsclves cach month, ‘The momo- 
rial concludes with a list of officers whoso 
exertions aro particularly deserving of com- 
mendation. 

(6) The tame officer reports that, he has 
despatched an official to Han-tan-hion to 
escort the “iron tablet” to Peking. On tho 
7th March he was honoured with instructions 
from His Majesty to the following effect = 
“Rain in the neighbourhood of the capital 
having been exceeding scarce, prayors and 
supplications have been repeatedly offered, 
but as yet no fertilising downpour has been 
vouchsafed. The fields are thirsting for 
moisture, and We are looking for rain with 
anxious longing. Let Li Hung-chang at 
‘once despatch an officer to Han-tan-hien, 
reverently to “invite” the tablet in the 
Lung-shén Temple, and escort it to Peking, 
there to be placed in the Kwang-ming- 
tien to await the arrival of fertilising rain,” 
On receipt of these instructions, the memo- 
rialist was filled with adiniration beyond 
expression for the solicitude so unceasingly 
displayed by His Majesty for the welfaro 
of His people. He at once directed an 
expectant ‘Taotai to proceed to Han-tan 
and bring back the tablet. Since the 

wnth of Junu last year, the memo- 
rialist continues, the northern pro- 

inces have suilored from drought, ro- 
is in an almost total failure uf’ the 
autumn crop, and rendering the sowing of 





























z | the spring wheat impossible to any extent. 


On the 8th and 9th of February, and the 
6th and 7th March, snow fell to a varying 
depth of from 1 to 6 inches, insufticient, 
however, to moisten the upper crust, which 
has now so long been dry that the spring 
wheat cannot be sown with any hope of 
being in time to produce acrop. Numbers 





on two vccasions since this date returns of 
: Veen submitted, accompanied by 
of offic econunended for honorary 








distinction. With so wide an area as that 


have wandered from their homes, and 
those who have not perished are waiting 
to get back to their fields, so that rain 
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is earnestly longed for to put an end 
to all their trouble and misery. The 

‘alist and his staff of achordinatan 
offered up prayers for rain, 
pro on foot to the sacrificial altars ; 
and he has further directed the local 
authorities to clear off pending cases, and 
consider to what extont taxes may be 
remitted, devising at the same time satis- 
factory measures of relief, that so Heaven 
may be moved to answer his prayers. Han- 
tan-hien being over 1,000 li from Poking, 
it will take the officer about twenty-four 
days to go and return, In the meantime the 
memorialist has written to the Board of 
Ceremonies and the Governor of Shun-t'ien 
to make the usual arrangements for the 
reception of the tablet. He concludes with 
tho expression of an earnest hope that the 
desired rain may soon arrive, and pour its 
blessings on all both far and near. Then 
tho Imperial heart bo solaced, and the 
farmers’ hopes be realised. (For notice of 
the arrival of the iron tablet, see Gazette 
‘of 28th March.) 

April 9th.—(Court Circular.) A number 
of high officials present their respects upon 
their roturn from tho Eastern and Western 
Mausolea, where they have been to offer the 
customary sacrifices at the ts'ing-ming-tsich, 
or the Sth of the 24 solar terms into which 
tho Chineso year is divided. 

(1) A Decree. Some time since the of- 
ficera of tho Imperial Household having 
roported that it was impossible to effect 
retrenchment in any of the various branches 
of palnce expenditure, omitting, however, 
to submit a detailed list of the present 
items of expendituro, We called upon them 
to repair this omission, and they have now 
submitted a return of the various headings 
of expenditure, with a list of monies that 
have still to be paid. We now command 
tho Grand Secretaries and nine Chief 
Ministries of State to scrutinise these lists 
with caro, and consider in what particulars 
economies can boeffected. They will report 
to Us the result of their deliberations. 

(2) A Decree. ‘Tho Censor Chow Shéng- 
chu suggests for consideration the advis- 
ability of continuing the permission for the 
aloof Szech' wan salt beyond the original area 
allotted to tho establishments of that pro- 
vince, simultaneously with the restoration of 
tho Hwai-ngantrade, witha view toincreasing 
the funds for the relief of distress cat 
by the famine. Ho also recommends 
the distribution of honorary distinctions 
amongst the salt merchants of Hunan, 
Kiangsi, Anhwei, and Hupeh, who havo 
come forward with subscriptions in aid of 
famine relief. Let the Board of Revenuo 













consider the proposals contained in the | # 


memorial and postscript memorial of this 
officer simultancously with the memorial 
from Shén Pao-chéng, of March 13th.— 
(Seo Gazette of 30th March.) 

(Wote.—The arrangements under which 
the salt Gabelle is carried on in China has 
always been somewhat of a puzzle to the 
student of the Chinese fi system. It 
may not be therefore out of place to ap- 
pend here a briof explanation of the manner 
in which the taxes on salt, which form 
io important an item in ‘tho Imperial 
Revenue, aro derived. There are three 
great salt producing regions in China, 
Known as the fig YE (in Kiangsii), tho 


FH WF in Chekiang, and tho Szech'wan 
aren respectively, which supply the greater 

tion of the exit that ia conetmed in tho 

impire. To ench of theso regions an aroa 
in assigned within which » monopoly of 
the salo of salt is granted to contractors, 
who purchaso liconses entitling them to 
sell in different portions of each ares. 
There is no restriction on the quantity 
of salt produced, but only licensed con- 
tractora are allowed to purchase it for 
‘Much jealousy has of late years 

between the Szech’wan "and 








subject of numerous momorials and 
decrees. In tho early years of the T’aiping 
rebellion, when the navigation of the Yang- 
taze was interrupted, the province of Hu- 
poh, which formerly bolonged to the area 
of consumption allotted to the Hwai-ngan 
region, could no longer be supplied from 
this source, and an arrangement was ac- 
cordingly sanctioned under which the salt 
consumed in that province was allowed to 
be brought from Szech'wan. Since the 
year 1868, attempts havo been made to re- 
suscitate the Hwai-ngan trade, and as it 
was found impossible to drive the Sze- 
ch'wan traders altogether out of Hupeh, a 
prohibitive tariff was laid on Szechwan ett, 
with a view to encouraging the importation 
of supplies from the eastward again, The 
authorities of Hupeh, on the other hand, 
did all in their power to support the Sze- 
ch’wan trade, which yielded them a large 
income, and succeeded so well that they 
managed to shut out tho eastern depéta 
from a demand extending to upwards of 
i weraging about 600 
ition to which a large con- 
traband trade was being carried on, At 
the presont moment the situation is some- 
what anomalous, for, while on the ono 
hand the H'waingan region claims the 
monopoly of tho Hupeh area, ani 
justice of their claim is ised by the 
jovernment, this province continues to 
bo fed from 'Szech'wan in spito of protest 
and prohibition. Consor after Censor 
attacks the question, first from this point 
and then from that; all of them, it is 
reasonable to suppose, prompted, and it 
may bo bribed, by merchants interested on 
the one side or the other, for the monetary 
interests involved are immense, and tho 
exclusion of either party from’ the ficld 
would involve largo numbers in ruin. ‘The 
Board of Revenue aro apparently content 
to let the question remain in abeyance, 80 
Tong asthe rovene from this aouree remains 
itered. 





(8) Shén Pao-chéng, in a postscript 
memorial, reporta the death of Wu Ta-t'ing, 
formerly ‘Taotai of Taiwan, who was ap- 
pointed in tho year 1870 to tho post of 
general supervisor of naval drill to the 
Kiang-nan steam fleet. So important a 
‘a post needs a competent officer to fill it, 
possessed of technical knowledge and 
experience. ‘The memorialist imagines that 
he has found such a one in Li Chao-pin 


ZPGE, » provincial commander-in- 


chief, at present stationed’ at Sung-kiang, 
whom he requests may be appointed to the 
post on probation, retaining at the same 











ime his present office.—Rescript: Noted. 
April 10th.—(1) A memorial from Ts'ui 
‘Mu-che, keoper of the seals, and 


sy 
Congo, advocating the revival of the old 
system’ of laying by a proportion of the 
yield of each year's harvest, as 8 provision 
against times of scarcity.” A law exists 
under which each province is bound to 
maintain a certain number of granaries for 


tho storage of surplus grain BBA, 


capable of supplying each department or 
district at any given time with a stock of 
grain varying from several thousand to 
soveral tons of thousands of piculs, The 
funds for the purchase of this grain are to 
bo drawn from tho exchequer, and tho 
salo of old stock for tho purchaso of ff 

supplies is ontrusted to the local authoritios, 
fraud and peculation boing guarded againat 
by atringent and special ‘ions. By 
this admirable and perfect system thorough 
provision is secured, not only against times 
of dearth or want, But also against unfore- 
acen emergencies. Unfortunately, as time 
went on, abuses sprung up, until dishonesty 





and peculation prevailed to. painful degree. | pro! 


At last, in the year 1864, a decree was 
i Fg : 


issued enunciating lations afresh, 
and calling upon the provincial high autho” 
rities to all granaries, whether under 


Government auspices or private patronage, 
that had fallen into due oF decay, and to 





fresh | with Tis. 30 for tho 


seo that thoy, were furnishod with their 
per supplies of grain, Had those 
Fenton ean fitoiy” cared ont 
e ten yoars, tranquillit 
‘would have _Prevailed throughout ri 
Empire, and the plea of devastation and 
desolation could nover have beon offered as 
aan excuse for failure in their execution, nor, 
while each year's harvest was not an ‘utter 
failure, could thero be a- reason for empty 
granaries. Granted even that the poes 
funds would not admit of keeping supplion 
up to the legal standard, had even half this 
quantity been kept in stock, every district 
would have been able to relieve its own dis- 
tress, and nover would it have come to pass 
that directly this supply was drawn upon 
operations would be brought to a standstill 
for want of stock. Of late years, not only 
have these granaries stood empty, but in 
eos oF danpponrel altogether. "To reler 
xy or ther. refer 
Row to the application lately made by Li 
Hoh-nien for a loan from the Ki 


yublic In the answer of the 
Board of Revenue to thia application, 

stated that in the year 1876 there shoul 
have been 954,000 piculs of grain stored. in 





the Honan granaries, and they were at elon. 


to understand why the Governor should 


the | neglect to make mention of this amount 


and, apparently loth to part with his own 
stock, should apply for assistance from a 
distance. It being nt that Li Hoh 
nien could not be guilty of such conduct, 
it stands to reason that the supplies the 
Board had reason to were in stock 
di not exist, nor is it kely that any other 
province is ina better position. Tho whole 
of the provincial governments aro to blame 
for this state of things, from Governors- 
General Seranents, ea the Ca peed 
Department and District Magistrates in the 
first instance to report the condition of 
their granaries, and for their superiors to 
sce that their reports are correct. The 
famine that has devastated Shansi and 
the Imperial exchequer 












very severoly ; what would bo the result 
wore other 
e 


provinces to bo visited with a 
Is the Government, tho 
list aaka, to sit dowm quietly and 
tolerate this state of things? Surely not. 
He concludes, therefore, witha request 
a gradual return to the old system may 
be insisted upon, that tho’ existing 
granaries may be ropaired and set in order, 
and provincial governments warned that 
strict adherence to the regulations will bo 
required of them. 
(2) A postscript memorial by Li Hoh- 
nien reporting the receipt of a donation of 





Tia, 1,000 each from three Indies, wives of - 


officials in the Canton provinee, all 
the namo of Lung, in aid of the suffering 
jn Honan, “Tho momorilist refee to, & 
standing regulation to the effect that in 
a any person, not an official, whe- 
ther of the literate or common class,: con 
telbuting @ som for charitable purposes 
amounting to Tis. 1,000, the Imperial 
sanction may be applied for to the erection 
of a complimentary tablet in honor of such 
person, upon which shall be inscribed the 
words—“By Imperial authority. Ono 
that delighteth in good works and loveth 
to disponso charity.” ‘The tablet is to bo 
constructed by the individual himsclf, but 
the local authorities are to provide him 
prpose, , These Indien 
having now each subscribed Tls. 1,000 to- 
wards tho relicf of distress in Honan, 
thereby evineing a thorough appreoia- 
tion of the duty of philanthropy, the 
momorialit, prays His Mojuaty, in, ao- 
cordance with the law above quoted, to 
bestow upon them individi i. 
mentary tablet as a mark of 








‘a compli- 
pporial ap- 
bation. 

(Q) In  longthy momorial the. Governor 
of Kit vu Yuan-ping, declares his 
inability to comply with the request of the 
Governor ‘of Honan for » loan from the 


charitable granaries the. provines.. of . 


in 
Kisngay, for the simple reason that these 
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having been found 
impossible to wut the standing regula- 
wns with respect to the storage of grain 
since the devastation of the province by 
rebols,—Rescript :—Noted. 

















Public Meetings. 








YANGTSZB INSURANCE ASSOCIATION. 

‘A special general meeting of shareliolders 
in the Yangtsze Insurance Association 
was held Tuesday, at the offices of the 
Agents, Messrs, Russell & Co. There 
were present :—Messrs. FB, Forbes (in 
the chair), C. Lucas, C, Krebs, M. P. 
Evans (Directors) ; F. D. Hitch, J. Jaques, 
Lee-kee, J. F. Goodfellow, J. Buchanan, 
J. Walter, R. S. Gundry, S. Daly, 
N. B. Hinckley, A. Thurburn, and E. 
Rohl ; representing 837 shares. f 

‘The Crtaeaax read the notice convenin, 
the meeting, and then explained that it 
been called under clause four of the resolu- 
tion passed at the last annual general mect- 
ing (clause read.) ‘The Accounts, he said, 
had been in the hands of the Shareholders 
some days; and they had thus had an 
‘opportunity to examine them carefully. It 

ME not occur to him that there. was any- 
them needing further remark, 
referonco to tho item of 
56, standing as an asset in 

Baring Brothers 
0 tho Accounts 











thing in 
excopt Ww 
‘Ta, 125, 
the hands of | Mess 
and Cv,, London, 
wero mado up, the Directors had re- 
ceived advicen ‘from thom stating that 
about £20,000 had hoon invested in 12,000 
United States Bonds, 5/20 of 1867, and 
Dearing six por cont, interest. And, ‘since 
tho Accounts were printed, thu Directors 
had also arranged to advanco a further sum 
of ‘Tis. 23,000 on mortgago of first class 
roporty at Shanghai. He would bo very 
Mppy to answor any questions Share- 
holders might wish to ask, and would now 
move— 


‘That the Report ‘of the Directors aud the 
Accounts for the fiscal year ending 30th 
1877, as prosented, be accepted and 








Si 























. Evans seconded 
‘The Cuatusay ay 
but none were asked ; and the motion was 
unanimously adopted. 
Revort, 

‘Tho Directors have the pleasure to submit 
to the Shareholders the Accounts of the 
Association for tho fiscal year euding 30th 
Soptember, 1877. 

‘he net promia, less re-insurances, were 
‘Taele 259,874.93, ‘against ‘Taels 265,606.91 
during the preceding result 
which, under the rectora 
consider to be very satisfactory. Tho losses 
already paid amount to ‘Tacls 79,914.20, and 
about ‘Tels 10,000 are due on claims now 
pending. After deducting ‘'acls 90,000 for 
intereat on Suarcholdery’ capital at the rato 
of 15 per cent., the balance of the Working 
Account has been divided among Policy- 
holders, as a return of 25 per cent, on net 
promia contributed. 

‘Tho Association’ is now completely reor- 
gauized, under the new Articles of Agreement 
of 1877. ‘The return of capital, amounting to 
‘Te, 150 per share, was declared on the Sth of 
October last, and on 15th January of the 
present yo 49.50 were paid iu lieu of 
Shareholders’ dividends for the fiscal year 
euding 30th September, 1877. At the same 
timo, interest on the reduced capital, at the 
rate of 12 per ceut. per auoum, was paid for 
the ending 3lat Decomber, 1877. 

iar dividends are hevcoforward payable 

and January of every yea 

fer the authority given them by tho 
new Artich the Directors have invested 
‘ls, 99,676.73 in the Chinose 8 per cent, Loan, 
aud have remitted £20,000 to Londou for a 
furthor investment in U.S. Government Bonds, 
‘The Directors regret that, up to the present 
moment, they have only been-able to loan 
‘Pls. 34,000 on good mort which seem 
difficult to obtain. In default of farther in- 
veatments of this kind, they will place the 
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in July 
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balance of the capital in such other first-class 
securities as may offer. 

‘A Branch Office bas beeu opened in London 
under the management of Mr. Fullarton 
Henderson, Messrs. Baring Brothers & Co. 
to act as the Bankers of the 


Notwithatanding the general depression of 
trade and the competition among underwriters 
in the East, the business of the Association 
for the current year shows # satisfactory in- 
crease in various directions. ‘The amount of 
premia reported up to date is about twelve 
faa ‘cent, in exeess of the corresponding period 
lant year, while the losses, so far as known, 
‘aro very small. 

Br. Clement Lacas having resigned hisseat 
at the Board, in consequence of his departure 
from China, Mr. J. H. Pinckvoss was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacancy. 

‘Shanghai, April 15tb, 1878. 














‘Worxiva Accousc, for the Year ending 30th 
‘September, 1877, 
Dr. 


Tes, 
79,9420 
37,328.78 
90,000.00 
0,000.00 
10,743.32 


Tia. 287,950.26 





vw» Balance carried 
‘pending elaine 











cr. 
By Dalance from last years ccount 11,730.94 
i» Amounts recovered belonging to 


‘lacal years 16 Tsi6-76, 33,071.21 





ther offices. 


Reserve Accovxr, 1Sth April, 1878, 


Dr. 
‘To Amount paid to Shareholders in lieu of all 
dividends for Sacal year, a4 per resclu- 
tion pamed at general meeting of July 
Sth, 1877,—Tla 49.60 per share....+... 
w Balance raueferrable under new 
‘Articles of Agreement :— 
‘To Permanent Kesers 
‘To Special everve Fund, 








24,144.48 


393,64 












forking. 
iog Ciaime 
Interest ou Investments 


The CHAIRMAN acknowl the com- 
pliment, and said the Directors would do 
all they could to merit the confidence of 
the Shareholders in the future, 

‘The meeting then dispersed, 





SHANGHAI CRICKET CLUB. 

Tho annual mosting of the members of 
the Cricket Club was held on Tuesday 
evening at the Shanghai Club. Mr. R. D. 
Starkey was chosen to pee ide ; and there 
wero present Sir W. Johnston (Honorary 
Sceretary), Messrs, E. H. Gore-Booth, 
R._H. Percival, G. C. de St. Croix, 
H. Mooro, E.G.’ Arbuthnot, J. L. Scott 
C. U. Stuart, J. Sampson, E. G. Moberle: 
G.W. Noel, W. Lamond, and J.C. Johnaton. 

‘The Cuatewax, in opening the meeting, 
congratulated the members on the success- 
ful working of the Club during the last 
year. There was a balance of ‘fis, 349 in 
hand, which was most satisfactory ; and he 
spoke in congratulatory terms in regard to 
the arrangement which had been come to 
with the Recreation Committee, with rof- 
erence to the money owing them by the 
Club. 

Tho Accounts, which had been circulated 
among those present, were then adopted, 
‘They are as follows 
















at 
3 Muna, 
Balance. 











» Rent of Lockers 400 
Gear account, Bale of Bats aud Bails". 113s 
3. Ground Expenses « 52.00 


Ny Shanghai Gynunaidin, 
 Balasice om Slat Marel, 1877 


By Balance on 3ist March, 1878 


The Cuarrman next brought forward tho 
departnre for homo of Mr. F. H. Boll, the 
President of the Club, which rendered 3 
necessary to appoint some other member 
to fill the position, and he begged to proposo 
Mr. ©. Lucas. 
ir ‘W. Jonxstox soconded, and Mr. 
Lucas was unanimously elected to fill the 
vacancy. 

The CHAIRMAN thon mentioned that it 
had been suggested by Mr. Anderson, who 
was unavoidably absent from the meeting, 
that the income of the Club might be 
augmented by admitting membora to play 
at Lawn Tennis only, at a reduced sub- 
scription. 

‘The proposal met with little favour, and 
‘a motion embodying Mr. Anderson's’ aug- 
gestion did not find a seconder. 

Tho following gentlemen wero then 





| elected to form a committee for the ensuing 


year :—Messrs. Lucas, (President), Holli- 
day, Manson, Starkey, Percival, Mooro 
and Sir W. Johnston. 

‘At the suggestion of the Cuaruay, it 
was decided that a voto of thanks’ to 
‘Mr. Bell, for his services as President, 
should be recorded on the minutes, Similar 


‘Sores | compliments having been passed to tho 





‘The Cuatnaaw announced that there was 
no other business to bring regularly before 
the meeting, and thanked tho Shareholders 
for their attendance. 

‘Mr. Guxpny thought they ought not to 
separate without a vote of thanks to the 
Directors, for the care and ability with 


which they had reorganised the Company, 








and brought it to the condition 
the accounts now showed. 


Honorary Secretary and the Chairman, tho 
meeting teparated. 





MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

At the Meeting of the Council held in 
Sha cone : Mors}, aeons il, 1878, 

hanghai,on , the 2nd Ay 
at 9 o'clock am. ireiei 

Present—Messrs. J. Hart (chairman), 
R. H. Artindale, G. J. W. Cowie, P. G. 
Hubbe, E. H. Lavers, E.G. Low, J. H. 


‘Wiser, G. Withers, and the Seoretary. 
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The Minutes of the previous meeting are 
read, confirmed, signed and passed for 
publication. . 

Cash Statement for week ending 20th 
instant is submitted for inspection, and 
chegnes for sundry accounts are signed. 

Fanine Relief Fiiu.—Petition submitted 
from a number of the better class of natives 
connected with some of the Charitable In- 
stitutions in the City, begging the Council 
to authorize a tax on Tea and Samshoo 
Shops, Theatres, &e.; the amount collected 
to be sent as a contribution to the Famine 
Relief Fund. 

Resolved that no such authority should 
be granted, but if the Theatres, Tea-shops, 
Ge. chose to raise their charges and give 
the dilference to the Famine Fund, the 
Council had no wish to interfere with their 
doing s0. 























Masonic. 





D.G, LODGE OF NORTHERN CHINA. 
‘The third convocation of the D. G. Lodge 
of Northern China was held at the Masonic 
Hall. on Tuesday afternoon, 23rd April, 
W. Bro. Thorne, D.G.M. in the chair. 
‘The yeneral business of the meeting being 
ended, tho D.G-M., remarked that he 
thought it a fitting opportunity to inform 











the Hrethren of the loss the D. G. Lodge 

would shortly sustain in the departure of 

Uther untry, D:D... and Turnbull 
ilo 









wished thom a mpoed 
with 





endorsed by general applanse. 
Gundry wud irubull thanked the 
and the Brethren for this expression of 
kindly feeling, and the Lodge was formally 
close 

‘The brethren subsequently re-assembled 
ata 








COMPLIMENTARY BANQUET 


$. Gesmny, 





W. Bro. 0 








ir was of course taken by the 
Bre, Thorne, and the follow- 
among those present :—W. Bro. 
Gundry, D.D.G.M.; W. Bro. Turnbull, 
D.G.S.W \ D.G.I.W. ; 
sill, President D. G. Board 
Purposes; W. Bro. Orme, 


















. W. Bro, I. Fergusson, 
D.G.8.D. ; W. Bro. H. Evans, D.G.J.D. ; 
W. Bro.’ Morris, D.G.D.C.; W. Bro. 
Marshall, D.G.S. of W. ; W. Bro. Brown, 


D. G. "Pursuivant ; W. Bro. Hughes 
Tuscan), D. G. Steward ; W. Bro. Pearson 
(Sussex), P.P.D.G. Board of General Pur- 

A rt, P.M. Lode Cosmo- 
.. E. Henderson, P.M. 
\drews in the Far East, 8. C. ; 
P.M. Lodge Cosmopolitan 

‘The dinner consisted of 
the usual’ ood things, furnished by Mr. 
Mondon, supplemented by wines of the 
choicest brands, to which full justice was 
done. At 10 o'clock the Chairman rose 
to propose— The Queen and the Craft.” 

‘Song.—"* Ged Save the Queen.” 

‘The riext toast was that of the Prince of 
Wales, Grand Master of English Free- 
masonry. 

‘Boug.—"* Goal bi the Prince of Walen” 

‘The third and last of the formal toasts 
was that eee Disisiet Grand < 
Northern China,” which was proposed 
Bro. A. Dent, and responded to by W. Bro. 
Thorne. 



























Then followed the toast of the eveni 
“Our Guests, Brothers Gundry ani 
Turnbull.” 

R.W. Bro. Tuorve said—Brethren, Inow 
have much pleasure in proposing the toast of 
the evening. You are aware our Worshipful 
Brothers Gundry, D.D.G.M.,and Turnbull, 
D.G.S.W., are about to leave for England, 
and you expressed your desire to receive 
them amongst you this evening to bid them 
a Masonic farewell. Probably they may not 
return to Shanghai, and we feel that in 
parting with them we shall sustain a 
severe loss both Masonically and socially. 
Our W. Bro, Gundry was initiated into 
Mason in the Lodge ‘ Excelsior,” 
Calcutta, in 1860; he came to Shanghai in 
1864, and joined the “Tuscan Lodge ;” he 
has filled the Chair in that Lodge with 
great satisfaction to the Brethren. He has 
not however confined himself to. working 
his own Lodge only, but has rendered suit 
and service to most, if not all, of the 
Lodges in Shanghai,’and at some incon 
yenience to himself has tly visited 
Ningpo in order to assist the working of 
the Lodge “Star of Peace” which was 
formerly established at that port. Tho 
high positions of D.G.J.W. and D.G.S.W. 
of the D. G. of China were conferred 
‘upon him, and the latter honour he retained 
for some fears. When it was proposed to 
bring about a division in the province, the 
Brethren in the North of China unani- 
mously selected our W. Bro. Gundry as 
their representative, and recommended 
him to the especial notice of the M. W. 
and Master, praying that he might be 
ppeinted to proside ‘over thom as. their 
first D.G.M. It was rumoured at Hi. 
that Bro, Gundry was oxpocted shortly to 
leave China, and to thi be attributed 
tho fact that our Broth not appointed 
to the position [ now occupy. He was 

naturally much disappointed on find- 
the position was not to be his; but 
ertheless, in the true Masonic spirit 
which has at all times characterised him, 
he accepted the lower place of Deputy 
District Grand Master, and has set an 
example to his Brethren by the fervent 
manner in which he has endeavoured to 
Promulg te the principles of the Craft. Our 
Worshipful Brother nbull was jated 
in the Northern Lodge of CI 866 
and has worked through the ous offices 
therein with very great credit to himself 
id much to the faction of the 
Brethren ; he has always. proved him: 
courteous to his Brethren and anxious in 
every way to instruct and assist them, 
He has had the honour of serving for two 
years as D.G.S.W. in the D. G. Lodge of 
China, and on the establishment of the 
District Grand Lodge of Northern China 
he was appointed D.G.S.W. therein. In 
every Masonic position he ‘has both by 
precept and example endeavored to pro- 
mulgate the beautiful principles and tenets 
of our order, he has at all times jealously 
guarded our’ Ancient Landmarks, and has 
never spared himself trouble in upholding 
the interests of the Craft. In fact, both 
our Worshipful Brethren possess ‘many 
estimable qualifications which are so well 
known to you that it would be superfluous 
for me to detain you by dwell: upon 
them now. In their social positions they 
have endeared themselves to many friends 
who feel much regret in parting with them, 
and who look forward to the pleasure of 
meeting them again in their native land. 
Tam sure you will all most heartily and 
ly with me in drinking to the 
health, happiness and prosperity of our 
W. Bros. Gundry and Turnbull, and 
incerely pray that T.G.A.0.T.U. will 
prosper them in their future career. 

‘The toast was given with musical honors 
and loud cheering. 

W. Bro. Guxpxy on rising to acknowledge 
‘the toast, said:—I hardly ad how to 
thank you sufficiently, Right Worshipful 
Sir, forthe very kind terms in which you 

















































































have spoken of me, and you brethren for 


| Nor 


the kind—Imay say overwhelmingly kind— 
manner in which you have received this 
toast. It is true, as the District Grand 
Master has said, that I was initiated into 
Freemasonry eighteen years T have 
therefore been nearly half my life amember 
of the Craft, and I can truly say that not 
only during'that long period have In 
regretted joining it, hut that the association. 
has always been, to me, a source of pride 
and gratification.” By far tho greater part 
of that time has been spent in Shanghai ; 
and by the length of my stay here you may 
measure my regret at leaving. Ihave, to 
quote the words of that grand instalation 
charge to which we have often listened, 
“realised here to the full the friendships 
which are formed within the sacred walls of 
‘8 Masonic Lodge”; and in proportion to the 
duration and extent of those friendships will 
be my regret at severing them. We all know 
that young trees are easily transplanted, and 
suffer no apparent harm from the process ; 
but it is diferent with old ones. Their 
roots have struck out deep and far, and 
they cannot be moved without much hack- 
ing and tearing. I am very much in the 
position of an old tree: I have been here 
so long that I have taken root very deeply 5 
and it will not be without a severe. wrench 
that I shall tear mysclf away from the 
familiar associations. ‘There is, however, a 
means by which even old trees can be 
moved, if not without injury, at least with 
a fair prospect of revival ; and that is by 
carrying with them around their roots a 
argo quantity of their native earth, Now 
I hope that in the old China hands I shall 
moot in London, at tho Thatched Houso 
\l olsowhoro, I’ shall find this congoniat 
|, and that it may onablo me to endure 
tha procons of tranpplantation, (Applause 
and laughter.) ‘Tho Right’ Worshipful 
irand Mastor was good enough to 
refor to my election by you to tho high 
post which ho now occupies, It: would 
affectation to deny that I felt greatly din 
appointed at failing to attain that office. It 
is the highest within the reach of a 
‘Mason of Jess than the most exalted rank, 
and it was trying to lose it as I did. 
I cannot but feel, however, that what has 
eon my loss has boen your gain ; for you 
have ol ned a Grand Master better skilled 
than inyself in the details of the work. 
\y disappointment without mitig 
hough 1 have missed the office, 
there ren to me the knowles 
you animously elected me to fill i 
the proof of your confidence and est 
which thatelection eonveyed,—and of which 
I cannot be deprived,—is very large conso- 
lation for the loss of the rank itself.—But 
fear, brethren, that am detaining you too 
long, and that I am keeping the floor from 
my friend Bro, Turnbull who must be. 
anxious tu acknowledge his share of the com- 
pliment which you have paid us, I will only 
thank you once again for this token of 
your regard, and for the warmth with which 
you have received the toast.—(Applause.) 
W. Bro. Toxnsutt said that for the 
second time to-day he was fortunate in 
being able. to take refuge under the pro- 
tecting cegis of W. Bro. Gundry’s seniority. 
He assured the Brethren that his feelings 
of regret at taking leave of them were quite 
‘as profound as those so well expressed by 
his eloquent friend. He deeply felt the 
honour that they had done him by inviti 
him to their hospitable board, and by their 
kind and cordial reception of the unmerited. 
commendation bestowed upon him by the 
R.W. the. D.G.M.; and thanked them 
for their goodwill, the recollection of 
which would always be teful to him. 
He prayed for the continual welfare of 
Freemasonry, especially in Shanghai, shere 
it was no well represented, and that 
T.G.A.0.T.U. would Prosper them all and 
give them their heart's desires. 
Song.—"* John Peal” 
‘The toast of the “Sister: 
proposed by W. Bro. 































































” was then 


Hast, D.G.J.W., and 





‘Bus, 


on behalf 


‘cknowledged by W. Bro. 
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‘of the Scottish branch of the Craft (he being 
thoSenior Past Master inShanghai).—After 
thanking the Brethren for the kind and 
cordial reception given to the toast, Bro. 
Birt. expressed his sincere sympathy with 
the District Grand Lodge in the loss of 
their Deputy District Grand Master and 
District Grand Senior Warden, upon 
their departure for their native land. He 
trusted thatthe loss the DG. Lodge had 
to submit to would be great gain to both of 
our estecmed guests, in renewed health and 
happiness enjoyed among their ive 
families at home. ‘The Deputy 
Grand Master had, during his residence in 
Shanghai, rendered many great and dis- 
tinguished services to the Scottish craft. 
Atall times he came willingly and readily 
forward to install their R.W. Masters; this 
compliment he had once, or more ‘than 
‘once, conferred upon him’ (Bro. Birt), and 
he gladly took the opportunity of thanking 
him for theso and other eminent services 
rondered to Scottish Freemasonry in China. 
In their native land our two guests would 
find a more extended field in which to dis- 
lay their earnest labours on behalf'of the 
Graft, and he was oure that by their killed 
work’ and great efficiency in ruling over 
the order they would shew our Brethren 
at Home that Freemasonry had not declined 
in the Far East. Tho District Grand 
Senior Warden, during his rule over the 
Northern Lodge of China, had set a high 
and artistic example to the brethren in 
Shanghai who may now, or who may hope 
hereatter, to rule over tho Craft. Wo wish 
them both Godspeed, with the hope thatthe; 
may safely arrive in’their native Jand an 
there find that peace to which their long resi- 
dence in China entitles them, and that they 
ny Livo along life to enjoy that Jove which 
is the peculiar beatitude of all good and 
worthy mombers of this holy, free, and 
ie Craft. 




















W. Bro, Krsossu1, in rising to propose 
the toast of The Lodges working under the 
Constitution of the District Grand 
‘of Northern China,” said that as the form 
and ornaments of the Temple of King 
Solomon were intended to remind the 
ancient brethren of tho universality of the 
Craft, 40 the Mason in Shanghai could not 
fail to bo struck with its universal preval- 
ence, We had hore Lodges working under 
four Constitutions, and yet amid this 
seeming difference harmony was found to 
result. ‘The toast he had to propose was 
one of peculiar significance, and especially 
appropriate to the day on which they met, 
the feast of St. George of Cappadocia, the 
Patron Saint of England. The District 
Grand Lodge had adopted it for its Spring 
communication, and meeting together 
as they did to bid farewell to their two 
departing guests, the memory of the day 
he hoped would long remain. He trusted 
that the example ‘which Bros. Gundry 
and Turnbull had set would conduce to 
the prosperity of the Lodges working 
under the English Constitution, aud he 
thonght that the am 
in 
and 
With 
the name of W. Bro. Evans, and he did 
sv with the greater pleasure that that 
brother was at the time the junior Master 
recent as well as one of the oldest, Past 
Masters in Shanghai. All the brethren 
Anew the interest taken by Bro. Evans in 
the working of the Craft, and he felt sure 
that they would drink ‘the toast as it 
deserved. 
Song.—"*Cratakeen Lawn." 

W. Bro. Evans acknowledged the toast as 
follows :—R.W.D.G. Master, Wardens and 
Brethren.—Until within the last fewminutes 
Thad no ides I should be called on to res} 
toa toast; but having been so called on I 
will do the best I can to reply, although I 
think a mistake has been made in sel 
me for this duty, seeing, as I do, 
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spond | is, however, a task of which Iam 





younger Brethren, more talented and 
fitter calculated in every res] for this 
duty ; morcover, it is a very diflicult task, 
which is at this part of the evening laid on 
me, seeing almost everything which could 
be said in reference to our worthy Brethren 
who are to about to leave us has already 
been spoken ; consequently to agreat extent 
the wind has been taken out of my sails. 
A good deal has been said this evenin; 
Worshipful Sir, in reference to the an- 
tiquity of Masonry and the number of 
years which it has existed in China ; but 
there is a sin; wr fact in relation to it 
and myself, and it is that this evening the 
oldest man ‘and the youngest made Master 
of a Lodge is the humble individual who 
now addresses you. ‘Extremes meet,” 
and although Master of the Royal Sussex 
in 1870, 1877, and 1878, I have been 
chosen this evening to address you because 
I am the youngest Master, though the 
oldest man at the table. Brethren, I feel 
highly honored at being chosen to reply 
to this toast, and am sorry I am not able 
to do that justice to it which its importance 
merita and I could wish. However, on 
behalf of myself and the Lodge I re- 
present, and thc other Lodges working 
under the Englis.. Constitution, I cordially 
thank you for the manner in’ which you 
have drank to the toast; and now in bidding 
‘8 farewell to our Honored Guests who are 
about to leave us, I can only reiterate what 
has already been said, that though our loss 
let us hope the gain will be theirs. I wish 
you, my Worthy Brethren, a happy and 
Prosperous re Home, and health to 
enjoy the wealth you both so_ richly 
deserve, and that“ T.G.A.0.T.U. may 
have you in his keeping ; and in conclusion 
I once more thank you all for the cordial 
manner in which you have drank our 
healths ; and now I think my task is ended, 
and I will therefore sit down. 

Song.—" Holy Friar. 

Bro. Josrru then rose to propose “The 
Ladies,” and said—Brethren, I am called 
upon for tho first time in my life to propose 
this toast, and feel that my want of pre- 
paration will prevent me from doing justice 




























to the subject ; but perhaps this is not of  ® 


much importance, for the devotion of a 
whole lifetime would not enable me to 
dwell sufficiently upon the merits of my 
theme, and when I tell you it is the 
“Ladies,” I am sure everyone present 
will agree with me upon that point. Is 
there one amongst us who has not his own 
special reasons for looking upon this as 
the toast of all toasts, whether it be in 
connection with the thoughts of a mother, 
sister, sweetheart, or wife? Brethren, 
whenever we mect on similar festive occa 











sions it is our privilege to hear this toast | 


proposed, and each time it gives us more 
pleasure to do so ; I don’t mean to say that 
it gives you any particular pleasure to 
listen to my feeble efforts to expatinte on 
this delightful subject, but your own fecl- 
ings are supplying my deficiencies. ‘The 
connection ny subject and 
rst be apparent, but 
culy heard somewhat 
of the 
you back still further, 
t Ladies there never could have 
heen I regret very 
much that I ain not sufliciently gifted by 
nature to give this toast the musical honors 
which are its due, but when I request 
Worshipful Bro. Turnbull to make up form, 
deficiency it will be ably supplied, and 
have only to add that Iam sure Bro. King 
will respond eloquently. 

Song.—" Suan Jane.” 

Bro. Kiso in reply said—Having been 
called on in so unexpected a manner to 
perform the task of responding on behalf 
of “The Ladies,” Ihave but little tosay. It 
proud, and 





























for with 














I cannot do better than fully endorse the | 


very worthy sentiments expressed by my 
friend Bro. Joseph, in which I feel sure all 
present will concur. On behalf of the ladies, 


1 thank you for the very kind way in which 

you havo drunk their healths, and I feel 

certain that, were they present, they would 

fully endorse my sentiments.—(Applause.) 
Soug.—" Widow Mache.” 

The health of the D.G.M. was thon pro- 
posed by Brother Turxnuxt, and suitably 
responded to by Bro. Tuorwe, and after 
one or two excellent songs, the Banquet 
was formally closed, shortly after midnight. 





Amusements. 


SPRING REGATTA OF THE 8, B.C. 


Thursday, 9th May. 






‘A. C, WestALty Ea. 


The Spring Regatta of the Shanghai 
Rowing Club took place Thursday over the 
usual mile course on the Hwangpoo. The 
occasion scarcely merits the name of a Re- 

tta, inasmuch as it is regarded more as a 
friendly reunion of the members of the Club, 
and is devoid of the’ stern reality which 
characterises the Autumn Regatta. But, 
notwithstanding, it is always looked for- 
ward to as an afternoon of pleasure, and a 
combination of circumstances made the 
Regatta of yesterday one of the most 
enjoyable that has been held on the river 
under the auspices of the Club. The 
weather was beautifully fine during the 
day, and though rather muggy in the 
forenoon, as the time drew near for the 
first race—-half-past four—a pleasant 
breeze sprang up, favourable to the oarsmen, 
and unaccompanied by any great lumpi- 
ness of the water. A large number of 
spectators assembled both on shore and 
afloat, the number of yachts, houseboats, 
steam launches, and smaller eraftbeing quite 
equal to any other occasion, while the deck 
of the steamer Tvnsin, moored alongsi 



















each of the races from the start to 
finish; while, in addition, Messrs. Farnham 
and Co, and Messrs. Boyd and Co. sup- 
| plied steam Iaunches for general use. 

| Each race was one mile in extent, and 
was rowed over the same course, namely, 
from Shaw's godowns to Boyd’s sheers. 
The rowing was most creditable consider- 
| ing that there had been little practice, the 
only defect being rather erratic steering in 
the first and second heats of the Double 
Sculling Race, which resulted, in both 
instances, in the fastest boat losing the 
| Appended is a description of the various 
‘races. ‘The differance in the time, which 
| will doubtless be noticed, is attributed to a 
‘ change of the tide. 


Cuve Evours. 

















Jatin Bs 





Red was first to appear from the Be 
| house, closely followed by Blue, and hav.ng 






|taken’ up their positions at the starting 
| post, Red with th le place, they were 
| despatched toa very even start. ed was 
i the first to take the water, and went away 
| with aslightadvantage. Blue, however, waa 
soon on even terms, and after the first 
hundred yards was a quarter of a length 
jahead. This she maintained only for a 
|few seconds, when Zed, pulling a more 
[rapid stroke, took the lead. Passing 
the Harbour-master’s jetty she had a clear 
advantage of a length and a half but seemed 
to be lagging, while Blue was going in 
| good style and seemed likely to pich 
lup the distance between them. With a 
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splendid spurt she gained rapidly, and a 
most exciting finish resulted. ‘managed 
to maintain the lead, and won a keenly con- 
tested race by only six feet. Time.—5 min. 
59 seconds, 
Dovate Scouse Race. 
Isr lirar, 


Howipay and Hucumise) 4. f Aspnew and Scuavas 
Tobit Ff AAS 

Blue had inside place, and gained a slight 
advantage at the start. But White was 
soon on even terms, and for the first two 
hundred yards they kept well together. 
Blue then'took the lead and increased it to 
two lengths, but steering an erratic course 
White was enabled to Tessen the distance 
between them to one length at the Har- 
bour-master's jetty. Blue, however, went 
away a second time with a strong lead, 
but again going astray White pressed hard, 
and two hundred yards from home they 
were nearly on even terms. They each put 
on splendid spurts, but the steering of both 
was anything but skillful, and Blue, alength 
ahead, finished outside’ the limits of the 
Course, and White, in consequence, was 
declared the winner. Time~7 min. 1 sec. 

2xp Heat. 


Howes and Aus) 4, { Mmvarn and Bows 
Ikea, *  { 2eBlue aud White, 


Blue and White started favourit 
obtained ii 

















away to 4 

together, in capital style, to the first 

jelly. dtlue and White Qu took the 
wl, and woo had an advantage 





uth, Med following. 
clear of it, sho 
her position, and at the Harbour 
aster’s jetty was only a length behind. 
‘The pair then raced hard and well, both 
stretching out in good style. Blue and 
te maintained the lead, but, like the 
rst_ pair to cover the distance in the 
previous heat, they finished outside the 
Proper course, thus leaving Jed the 
winners. ‘Time.—7 min, 10sec. 
Fivan Meat, 


nl ALLS, 2 4, 4 HoLUDay and HeetTiNG, 
tel. FEU white. 


‘This contest was looked forward to with 
great interest, each crew having their sup- 
wrters, but White had the preference in 
wetting. A good start was effected and 
both sculled powerfully and in splendid 
st-lo, keeping well together. Hed took the 
Jud when about half the distance had 
been covered, and at the Harbour-master’s 
jetty was between two and three lengths 
ahead. Virtually the race was then over. 
‘The leaders, continuing to increase their 
advantage, won easily by five or six lengths 
—Time, 7 min. 40 seconds. ‘The winners 
vere loudly cheered by the spectators, and 
the stecring of Allen elicited universal 
praise. 

‘A race for scratch fours, to be arranged 
‘on the spot, was omitted from the pro- 
gramme owing to want of tine. 


compl 


fh 























Miscellaneous. 





MEMORIAL ON OPENING UP THE CHANNEL 
: OF THE RIVER woosuNG. 

‘The following memorial is written to 
show the advantage to be derived from 
putting in order the water communications, 
and thereby affording relief to persons 
suffering from grievous famine, The Tri- 
bute of Yii says, The three rivers being 
made to enter the sea, the moving lake will 
be at rest.” ‘The three watercourses of the 
Kingdom of Wu should be dug out, and 
made to flow into the sea. In former days 
this was done. The Low river and East 
river which certainly do flow into the sea 
are small waterways, but the W. 
river drains the whole of the T’ai-hu, 
then through the stream of the Hwangpoo 
flows into the sea. Now, the officials, 
whose duty it is to put the water communi 
cations in order, neglect it, and the pro- 
vincial Governors take no trouble in the 











matter; yet although this duty comes before 
them daily, the tidal mud accumulates 
daily until, after the lapse of many days 
and months the channel has become s0 
choked with silt that although they say 
that the property of water is to descend, it 
cannot here do so. Whenever there are 
heavy rains, the restless T’ai-hu, thrown 
into commotion in consequence, bursts its 
banks and there is a general flood. This 
is a certainty ; when, if the destruction is 
excessive, we see the rice fields submerged, 
as was the case in 1561 and more recently 
in 1569, while at the very least the floods 
cause things to go floating about. As the 
whole of the Woosuug river is important 
for keeping up the finances of the Empire, 
and the people depend on it asa means of 
livelihood, the works necessary for keeping 
it in order should not be delayed a single 
day. When I was on my tour in the 
Shanghai district at the end of last year, I 
visited the locality and deputed CI 
ting, the Shanghai Magistrate, to go 

the ‘elders of the district residing on the 
bank of the river, and measure the distance 
‘slong the old channel, which was choked 
‘with silt and required digging out. They 
found it to be 143,373 feet in length, 
the width of the old bed of the river being 
300 fect. I decided to clear it to a depth 
‘of 150 feet, the cost being ‘Tis. 76,120.2. 
‘The autwinn harvest has failed in conse- 
quence of the floods, and in addition to 
Mint ‘the wheat and harley eropi havo not 
Boon nown. Although only the 1 

‘of the year and spring just set in, rice in 
already worth 8m. 5e. a picul, while fanine 
sufferers are coming in by hundreds and 
thousands to apply for rolief. 1 have 
arranged to distribute among these 
fortunates the yearly grants for keeping 
tho rivers in their ‘right. channels, the 
money obtained by disposal of stolen pro- 
perty, and by fines from my oftice, the 
grain’stored in the publi granariesy and 
the 20,000 pients of eurn charitably’ sub- 
scribed by Shih-chi-i, a gentleman of Li 
Yang-hsien, Subdirector of tho Imperial 
Stud, giving money and rice in proportion 
to the work done." Rospecting the deopen- 
ing of the old channel of the river, com- 
menced on the 2nd of the Ist moon 

have directed Huang-chéng-lo, Subprefect 
of Sung-kiang Fu, and under him Chan, 
ling, Magistrate Of Shanghai, and Shao 
Yi-pén, Magistrate of Kiating to share the 
superintendence of the work. | The plan 
will, besides, aid millions of hungry people 
and make them fairly contented, but it is a 
great scheme, funds are scanty, and, as 
Fimines incessantly occur, things may take 
an unexpected turn. The official stores 
and private supplies will be exhausted by 
the 2nd month, and theré is scarcity over 
the whole of Kiangnan. Crops have cer- 
tainly been gathered in some of the towns 
of Hukuang and Kiangsi, but the granary 
stores there are kept closed, and rice is 
not procurable. I humbly’ trust Your 
‘Majesty will graciously take into considera- 
tion the fact that Your suffering subjects 
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should be provided for, and that as keeping | 


‘open water communication by the Woosung 
river is advantageous to the public revenue, 
You will instruct the proper Board to re- 
tain the value, as estimated in a former 
decree, of the 200,000 piculs of grain levied 
a8 a tax from Soochow, Sungkiang, and 
Changchow, that You will permit me to 
transfer (to the above object) the hole, a 
the money, not specially required, whic 
the wien Intendants of Circuit and other 
officials have obtained by sale of stolen 
perty and by fines, and now collected at 
Ving-tien ‘and ten other departmental and 
district treasuries. Tas tame cities of 
‘Hangchow, Kiahing, juchow, in Che- 
ang province, as well as Soochow, Sung- 
Kiang, and Changchow, are all in the water- 
‘Weonang verbena ll a tomas just 
river six towns, jus! 
as they ail equally suffer from the ‘plccking 
up of the now; so the money 
lodged in the Government treasuries of 





these towns, as well as the money stored at 
Ying-t‘ien ‘(Nanking), &c., should be 
equally made use of, and the distressed 
people of these districts be given food in 
the localities where they labour. ‘The old 
channel of the Woosung river will thus be 
rendered navigable by the help of the 
famine sufferers; and the people, by the 
help of the necessaries of money and rice, 
be relieved of want. Thus a double ad- 
vantage is gained at one stroke, and a 
fortunate result is obtained. 








‘A DREADFUL sToRY. 

The following letter, including extracts 
from the journal of Captain Thompson, of 
the schooner Nellie, which sailed from 
Chefoo for the Shantar Islands, in 1876, 
was sent to Messrs. Siemssen & Co. 
‘They at once pleced the documents in the 
hands of Mr. W. H. Tapp, H.B.M.’s 
Registrar of Shipping, who has asked us 
to publish them in the hope of finding a 
channel by which the news of the unhappy 
inen's_ untimely end might be made known 
to their friends. The dreadful story needs 
no comment—it speaks for itsel 


Messrs. Srewssen & Co., Shanghai 
Gexrtemex,—As I am not. acquainted 
with any newspaper Agoncy in China, I 
have taken the liberty to forward to you 
wome «extracts from the journal of 
achooner Nellie, Captain Thompson, wh 
wailed from Chefoo for the Shantar Islands, 
whe arrived on the 17th Sopt., 1876, 
and where unfortunately all hands die 
from scurvy. As it is necessary that the 
friends of the deceased should be made 
acquainted with the sad tidings, may I bog 
f you to communicate the’ particulars 
either to the Shipping Office of Chefoo or 
to some newspaper, 80 that the matter be 
made public, ‘The Nellie was found at 
anchor, off Shantar, by Captain Charles 
Hutchinson, of the "phaling ‘schooner Han- 
nak Rice, and the papers, &e., were brough 
by him to this place, and lodged in the 
Police Office, for whom concerned. 

Captain Hutchinson found the people 
(four in number), three inside the house and 






























1 one outside, and ‘buried them near the spot. 


There were two Englishmen and two 
Chinamen ; the names of the two latter are 
given on the articles, but are illegible. The 
schooner lies safely moored where she was 
found. 

The following are the extracts from the 
journal alluded to :— 
1876.—Arrived at Groat 

ed building 

th October, moved i 

18th, Brown took 
‘nandey i 

















Brown ot be 
tb, Brown too 
i turning black. 'f 
throughout; Brown confined to h 
Cold weather with occasional fal) 
28th, caught » red fox, which gave 
tus some fresh grub, 
jigued) Tnomas Tuomrsox, Captain. 


mouth brings sickuess and 
r house ; Sth, L was com 
jown, with my lege swollen 
d black, which ‘I put down as scurvy; 




















20tb, one of the Chinamen down with the 
Brown still getting worse, and 
impossible for him to 


‘same dive 
complaining that it wae 


live. This mouth ends 






Cold frosty weather. 


{Sigued) Txoxas Thosrsox, Master. 


April.—This mouth brings the greatest 
misery I ever experienced. Brown 
‘expecially uot being able to turn iu bed aud 
no one able to give him » hand, the poor 
Chinaman ouly being able to give bim a 














ons 
of ten; 8th, poor old Brown died, and not 
fone of table ty clove hiv eyes; 10th, one 
of the two Chinamen turned out, aud what 
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with fainting fite and the smell, we had an 


the snow. i 
(Signed) ‘Taomas Tuomesos, Cuptain. 
1ith,—This morning we are all very sick, 
‘ith barely any appetite, the poor China boy 
just being able to crawl to supply our wants. 
This night I feel more like dying than 
all my mouth is rotting away, and even get- 
ting down to my throat, with that horrible 
day brings the same 
only one Cl 
getting much worse—the moaning is hors 
ed) Tuomas Tuostrsos, Captain, 
here is misery in this ranche 
ied during the night, and what 
with heing #hort of wood and water, we spent 
aborrible time. ‘This morming [tried to get | 
up, but fainted and fell down again. Al 
2 p.m. we tried to get 
Dut all our attempts f 
yet. Oh, what mise 
ian ean tell, Hy 
‘The last paragraph was not signed Dy | 
the Captain, I therefore presume that he 
must have fainted and died. — Captain | 
‘Thompson evidently to Shantar with | 
the intention of wintering there, but unfo 
tunately he seems to have had’ no expe 
otherwise none of | 






































ve have got into 





















produces yreat quantities of wild garlic, | 
which is a certain preventive ayainst | 
scurvy : plenty of bears are also tu be found | 
there, If they had collected « sullicient | 
quantity of vegetables, firewood, and bears? 
meat to last through the winter, they might 
have lived very comfortably. 
Tu, Gentlemen, yours obediently, 
Wat, Jaesoy. 


2nd Dee., 1877. 











Nicolaiefs 








Correspondence. 





‘THE FAMINE IN THE NORTH. 
To the Eilitor of the ; 


Nonrn-Cuixa Herat 
1, Will, you be 


plowing dete: 














sum of money, L do not know 
shall be able to go forward, sin 
@ay there isam increase in the nmuber of 
little children exposed in the roads and 
in the fields, whom we cannot do less 
than receive into onr « famine is 
becoming more and more horrible. ‘The 
Christians come to us from all sides to 














obtain help that they may not div of 
Inunger 





ars tl 
seen oF 
cadful in character. 
p to the present, | 
for want of rain, it, has been impossible to | 
sow the corn, and if it should uot rain now | 
it will be too late to sow, and so there will | 
be no hope even for the year following. | 
How will this end! fis very n that 
a vast number of persons must perish of 





During the forty-four 
Thave been in © 





















hunger. i 

Sth November.—The ne in this prov- | 
ince Lecomes more complete and terrible 
from d We continue to take in 
little children who have buen east out, but, 
our means are failing us, and to our great | 















| carried 






| Fung-siang-foo, U-cung-sie 












iy , there, 


province by reason of the famine, the like 
awful time getting the corpse into a hole in | to which nothing has been ever seen in time | 


past. A great number of pagans are con- 
stantly dying of hunger and cold, and some 
Christians also have died of hunger. The 
number of Christians who come to us to 
help increases from day to day, besides 
which the cold weather is now’ quickly 
comingon. A fow days ago an old Christian, 
who had come from a distance to get to us, 
arrived at the gate of this town. Not h 
ing enough to go to the inn, he went into 
a pagoda to pass the night, and having 











eaten nothing he died there of hunger and | 
‘on the second day another poor | 


cold, 
Christian who had seen hiin there related 
tous, We immediately sent to bury him, 
but the pagans of the pagoda had already 

ma If we are now already 
'y, how will it be in the depth of 












the winter 
26th December.—The horrible famine of 
which I have spoken to yon in my letters 
of the past months, I inust now tell you 
becomes frum day to day more shocking 
throughout the provinee, and more especi 
ally in scveral of tho towna, ‘that is to may, 
all the departinents of Ph-leng-sien, Ui 
fs A 

















¥ 


ing, 





ale 
though toa somewhat less degree, in several 
other departments and many other towns 
in the provinee. 

On the most frequented roads, there are 
found every day those who have died of 
hunger. In this place, the capital of the 
province, in the course of ten days more 
than ten thonsand persons have died of 








“hunger and cold, being buried in the snow. 


‘As great a number of deaths occur also on 
allsides. Women, men, and children come 
here to the four gates of the town to receive 
the bowl of soup which is distributed by 
the Government every day, and which con- 
sists of a little millet, together with a very 
small portion of corn’flour. Our Christians 
are in the same condition of extreme 
misery on all sides. They come to us every 
day to receive some help. The heart is 

imply at beholdin; 
ger, ill-clad, shivering 
with cold, especially now that we are in the 
depth of winter. Although we afford a little 
help to these poor Christians, nevertheless 
men and wonten also resort te the yate o 
the town to receive the bowl of soup. 

On the great roads are to be found 

ay dead children, as well as the 
who have been deserted by their 
of Tung- 
of Cao- 
jaid that 
ys which ocoupied a d: 
vd men lying here and 
had counted up to thirty. We 
receive in our dwellings and in Christian 
families, the deserted children. We have 
dy'taken more than 300, and who 
can tell how many more we shall have to 
take in during the ensuing months ? 

‘This state of famine and extreme misery 
will not even come to an end next year, 
because that nearly throughout the province 
it has not been possible to sow the corn, for 
want of rain at the proper time. 

From this same cause a great number of 
persons dio, through haying made use of 
akind of white earth brought from the 
mountains, which (although it is simply 
earth) has’ much the appearance of corn 
flour. Still many of the people, for want 
of other sustenance, support themselves 
upon it. In many places, too, it is impos- 
sible to. sce any trees with the bark upon 
them ; it has all been stripped off to be 
reduced to powder and s0 consumed as 
food. 

‘The chief mandarin of this place, whose 



























his journ 
had fornd a 





























sorrow we shall not be able to receive them ' name is Sung-fu, bought two months ago a 
for the future. : large field of about 20 mow, for the burial 

30th November.—With t full of of the dead (among the poor), who from 
sorrow, I must speak to you afresh of the all sides come here to receive the daily 





hei 











horrible calamity which has come upon this bowl of soup given by the Government. 


Deep pits have been dug, but now they 
are ail nearly full of the dead bodies, #5 
that there is no more room in the field 
todig more, and it will become necessary 
to purchase another plot even larger than 
this one. 

On the matter of Shensi, Mr. Monilleron, 
a Missionary from Honan, the neighbour: 
province, wrote, under date 13th 
January, 1878 --— Two of our Christians 
who arrived from Shensi, say that, the 
misery is still greater in this part of the 
Celestial Empire. Corn is sold at tacls 32 
a picul, and sometimes at even a higher 

ing feed upon the dead. At 
jen the pagans have killed 
their Mandarin, because he did not dis- 
tribute help to them as abundantly as they 
wanted it. Women and girls are sold for 
2,000 cash, and even less, apiece. A 
mother, after having with her husband 
eaten their little boy of six years old, 
whom they had themselves killed, prepared 
also to cut the throat of their little danghter 
of eight years. ‘This little girl began to 
weep at the sight of the fatal knife, and 
the neighbours who overheard arrived just 
in time to swve her.” 

(Note by Pere Aymiri, “ Sometimes 
parents, so that they may not be themselves 
the horrible executioners of their own 
children, agree with other parents—I will 
kill his ‘child for him and he shall kill 
mine. 

In this same province, at King-yang-sien, 
three priests, one Evropeanand twoChinese, 
were obliged to save themselves by leaping 
from the top of the wall surrounding the 
city. The good God protected them and 
they met with no hurt. 























Howan :—Mgr. Volonteri, Bishop. 

1th Decomber.—I an quite unable to 
express, in all its saddoning reality, tho state 
of great and general misery which exists in 
this province. Let it suffice to say that 
beginning from 100 li to the South of Nan- 
yang-fou and continuing towards the North 
to beyond the Yellow River, the beautiful 
country of Honan has been changed into a 
Aesert of dry sand. The people, after they 
had exhausted the scanty harvest of spring, 
finding no supply in the crop of the 
autunm (the most necessary for the people 
and for the poor), which has been entirely 
destroyed, began’ by selling the animals 
weessary for agriculture, then the imple- 
ments of culture and the most necessary 
utensils of the houses; and several, not 
being able to sell or to mortgage their 
ands at even a very low price, liave de- 
stroyed, and are still destroying, their 
houses,’ exchanging the bricks, tiles and 
wood work, not for money, but for. grail 
which, many times, as we have 
than once from our own home, scarcely 
have they received it, but they devour a 
handful of it raw, so as to appease the 
hunger which is tormenting them. 

The greatest number of those where the 
drought has been most desolating, not 
being able to sell the earth and strait, the 
material of their poor houses, abandon 
them, having first closed up their doors 
and windows with plaster work. They’ 
migrate to other places to seck, I will not 
say that they may be able to live, but that 
they may not die quite so soon. On the 
roads these families are to be found 
in crowds, emaciated by Innger, frozen by 
the cold. At the first opportunity they 
sell the wife, and abandon their children ; 
‘so sometimes in a few days largo families 
are dispersed and extinguished, who in 
former days vory often have been rich and 
atease. In this manner in several districts. 
the villages have been altogether deserted. 

You will see from an extract of a letter 
from Pére Gabriel Cicalero, who is situated 
‘thousand li and more beyond the Yellow 
River, what he has written to me of their 
misery, and yet we are only at the begin- 
ning of a heavier desolation, because of not 
having been able to sow the wheat for the 
spring crop of 1878, That fact reduces the 
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people to the last gatremity not only of 

misery but of despair. From the number 
of little children we find about, can be 
argued the miserable state of the por 
tion. We do not receive those who are 
more than ten years old, nor those who 
tay Sid elsowhsre any resources ov means 
of subsistence, 





70 THR PRESIDENT OF THR FAMINE RELIBP 
UND, SHANGHAI 
Chefoo, 22nd April 
Duar Stz,—I most heartily again thank 
our Committeo for Tls. 1,500 handed to 
wv. A. Aymeri, to be distributed by the 
Roman Catholic Missionaries of Shantung 
to the famished. That sum has been sent 
to-day into the interior, and I hope it will 
contribute in saving as many lives as possi- 
ble. I beg of you sad of your’ Committee 
to continue as far as you can your generous 
and noble work, And whatever further 
helpyoumay give; continue to hand it over 
Aymori, because it is the most ex- 
paritious way to make it reach the dying of 
un 


r. 
‘The accounts that reach mo from tho 
West are more and more dreadful. In 
Lin-chin and Wu-cheng, whero I was 
stationed in 1874-76, several Christians 
have also died of starvation, notwithstand- 
ing all the efforts of my brother priests to 
savo at least those of their own religion. 
But how can they, when their means are 
thoroughly exhausted? And besides, crowds 
of famished pagans as woll as Christians 
flock to them, and thus they cannot refuse 
holp, as far as thoir means go, to the one 

as to the other without dis ion. I 
therefore not only give you heartfelt thanks 
on the part of those who will be kept ali 
trough the alms you have already given, 
bat ee ae 

all givors, 

‘Yours most respectfully, 
Nivanp Jourpax, 


Catholic Priest, 0.8.P. 


‘Tientain, 29h April. 
Drax Mn, Murnueap,—Mr. Dotring was 
informed by H.E. the Viceroy that Me 
rovido boats to convey the Japanese 
Wotien-fu, where the distroas a very very ea 
if tho Japaneso Consul wishes it. 
othe Japanese to join our Comnitien 
tasiat them in every way in OUT 
"f don't know who tho correspa tis 
who writes the about official 
official reli 


ullation the native 
listributors of tI but if he 

would only substantiate his 

a litte proof, wo should bo much obliged 

















80 rife 


tohim. I am preti well informed of how 
things are mi among the Chinese 
around here and in the 





distressed distri 

and with one exception, which is now bang 
examined into, I havo heard of no com- 
plaints, If opportunity serves, 1 should be 
glad if you would publish my contradiction 
of the statements, which I consider ill- 
fimed and founded, ‘That thore is an 
enormous loss from 

fall graia went into the interior Yadeat 
but this is absolutely unavoidable. What 
Sarontiy unfounded, remaria at a 

ntly unfounded re 
Pfiial ial poration, tho maker of them alone 


hornible. 
inand oma ientsin. How it will: 
God only knows. 


‘Yours most sincerely, 
R. J. Forza, 








‘TIME 0, DISTANCE IN CHINA. 
To the Editor of the 
Nortu-Cuma Herarp, 

‘S1r,—I notice in Mr. Morrison’s account 
of his journey from Hankow to Canton, 
some remarks about pro- 
cess by which » Chinese ‘the 








distance from the bottom to the top of a 


Hill at 30 1, and at 15 Us from the top to |‘ 


the bottom. 
For the convenience of futuro travellers, 
‘as well offer what I think will be 
ound, & satisfactory explanation, in my 
. A Wis, in practice, almost in- 
sarably a measure of fime, “just an in 
Germany and Switzerland the stunde may 
be one, two, or three English miles in 
length,’ according to the nature of the 

country. 

T had often suspected this to be the caso, 
but never had it proved to my own satisfac. 
tion until once when, whilst mounting the 
Miso-fingahan, near Peking, I was in- 
form ‘a clump of trees apparently 
two funds yards above me were exactly 
one W from where I siood. I seen the 
time occupied in dragging my up the 
path quite justified she computation, and T 
noticed the same feculiarty all along the 
route. Asa rule, an o1 
in China may safely estimate ten li hone 
stwude, or one hour's easy walking. 

‘Your obedient servant, 


Snawks’ Mane. 
Canton, 27th April. 





Saw Beports, 





POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 6th May, 
Before R. A. Mowat, Eaq. 

R, (Pouice) v. CHarues Corso. 

and Assault, 
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into the store and commenced making a 

ong." Prisoner aid he did not wank 
1y anything, and when he was requested. 
to leave he refused, 

Police Constable Wricur stated that he 
was called upon to remove prisoner from tbe 
store. Prisoner was very violent and st- 
tempted to throw witness down several times 
on the way to the station. 
dined $2 and ordered to pay the costa of the 

ourt, 





R, (Pouce) v. THomas Ravrenry. 
Prisoner, a fireman on board the steamer 

Glenorchy, was charged with being drank and 
incapable in a 2, on the Broadway, 
Hongkew, on t us day. 

fc had not previously. been before the 
Coart, and promising not to ofead again, was 
cautioned and ed, 















R. (Pouice) v, ARTHUR SAxox, 
Prisoner belongs to the crew of the steamer 
Anchises, sud he was charged with being drunk 
aud breaking a pave of glass in the doer offs 
Chinese store, in the Broads way, Be 
He admitted the offence and 
rege. 
it was his firat offence, and he was ordered 
to pay the costa of the Court and 30 oonts the 
value of the window broken, 


R, (Poxice) v, Tasers ( Gurus and Jas 
Kxuty. 


Alleged Assault, 
Gunz je an able souman staying at the 
Sailors’ ii a fireman on 
toard’ the stetmar Ooamn King they wore 
charge with asanitng iohard ‘Gallas the 
constable at the Sailors’ Home, while 


*mD 











lence 
instructed by the Su 
to order the men to leave 




















| did not belong to it. Onc 
Moody objected to being ordered to lea 9 the 
room, and Kelly, illy, who was under the 
of liquor, alto, éxprssed is 0 ison ad 
language that the Cons no 
Precde the Ball ee tt a _linrikabs coolie | itertere with ood; bere the con 
was to Eventually the p stable took hold of Kell thane, 
coolievon the eye, aud then, cl telling him he had no bus 
im struc him agai, threo amy clooteg with oe srs pushing him towards a tet when 
face. 
‘The jiarikabs coolie, whore face was mach | 2.4 A sirngaie Ces ure 
dit red, was called and said prisoner asked | tre ttt ose S ry? a bee 
him to chagn twenty cent pce to enable | res ot four m the face, the marl 
him to ay his fare, 20d be gave him ten | Which were sti 





Prisoner kept both the twenty and 
ey Pisce and struck him several times 
‘on the face and body. 
‘A police constable explained 
wore taken to the Pol 
ly 80 cash were found on the jinrikabs 
lie, and a twenty cent piece, » ten cent 
cole ‘and & five cent piece were found on the 
Prisote 











‘onsurP told the prisoner that he had 
bean guloyal s crue and Ruproveked assent 
and ordered him to pay a fine of $5 and the 
costs of the Court, and half a dollar to the ji 
iksha coolie, 


R. (Ceptain Braxen) v. Jomx Maras. 
Drunkenness, 


Defendant is cook on board the Star of 
China, and he was charged with being drank 
and absent without leave. 

He admitted the offence and said he was 
sorry for what had occurred. 

‘The Carraix said defendant was a good 
map, and be did not wish to bo harsh towards 
him. All he desired was that be should 
=| ‘on board and attend properly to his 


Defendant promised to comply with the 


ih | Copii wit sud ordered to pay $1.50, the 
coats of the Court. ee, 


R. (Pouice) v. Jom McLzop. 
A Singing Drunkard. 
Prisoner belo 
He was char; 








'to the crew of the Taitsing. 
with being drank and dis 





walked | scale, will not answer, and the 











The Constable’ was unsupported 
by other mitnetos, because, he anid, all the 
sailors would 

For the defen 
called, whore 
the Constable 






His Wess, after © too investigation, 
dismissed the . ne 








Extragts, 


‘TEA CULTIVATION IN JAPAN. 
(Japan Herald.) 





it 

will not, stake the 3a oan at any rate 
Boither in large quachities nor sb fates, 
Farther eoquiry ‘into the matter ‘us to 
believe that shipments unless apon 4 manly 
experimental acale, are more ey to 
lose than profit, as the taste oF Eeplab oon 
fuer etendily favors Indian teas, ‘so much 

ven the atrouger sorts of China teas, 
ite Ningchowes Oopeeka, aed bow gromth 
of Ichang black leaf sorts,—are at dis- 
advantage on account of the want of gicength 
yrlen compared to the fall favored. Ansa 








. | leaves. How then will room be found, or 


favor accorded to the weak Congous of Japan, 
hoe flavor resembles at best new mow 
and water? Tho shipments, if on 
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shippers will do well to keep to the American 
market, till even the American consumers get 
tired of the too Iargo proportion of doctored 
stuff which is now sent from this and the 
southern ports, ‘The Japanese government 
would perbaps do well to import some Assam 
tea plauts which might, after a time, restore 
the Japanese tea trees, which seem to us to be 
‘worn out, and losing vitality, which can only 
be restored by jadicions mixing. Any tea- 
taster will have. noti i 

Japan cured leaf beoo 
putrid, ‘The reason is 
worked, the constant picking of the leaves 
injures the trees, and as was the caso with 
the mulberry trees in Europe, und 
conditions, we may before long see « 
the toa crop in Tho matter 
deserves the atten! 
few thousand igh 
to invigorate the effete plantations of Japan, 
the tea trade being of such great importance 
and value, 



































SALMON-DREEDING IN JAPAN. 
(Japan Times.) 
Daring the short holiday vouchsafed to us 
at Enster, the opportunity was taken by a 
respondent, of inspecting tho salmon breed- 
g,cvtablnhment opened by the Gaimuto 
at Tana, on the banks of the Sagami 
as been good enough, to plac 
t our di posal for record. ‘T) 
eoted for tho purpose, it 
simplest character, consisting of 
ing troughs, and 
hut—for the ke 










































from the 
first y 
mn yet to speak of the results thereof, 
or of the chances of auccess, We can only 
hhas been done, Some 60,000 fry 
a already placed in the pools of the 












and a corresponding number are now in the 
roari ortly to be turned out, as 
‘enough to take care of ther 


selves, Every caro seems to be bestowed on 
the fry, even to the doctoring of the sick aud 
ailing, and neatly all of them were, at tl 
timo of tho visit, in thriving condition. Tho 
Goverment, too, has wot beon unmindful 
of th tion’ of tho young oues 
we been turned 
into the pools, All fishing in tho river has 
been stopped for two months. So fi 
40 good. But to complete the success of 
tho scheme, they mu nd 
insuo Regulatious probil 
with » amallor mesh than—say fou 
taking of unclean fish and the takin 
under acortain weight, It would bo 
beneticial, too, if cortatn ler if or 
art, in which fishing, and that 
od and line only, could alone be 
the license of the Government. 
Such a scheme would soon result in the 
stocking of the river with well sized fish, 
tho fees charged for license to fish in 
the presorved waters would, in a great me 
sure, recoup the Government for it 
ture, On tho other hand, if som tions 
are not placed on the uso of the seine, or 
of the cast ith ita vory destructive 
hich is now in vogue among 
men, the Government can hope 
le more tha, 































































by-year in 
© supply of 
fish." Tuterference by restrictions like these, 
to check the improvidence of the individu: 

for the ultimate benefit of the community, is 
Government 
race, selfiah- 















culture of the salmon, or its congener, the 
trout, which already flourishes in the upper 

‘and under proper regulation, the 
jould become ® source of wealth to 








would bo greatly increased, if the salmon of | 
‘Mito were susceptible to the blandishmenta 
af the Sy; ie remaiga for ua to hope that» 

se of scene and habitat may have change 
fair uature, “ 





TBE “(AL JAWAIB” ON ENGLISH POLICY. 
(Friend of India.) 





deserve the greater attention, 
‘uniformly been friendly to Eng! 
erate towards all parties. 6 
indications of bostity tomarde Rosia, ds- 
played by in rejecting tl 

of the Bi Conference and in refusing to 
accede to the Berlin Memorandum, the Al 
Jawwdib proceeds to expound and comment 
upon the attitade of our Government since 
the outbreak of the war. When war broke 
‘out between Russia and Turkey, Eng. 
laud, says the writer, again took occasion 
to declare the necessity of protecting her 
interests, avd to state the points of difference 
with Russia in regard to them. At the same 
ime, abe manifested herself not lees inimical 
Porto itself to the claims of the 
Christian races, ao that England became popu 
larly kuown as tho enemy of the Christians 
and the friend of the Mussulmane, No doubt, 
several Kogliah charitable aocitice helped the 
fagitive Bulgarians and Bosnians to food and 
shelter; but this was merely in accordance 
with the invariable practice of Engl 7 
osity towards every afflicted community ; 
‘the Christians themaclves knew that it made 
no difference in the policy of the British 
Government, which was to compel them to 
submit to the Ottoman rule, Besides, this 
work of private associations, not 
re, and was done in the namo 
yo humanity, not of politics. In fact, the 
favourable feeling entertained towards Eng- 
Iand by Mussulmane geoorally, of at lsat by 
the Mussulmans of Constantinople, was due 
merely to the couviction that England bad 
declared herself in opposition to the Christian 
races, This, however, was before we saw 
what has befallon tho Mussulmans of the 
vinces, Since then, we find that the 



















































capital are disgusted with 
yr resronet de the frat » 









when the British Squadron was sent to Besika 
Bay, tho object was generally understood to 
bo the assistance of the Porto, whereas, as a 
matter of fact, nothlog has come of the movo- 
‘mont at all. Again, when the Imperial troops 
had gained the victory over the Servians, and 


were marching ou Belgrade, the British 
Government ivtervened as = mediator, and 
induced the Porte to forgive the de- 
feated rebels, and forego all the advantages 
of tho military ition, Anotber ground 
of complaint is the attitude of the English 
Ministry, as regards the Treaty of Pai 
At Giret wo had their declarations that they 
meant to insist upon the inviolal 
‘Treaty, and were prepared to resort to force 
to defend it ; but afterwards it appeared 
they would enly object to changes made i 
witbout the consent of the signatory Powers, 
To the foregoing must be added tho frequent 
talegrame from’ London journals adverse to 
Russia, as the Standard, the Daily Telegraph, 
and the Morning Post, anuring ue that Eng: 
land was ready to defend ‘the Oftoman £mpire, 
that the British army was to be recruit 
to the strength of 300,000 men, that the Malta 
rrison had been strengthened, that Indian 
froops had beeu despatched to Adea, and so 
on, These and other sensational rumours 
derived additional ‘importance from the fact, 
that the best politicians of Constantinopl 
believed the Standard to be Lord. 
Rory and placed implicit confidence in 
all it told them, being perfectly assured 
that what the Prime Minister ssid, he 
would also do, in defiance of all opposi: 
tion, So the upshot of all this is, that 
the London journals now complain of the 
disgust with England manifested in the Turkish 
capital b the Turks fecly acknowledge 
their obligations to England for her exertions 
in bebalf of her sick and wounded. 

abe coueity hat Scotian’ the Al Jawdib, 
and es] ‘ussis, have various points of 
Gifference with the’ English. Goverament. 
Even Austria is unable to j land in her 
policy of maintaining the ‘Treaty of Paris, for 
the object of thie Treaty was the integrity 
and ode 4 

































and the Heregoriaa, “Sin 
conoert with Russie, desires to acjuire Tunis. 
‘The British Goveruiment, oo the other hand, 





up | should be attempted. 





lunged. into the Eastern question with « 
leclaration of tion to the other 
towards the Christian 
‘could have no other 





Powers, and of hoat 
races ;—a polioy whicl 


‘meaning than the maintenance of the rights of 
the Sublime Porte. But Eoglish interests, ae 
jeGined, appear to be limited’ to 

eoure 


ultimately 
the safety of the Suez Canal, which 

















one party ; though’thi 
maintaing that Russia, 
Armenian acquisitions, will be able to move 
forces across Syria and avizo the Canal, 
that England is therefore bound to mal 


self mistress of Egypt. A further co 
tion is lntrodi yy the recent intel 
that the English Ministry bave info 
French Government that they have no desigus 
upon that country, so'that it would seem 
that the Cansl is insufficiently protected, 
being open to attack hy land, if not by eo 
‘The reason why Englishmen are approhensi 
for safety of the Canal, is that the 
i i yurposo to 
er hand, 
js too well the difficulty 
and that th Brople of 
from her as tian 
inferior to Eogland i i 
know and appreciate th 
of British rule—the freedom of 
equality of civic rights, the toleration of all 




































igions, and other blessings. But again, it 
is urged that Russia might revengo hersolf’on 
igland by inciting ou of tho Amira of 





Contral Asia to invade India, sud of eourse 
the Amir of Alfgbanistan would be tho most 
proper person for thiv purpose, There i 
likelihood that he. woul facet sh an 
tion ou the part of Russia, cepecially if 
jatter would aid bim, as’ it did tho 
Servians, with 50,000 men and milli 
of roubles from every large town. ‘There 
are, however, two easous sgainet such 
® policy ; first, the Russians could not trust 
the Amir, who would be tempted to set up » 
Mobameda’ Kingdom in India, the snoiont 
possession of Afighan Sovereigns ; aud, in the 
second place, neither he nor the Russians 
might’ be able to retain s footing in the 
country, even after expelling the Englivh, 
Meanwhile, the coldness which has arison 
between the Amir and the Indian Govern- 
to tho fact that the lattor 
i ish Envoy 
turn for the assistance ho 
‘money and 
Amir rofueed to do,” foro- 
itish Envoy 
implied the admission of represontatives of 
ail the other Powers,—» stato of things 
which would be highly distasteful to Affghan 
national prejadices; and henoe followed tho 
interruption of relations with England and 
cultivation of the friendship of Russis, in- 
cluding, it is ssid, tho reception of = Russian 
Ambassador in he English Brows 
acknowledge those facts, but explain thom b; 
the artful and designing policy of Russia, an 
urge the Government to incite rebellion 
among the Mussulnian subjects of that Power 
in Contral Asis, and to encourage resistance 
to the Russian’ conquest of Kashgar, if that 
‘Tho conclusion of the 
wholo matter is that Russia and England 
aro in eternal hostility on account of India, 
and the knowledge of the future is with God, 
‘and all knowledge save His,,ia deceit. 

Such is an English rendering—in somo 
parts a free parapbraso—of this quaint piece 
of composition, An Arabic newspaper pos- 
senses a cortain charm in its very incongruity. 
Tho language is still the old Scriptural 
tongue, and if literally rendored, would read 
ike a chapter in the Bible, but the ideas are 
modern, of tho newest stamp, We need 
scarcely add that they are not indigenous 
among the Arabic speaking or Arabic reading 
population. All are echoes of Western 
thought and manners, caught with a simpli- 
city which, if half ba 8 sometimes not 
i ‘The fanciful 





































arms, This tl 
jing that the admission of » 
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pol 


reflected ia the colomas of the 
One is ready enough to smile at the idea of 

march from ‘Kars upon Alexendris, id 
Damascus, when advocated by Oriental 
writers who do not profess to be acquainted 
with geography ; thouch when it is gravely 
put forth by « pro-Torkish London paper, 
Five people out of six will begin by believing 
it te'be'a profound strategic truth. Pechapo 


t Jawdib, 
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it in a pity that Turkish jouroals can find no 
‘more satisfactory representative of Englials 
interests than the journals from which these 
tales of terror aro copiod ; but happily the 
matter is not ove we need trouble ourselves 
much about now. Every 















and  outgrows the 
politicians will gradually learn to be ashamed 
of the nonsens ten about 
imaginary dango houour and 





rity ; aud in the meantime we need not 
je them an outlet to excitement which 
jo no harm, 


pros) 
gen 
cau 





‘A PEEP AT GIDRALTAR. 
A wketeh is given of the forteess by G. F. 
in the Colonies, He observes that even 
perpendicular that. portion of 
Itar that faces ., and frowns upon 
it with » sheer precipice of 1,500 feet, is all 
honey-combed with interior galleries and 
cbambers, from the orifice ff which the 
bristling caunon of Great Britain look forth 
and defy the world. 
This abrupt rock, rising like a vast sentinel 
‘on the Spam le of the Straits, was the 
Gatpo of the ancient, and co 
the opposi yyla, or Apes’ 
the boundary of the then known world, 
no doubt the strougeat natural fortress in thi 
‘world, and human ingeoui 
s works to render 
es hown out of 
enormous: i 
run for 











































ey. Passages 
interior of the rook, 


vollous of 
St, Gvorge’s tall, 
Gibraltar. bol 
f 















ty of Utrecht, 
it fell into the bands of the Br 
mounted on the various 
m the most ordinary 
of Gibraltar appear 
dge to its 

ered 











sorte of grim-| ‘be north frout, 
facing tho Ne El atmo, which 
‘separates it from Spain, pr vast. per> 
dioalar face of white rock ; and studing 
ywful front are uutnborioss port-holes, 
opeuing from tho interior galleries, out of 





which a 


‘im cannou peeps down, 
going to fire at you. 
‘of the town hi 


each 













racklave, with soldiors aud soutinels at every 
turp, 

Landing at the Molo, I suddenly found my- 
aclf in the damp, greasy, narrow strosts of 





altar market, as they presented them- 
ves at 7 o'clock on an autumual morning. 
T was hemmed in by » motley throng of 
strangelooking peopl, forthe market was in 
full fliug at this earl 





















cited me to purchase their cocks 
which they exposed for sale in 









cylindrical wicker-cages 5 failing in 
these, tempted me with pretty Barbary 
Daskets made of grass and interlaced with 
On all 

cks of melons, 





at 
(tor ita height, 
the supply coming from both Barbary and 
Spain); au overwhelming perfume of garlic 
pervaded the whole market, aud ys 
‘of veritable Murillo type lay aud sprawled 
bout on the ground. Pursuing my way 
‘along the principal street, passing groups 
of picturesque contrabandistus wearing the 
Sombrero hat, ‘with their equally” pic- 
turesque mules, hung with tinkli belle 
and coloured ‘fringe, aud now and then 
encountering # black-eyed damscl, with fe 
and mautilla, come out to enjoy the cool 
of the morning, or, perchance, to purchase 
fish for her breakfast, I reached the Ch 
House Hotel, where i foand several of my 
fellow-voyayers, who asked me to join them 
at a hasty dijewer a la fourckeite; they, 
the while, making merry with the queer 


Sprain Joaves, looking for all the world 
+ edible patent life-buoys. After our 


















repast we formed a to proceed 
Indeebadk to view the Woadere ofthe Book 
and, if time permitted, afterwards to take 





a ride over the Spanish lines as far as San | of 


Rogue. Whilet the horees were or- 


dered and saddled ‘up, we strolled towards 
Europa Point, on the south-west side of the 
Rock, where’ the best houses are erectod, 


‘some’ having 


rdeas with ver 
trees and a Lin 


dust 
lowers in them. a 


rarther 










3 are generally 
jibraltar. On the lowest terrace ; 
eetablinhment and the main 

ies the lighthouse of Europa Point. 
yard facing the bay i & compact 
ment where defects of ships of war 
are attended to, aud where usually from 
10,000 to 14,000 tous of steam-coal are stored 
on hand for the use of the vessels belonging 
to her Majesty's navy. On our retura we 
passed a disused burial-ground full of dusty 
weeds choking the utterly neglected monu- 
ments of the dead, At every turn soldiers 
‘the most prominent objects obser 3 
indeed, little dots of verwillion all over 
yellow rock, would be the moat significant 
of representing Gibraltar. Obtaining = pass 
to enable our party to vist the fortigcations, 
which we procured at « house which was the 
residence of the Governor of the fortress, 
singularly enough styled “The Convent,” wo 
proceeded to see all that our few limited hours 
‘would permit us. Our horses wero fine Bar. 
bary steeds snd ao fresh that they seemed 
determined to carry us to the eummit of the 





























Rock in a gallop had we permitted them, 
Keaching tho signal ataff, which is 1,300 foot 
above the sea, we put down our names in the 

book, and then looked over a wall 
and precipice ; at firet all eeemed shrouded in 





mist, but very far below we presently dis- 
corned tho foaming waves of the Moditer- 
ranean breaking at the outside base of the 
Rock, but they were too distant for us to hear 


them'roar. single file along the 
i ihe Roce with 

















precipice o ie, the steps of which 
were clothed on our palzetto, 
nud the road not wide enough for two horses 


to pass, wo reached O'Hara's Tower, the high+ 
eat summit of Gibraltar. Near this spot aro 
the celobrated caverns of St. Michael, Here 
wo dismounted, and explored one of the caves 
that yawned with ite great black mouth 
between rugged masses of rock like the 






















portals of some infernal abode. Half-a-dozen 

young urchins, of the absolute Murillo type 

by their light we penetrated into « second 

chamb bung with festoous of limestome de- 
y-white stalactites. The effect was 

aud myriads of bats fluttered and shriek 

suddet of the torches. A narrow 
inclines downwards at the end of this 


wero awaiting our arrival with torches, and 

srched over by a high vaulted roof 
above us, disturbed from their slumbers by the 
Keoonll cbessber 5 aud a grim story is told of 





‘two young drummers, who, led by curiosity, 
ventured down this passage nad never returacd 
again, » horrid uncertainty hanging over their 
_ ae [rempovoeny ee . thet 8 
‘is thro jis cavern the “} ms} 

seen on the Rock darit fire r maake 
their passage from 3 however this 





may be, Gibraltar is the only point in Europe 
where spes occur; whilst on the opposite 
Sierra on the African side they abound. On 
our descent we saw several of them basking 
in the san in a apot sheltered from the east 
wind beneath a cluster of palmetto trees, 
Passing along the rough atonepaved streets of 
the town in a atato of dusty aplendour, we 
awed ont through the oriations, crossing 
e drave-bri acrous 
sandy isthanue of the Neutral Ground (which 
ia a mile and a-balf long by three-quarters of 
wide), we dashed through the Spanish 
ines and found durselves in Upper Andalusia, 
















In passing, I would remark that the whole of 
Gibraltar, with ite population of over 15,000 
English, i 
Moors, T\ 

supplied with an abundance of pure water by 


means of artesian wells bored in the sand 
of the Neutral Ground. Formerly the fortress 
was entirely dependent on tanks supplied 
by rain water. We passed gardeos here and 
‘there with vine-yards, and parched grassy 











post, whilst seve 


coiling, tormented him with red scarfs and 
sharp aticks. At firat tho bull apy 
peaceable enough ; but after a time the per- 
xcited, foamed at the 
remendous roar, broke 






secuted beast 
mouth, and with 
loose from his tot! 
‘the crowd. In the eacay 


and 


and into the street. 





but presently I came u 
the end of the ““alamods,” 








the steam was “Pe a 
were Hocking 









in golden glory 


the time dinn 


round Europa Point, and a 
waters of the blue Mediterranean on our way 


to the East, 








charged 


pede that enmued L 


in the bosom of's quiet Spanish family, who 
were for the most part ironing. When the 
clamour was over, I thauked my hosts for 
their polite reception of so sudden an intruder, 
‘Tho great black 
bull that had caused so much cousternation 
had disappeared, and so had my companious ; 
some of them af 
calmly munchin 
cota, We had uow no time to lose. 
galloped back to Gibraltar at a tremendous 
pace with our vigorous horecs, fearing we 
might be too late for the steamer. 








BREACH OF PROMISE. 
(Friend of India. ) 


Can it be that our old friend, the action for 
breach of promise of marriage, is soon to bo 
abolished Ly Act of Parliament? We can 
on op the authority of 
Temple Bar did not fall until 
after years of discussion aa to its fate; and 
‘shall an institution hardly more inconvenicat, 

undefended at the 





hardly believe it, 
the Times. 


far more familiar, go down 


firat attack? And before » champion #0 


known as Mr, Herschell? 





be otherwise, For many years to come, th 
buxom widow will continue to draw from 
sympathetic juries the dam 
forted Mra, Bardell and panished the trifling 

of that old repro- 
charming letters, 
the ‘ornaments of literature, will still be 
ed for the benefit of the publi, fa 


folly or the wicked desi 
bate, Mr. Pickwick. 









Bit theie delightfol simpl 
freedom from the conveu 


Word not np 








many 
institution falls. 














ay 





of Roman lai 


German woman would 


institution bas nev 
American ladies are 





themselves on mankind by 


rupture the next engagement. 
. rts of auch actions, th 
¢ love of law which distinguishes 
‘indoos and makes them the best clients in 
She whole world, it ie matter for surprise that 
they have neglected any weapon known in the 
Srmmouries of the attorutes. in England iteelt 


wo never read rej 


from 








The action is not used by 
although, most assuredly, 
oO ‘tunity, wor is it mu: 

otReeIy'ie eantined. t6 
classes, and perhaps is not 
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to Ei 


become pi 


Wo think it 


ty of aty! 


jonal reabrainta of 
the absurd rules of spelling, 
that this will go on for ever 5 
rou @ prospect 
of the good things which their moro fortunate 
fathers enjoy. But wo feel assured that it 
will take many a caso of acknowl 
bate, and many a year, 





the action for broach of promise of mar- 
is and, and to 


it, without the least help from the traditions 

or the customs of our own 

fathers, and wo have never succeeded in in- 

troducing it abroad. A French, or Italian, or 

stoninhed ak = 

posal to suein a court fof damages, because 
Eiinatch hed been broken of 

to say, even in our colonies and in India, the 

opular. "The 

d to take a misfortune 

of this kind with national coolness, revenging 

being the first to 

‘tere in India 

01, 


the 


rede 
not for wa 


for want 


in favour with the 


the 
great 


As it was, 
‘the hot and dust} 
on board, ready 
ures to ono another across 
that night. Tho sun wae 
over the Bay of 
y av our auchor was weighed ; and by 
was served wo. were wel 
over the 


which com- 


ed failure, 
fore this 


And, atranj 
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‘suppored 
keeper. ny 
jion caused by the repeated occurrence, under 
every one’s eyes, of very bad cases of desertion, 
under circumstances which cause groat injury 
men feel that those 
should he punished, 
isting practice ar meaus of 
For this reason the 

men, who ce 
who put it iu fore, 
‘theory of the action is that 
matrimonial eogagemente are contracts, aud 
that those who decline to keep them 





































bound to pay damages equal to the loss caus: 
hy the It is, howeve felt that tl 
is merely’ pretext, and that in 
essence a of this nature is criminal. For, 


ter were oue of contract only, then 
who threw over her intended 
iable to heavy damages, as that is 
8 Joss which can be estimated in money ; 
whereas it is notoriow ‘® man suing in 
this form ne: al 
sum, Moreover, 
tho damages should be proport 
injury doue, aud therefore where the defeudaut 


the 



























is proved to bea rascal, heshould have to pay 
vor 


little, as in that 3 
fiocre the pretensions of the Indy might 
be, it could hardly be coutended that she had 
red much loss by his refusing to marry 
‘Yet we kuow that the verdict is always 
‘¢ in proportion to the supposed delin- 
quoucy of the gentleman. Punishment ix its 
‘object, uot civil justice, And it must be 
owned that it accomplishes its purpose very 
effectively. What with the evideuce as to 
his most private acts, the publication of bis 
‘most unguarded letters, the comments of 
the lawyors, the ridicule of the press, and 
the ruinous damages, tho position of the de- 
fendant in such » case is sufficiently un- 
pleasant, 
‘Dho objection to tho system is that, in 
practice, while it does uot touch those agaiust 













mr. 




















whom it was desigued, aud for whou 
Kept up, it works a good deal of mischief in 
‘cases for which it was never intended. A 





gerd woman, of wlitever rank, does not make 
ler matrimonial engagements’ the subject of 
‘8 public trial, nor seek compeusation in money 
for disappointed affections, ‘The man who 
‘has given her pain hae nothing to fear from 
the Taw, though he is generally punished in 
other ways, ‘Those why come into court aud 
Jay their wrongs aud their lovers’ letters 
before a jury belong to a class which is 
very well able to take care of itself. ‘Ve 
notice that barmaids appear as plaiutiffs in 
® proportion greater than their numbers, 
though there are now so many of th 
‘Tho widow who ‘accidentally made hi 
acquaintance at Brighton” also tigures largely 
in the ‘Tho daughter of “the lodging 
houso-koeper, and the lady at the boardin, 
house, aro also familiar charactors in these 







































dramas, And tho defeudauts are not the gay 
Lotharios of socioty, but very old men, or 
nioro boys, or persons notoriously silly and 
foolish, easily led in any dircction. Iu the 





rolatiohs betweon some men 
the ideal conditions are reversed, and it is not 
the former who need protection. It is not 
very wise to keep up a Iaw to encourage ail- 
veuturesses in entrapping pereous of weak 
intellect, by giving them very large damages 
whi the prey escapes. “It may be said 
that juries can distinguish between good 
claims and bad, and that they would uot fall 
into of rewarding what is vot virtue. 
that experience teaches us that 
this mistake. Some. 
‘the charms of plain- 
others attribute it to # wish to curry 
favour with their own wives. Many bel 
it to be the mere results o 1 stupid 
which, though it cau tell a thief’ when be 
proved to have stolen, is unequal to the more 
delicate task of scoing what is fair and right 
io matters mati but whatever 
cause, the fact is notorious, 
aftor ‘auother is talked into givipg 
largo 
than sinning. And we fear that the Judges, 
at least when not very old and experienced, 
are not oue whit better than the juries, It 
has thus become a tradition of the bar that it 
is better to make no substantial defeuce in 
such cases, than, by telling the truth as to 
‘the plaintif, to inour the aggravated damages 





ud sume Wome! 






















































‘with which such conduct is generally punished, 
and the reproach of having not only wronged 
the woman in her susceptibilities, but 
blackened er character. 

‘No subject is more popular in fiction than 
te punishment of the faithless lover. We 
see him treated with » variety of penalticn 
which, might have helped Dante in his de 
scription of Hades. To say nothing of the 
fate suggested by the Inst word of the 
last sentence, we. discover him “ the 
last battle borne down by the flying,” we 

wise Lim as ied tim from 
the tield of duel, as in “David 

















him horaewhipped with Crosbee, 
‘society, perhaps meeting the moat appropriate 
fate of au unhappy marriage. Butiu no case has 
avy author ever been rash enough to veuture 
to make a breach of promise case the instru- 
ment of chastisement. It would be a strauge 
couclusion, for instance, to “The Little House 
of Allington,” if Lilly Dale were to appear in 
the wituess-box. And this shows that there 
ix no real popular sympathy with the institu. 
tion. If there was, we would have such 
cases in novels, as we have trials for 
murder or forgery, suits for la 

proceedings. Whenever the subject is touched 
you in fiction, it is always with ridicule, ax 
in the celebrated caso of Bardell v. Pickwick, 
aud the many instances in which Mr, 
ollope’s more careless heroes get themselves 
into trouble about London, and are nearly, 
though never, we think, altogether victimised. 
Popular opinion and’ every-day experience 
seew to uy to be altogether against the ayatem, 
aud we have no doubt that the movement 
commenced by Mr. Herachell will be cone 
tinued until, in the long rau, after many 
difficulties, it proves euccessful ; provision 
being duly mado to leave a remedy in auch 
cases as that amoug the Parsees at Bombay 
lately, which are iu name only of the nature 
of breach of promise, in reality something 
‘much more sorious. 

























imarriag’ 
add much glory to » sort of action which is 
perhaps doomed soou to disappear, In this 
aifair the ordinary relations of the parties 
were reversed, it was the man who sued the 
woman for her breach of contract. There 
could be no sort of doubt as to the fact of 
the coutract. An agreement was signed 
by the parties, whereby the defendant 

reed to become the lawful wife of the 
plaintiff on or about ist January, 1875. To 
default the defendant was to pay = third 
bare of the property which might be left to 





hier uuder the will of ier parents, She was | Tl 


to pay more than this if she did not 
enpouse hor businesslike wooer. She was to 
pay him 20 por annum at the end of 1875, 
401. at tho end of 1876, SOL in 187 
in a sort of ma : 

lady died, or |, oF pe 
bankrupt.” In the tenth year thi 
be over 10,0001. a year. 


















ot very emay 
to ace how the impassioned lover, whose sur- 


ne was Heap, 
niay 

enter into thi 
had known each otiver for a loug time. 
Heap first made tho acquaintance of Mise 
Marris when he was second master at Caistor 
Grammar School, ia 1857 or 1858. The 
father of Miss Marris was a solicitor practiain 
in the neighbourhood. In 1862 the head 
master of the achool died, and the plaintiff 
hoped to obtain his place. "He failed, and it 
seems that the father of Miss Marris ‘opposed 





1d whote Christian name 








and prevented the appointment. Ten years 
after this the singular cont descrit was 
signed, and which was perhay 5 





‘Heap, as a schoolmaster, 
of the arithmetical problem about the nails in 
the horse’s shoe. For the defendant it was 
alleged that the contract was to be invalid 
in certain circumatances, but the defence was 
not proved. A private arrangement was made 
between the parties, and the aggrieved Mr. 
Heap accepted the of 1,000. as fall 
compensation to_his injured feelings, 

result seems curious till we learn, from 

statement of tl lefendant’s counsel, that his 
client was willing to pay 1,001, rather than 





















to th disposal of the di a 
PY ol looumenta,”” 
Mr. Heap thus won his case and gets bis 
money, and probably Misa Marris recovers 
her letters. ‘Thus we eee how noble an in- 
stitution is that which permi‘s auita for breach 
of promise of marriage 














THE PHONOGRAPE. 
(The Weekly Times.) 

Nob many weeks have passed sinco wo wero 
startled by the announcement that we could 
converse audibly with each otber, although 

ile by saeana of so many, 



















telephon 
us—an invention, purely mechanical in ite 
nature, by means of which words spoken by 
the buman voice can be, so to speak, stored 
p, and reproduced at will over and over again, 
hundreds, it may be thousands, of times, 
‘What will be thought of « piece of mechanism 
by means of which a message of any language, 
any levgth, can be spoken on toa plate of 
metal, that plate sent by post to any part of 
the world, and the message absolutely re- 
spoken in the very voice of the sender purely 
by mechanical agency? What, too, shall be 
said of a mere machine by means of which the 
old familiar voice of one who is no longer with 
‘us on earth can be heard speaking to usin the 
ery tones and measure to which our ears 
"eThe highlyiogeutou by which 
0 ly ingeuious apparatus by whic! 

this wonder is effected, is the invention of 
Mr. Thomas A. Edison, of Manlowe. park, 
New Jersey, U.S.A., the electrical adviser to 
the Western Uniou Telegraph Company. 
Mr. Edison is well known in the States, aud 















scarcely less eo in England, for several valua- 
ble practical tions of electrical acience, 
among Mr. '» other invei being 





an exceedingly well-arranged telephone. To 
the preseut invention Mr, Edison has given 
the name of the Phonograph, and it depends 
for its action upon certain well-known lawa 
in acoustics, 
‘The Phonograph is composed of threo parts 
muaivly—naiuely, a receiving, a recording, and 
itting "apparatus, ‘The receiving 
cousints of curved tube, ono 
of which is fitted with a mouthpiece 
for the couvenienco of speaking into it. 
‘The other eud is about two inches in diame- 
ter, and is closed in with » disc or diaphragm 
of exceedinly thin metal, capable of being ap- 
plied to it from within the tube. ‘To the cen 
tre of this diaphragm—which forma » right 
angle with the lorizou—is fixed » amall 
Dlunt steel pin, which, of course, partakes 
of the vibratory motion of the diaphragm. 
arraugement is caried on a tablo 
ith a net of screws, by moans 
of which it can be ajusted’ relatively 
to the second pi ratus— 
the recorder, This is a brass cylinder, about 
four inches’ in leogth and four inches in 
ameter, cut with a coutinuous V groove 
from one end to the other, #0 that it in offect 
represents a large screw. Measuring along 
this cylinder from one end to the other there 
fare 10 of these grooves to the inch, or about 
40 in the whole length. ‘The total’ length of 
this continuous groove, or screw-throad, is 
about 42 feet—that is , that would bo 
the length of the groove if it were aatraight 
line. ‘This cylinder is mounted on » horizontal 
axis or shaft, carried in bearings at either 
end, and having its circumferential 
Dretented tothe steal point of the re 
us, it is lon, 
TEE om beyoud the cobs ofthe cylinder, 
and one of the prolongations is cut with a 
screw thread and works in a screwed bearing. 
‘This end terminates in a handle, and aa this 
is turned round the cylinder is’ not only ro- 
volved, but by means of the screwed spindle 
is caused to travel ita whole length in front of 
the steel point, either backwards or forwards. 
now seo that if the pointer be act in 
the groove in the cylinder at its commence. 
ment and the handle tamed, the groove 
would be traversed over the point from be- 














apparatu: 

























































ginning to end, or, conv. 
always be presented to 
‘peaking <n the reesiver would produoe waves 
of sound which would cause the point to enter 


to greater or less depths into this groove, 
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According othe degree of intensity given to 
the preesure upon the disp 
Porations of the sound produced. ‘This, 
of course, of itself would mean nothing ; but 
order to arrest and preserve these sound 
pprouures, » sheet of tinfoil is interposed, 
Rhe foil being inelastic aud. well adapted for 
reot impressions, This sheet is placed 
faround the cylinder and its edgos lightly fast- 
fened together by moutbglue, forming au 
endless Uand, and held on tho cylinder at the 
edges by tho indiacrubbor rings, If a peraon 
ow speake into the receiving tube and the 
handle of th cylinder be turued, it will be 
teen that the vibrations of the pointer will be 
Fnaprwed upon that portion of the tnt 
over the hollow groove aud retained 
These impressions will be more or less deeply 
marked according to the modulations aud in- 
foious ofthe apraker'e voi” WWe hare now 
 meusago verbally imprinted upon a strip of 
metal, Sound haa, in fect, been converted into 
Visible form, and we lave now to translate 
hat manage by reconvertig it nto sound. 
We are about," in effect, to hear our own 
voice speaking from a machine the words 
which have jast fallen from our lips. To do 
we roquire the third portion of Mr. 
n's apparatua—tho transtittor. 
This consist of .what may bo called a 
couical metal drui, having its larger cud 
open, tho smaller eud, whieh is about Zin, iu 
diameter, boing covered with paper, which is 
strotched taut as fs the parchment of a drum: 
head, Just iu front of this paper diaphr 
ight, flat steel spring, held in» vertical 
ion ‘aud terminating in a bluut steel 
int projecting from it, aud correspon 
With that on the diapbragis of the revolver 
‘The spring is connected with the paper 
hragavof the trananittor by means ofa 
silken thread, which is placed just sufficiently 
in tension to the outer face of the 
diaphragm to ansuwe a slightly convex form. 
‘This apparatus ia placed on tle opposite vide 
cylinder to the receiver, ing ect 
jor apparatus back from tho cylinder, 
ing, by turning the handle iu a reverse 
t the cylinder back to what wo 
y term the zero point, tho transmitting 
ia advanced towards the cylinder, 
it acrew, until the i 
olute ‘pressure in tho 
indentation made by the puiut of the receiver. 
If now the handle be turned at the samo 
an when the message was beivg 
el point will follow the line 
will vibrate in periods 
impressious previously 
il by the point of the 
eof the 4 
id depth being thus com 
F diapbrage, there will 
iy the same eounds that 
jee were required to produce 
on the tin-foil, ‘Thus 
speaker will be heard iaguing 
from tho couical drum in his ‘own voice, 
however, with a slight metallic of 
« be revolved 
than when the message was be- 
| the voice assumes a buss toue ; 
oro quickly, the message ie given with « 
childish treble, ‘Photo variatious occur accord: 
tho vibrations aro moro or loss frequent. 
Such is the it promises to 
le of the recent 
The machine we bave 
the first Mr, Edison has made, 
is uow constructing ove to be set in 
by clock-work, the oplinder being 16 
long. In the’ present machine, for 
B® loug message, ax woon as’ one 
strip of the tin foil is filled, it is removed 
su replaced by others until the communica: 
tion Iias been completed, In using the 
achive for the purpose of correspondence, 
tho anetal strips are removed from the cylin. 
d ¢ to the person with whou the 
to correspoud, and who must 
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im, when he hears his friend's voice 
to im from the indented metal. 
And he can repeat the contents of the missive 
aan often as he pleases until he bas worn the 
metal through. The sender can maki 











indefiuite number of copies of his communica. 
tion by taking a plaster of Paris cast of the 
origins! strip and rubbing off ions from 
i$ on 6 clean ahevt offoil, It will thas be seep, 


as we stated at the commencement of this. 
article, that the voices of those who have left 
us, either for ever or for a season only, can be 
heard talking with us if we 80 desire it. 

‘The invention has been so recently and so 
quickly (developed into existence by Mr 
‘dison, that he himeelf can bardly say what 
its practical value is or will prove to be. 
Numerous applications suggest themselves, 
tbat beyond thote to which we havo alluded, 
tis difficult to say with precision how thoy 
would work out in practice. In cases of 
depositions it might be of the highest im- 
portance to have oral evidence mechanically 
reproduced in a court of justice, Authors, 
too, may perhaps be saved the trouble of 
writing their compositions, 











PROPHETS OF EVIL, 
(Liberal Review.) 

There are people who always live in an at- 
moxphere of impending doom ; just the sxmeas 
thereare people of ao mercurial a temperament 
and with such a perounial well-spring of con- 
tentment in their disposition that no amount 
of mental or physical disaster can make them 
desponding. ‘The latter class is not a large 
‘one, more’s the pity, but the first one 
Who does not know the prophet of evil, male 
aud female? ‘The people who begin to anti- 
cipate a bad end for anything beforo the firat 
blush of a bright boginning has bad time to 
die away ; the solemn croakers, who with 
pointed forefinger, aud voice of tragic depth, 
tako you by the button-hole, and before the 








ug | salutations of the day are over whisper into 
friend is 


your ear the mews that your dearest 
ying, oF that #0 and ao's uame will be in the 
next Gazelle—how many of these have we 
met? Perhaps a man becomes a Prophet of 
evil from the influence of some early hard- 
ship, from defects in education, or perhaps be 
hay had his fanereal instincts’ developed. by 
being wrapped A in a black shawl when he 
was a baby. However this may be, it is 
certain that for croakers of this class the 
light of life, as other men seo it, bas gone 











little bird” has told ber that Smith and his 
wife are not on good terms, and that just 
before dioner last Sunday ho threw the log of 
mutton in the coal-hole and beat her with the 
poker. Yet perhaps the real fact was Smith 
and his wife bad a “few words,” bat 
nothing beyond one of those little storme 
which will burst across the clearest matri- 
monial “sky. ‘Then s good many of the 
female prophet’s predictions are conveyed 
winks ‘and abruge of, the eboulders, 
Leprecatory raisinge ‘of the hands ; endif 
dinaater ever comes upon one of her owa sex 
who is particularly undeserving of it the 
female prophet always knew it would be 20, 
and predicted it months before. Of the two 
Classes of croakors perhaps the last named is 
the greater nuisance, Sbe sows dissenslons 
in families by insinuations more implied than 
‘spoken, aud distorts innocent circumatances 
into grave wickednesses by her ig lo 
For all this she richly deserves the dacking- 
stool, the stocks, or any other remedial 
agency for a scandal-bearing woman which a 
trie generation established’ and the proseat 
savine cae sholisied, ped them how you 
may, the mao witl jis solemn warnings, or 
the” woman with her ornithological oon- 
fidonces, they aro an institution we could 
easily spare. 















BREAD. 
(Patt Malt Gazette.) 

An ancient called bread the ataff of life, 
but he spoke of the bresd of that period, 
‘The bread sold in our times in often as a 
broken reed, not fit to Jean on, When oor 
was ground by wind or water power it was 
ground slowly and in amall quantitios; now 
it is ground wholesale, and the grinding is 
rapidly finished, Wo suffe from 
the fact of too much wheat being ground in 
the sutumn and too little in the  # 
Flour, like ground coffee, loses flavour, an 
tasteless bread begets a craving for condi- 
menta and stimulants, Has it been noticed 
that, in the countries where tho peasants 
bruise their own corn and bake their own 








out, and they behold all things through » 
mental gauzo which reduces all ebjects. how 
ever bright aud sunny, to a dull neutrality of 
sadness. The croaker is the sort of man who 
at every addition to his family scowls, and 
forthwith draws for the benefit of the innocent 
infant a picture in which famine, battle, 
murder, and sudden death are the side-lights, 
At festive times he is especially in his 
element ; and at Christmas he draws his little 
family together and teaches them to make the 
szoat ofthe plum pudding, fr the probability 
is they won't kzve any next Christmas, Ho 











carries a wet bleakst, which he always proffers 
to people who look warm and. cheerful. 
ly ho is a raven whose croaking never 
If you ask him his opinion on the 
Fastern Question he will tell you—firat, that 
there is certain to be a general European war 
within one week from that date; and that 
before six monthe are over the Czar of all the 
Russias will bo giving receptions in Govern. 
ment House at Calcutta, whilet Cossacks put 
to ignominious deaths 
Europeans whom they can 
nto. Having got ao far into his picture, the 
rophet of evil to warm to his subject. 
Tinere will boi Ireland, and a Fenian 
raid on Canada; the Gaikas and Galekas will 
annex tho ‘Tranavaal which we annexed be- 
fore, and the English will be banished from 
the Cape territory ; the native ralers on the 
Weat Coast of Africa will again declare war, 
alter having previously acalped and eaten ali 
missionaries found within their dominions ; 
and finally the typical New Zealander will be 
seated on the ruins of London Bridge, whilat 
the Emperors of Germany, Russia, and Aus- 
tria sow the site of tho 
with salt. There is no abeu 


for him to utter. ‘Trifles light as air are to 
him confirmation stroug as proofs of holy 
writ ; and if he discovers what id 

to be'a bole 


in shreds, and the pieces distributed among 
the visas fienda Bok there aro fomale 
prophets of evil, ly less us 

those we have indicated. ‘The female prophet 
ia not always gloomy and morose. As often 
as not, abe is an eager little woman who flits 
among her friends gathering materials for 
scandal and asaid 



































fouses of Parliament 
ji ild for 














Tancos | flour ; so it is well wort! 





flour, bread in the staple food, even th 
fruit, vogetablea, fish, and moat be abundant? 
‘Tho’ reason is that good bread supplies in 
It the nourishing properties of many 
kinds of food. It contaius albumen, fil 
gluten ; it makes bone, muscle, blood, 
iasue. ‘The wandering Arab ‘lives almost 
ly upon bread, with a fow dates as a 
relish ; and this not because meat is scarce in 
his part of the world, but because he feals no 
ai thoegh, tans acing witoleale = 
10% if an enter ing wi jour 
prod ‘company were to set up its mills 
Ete detart be 


‘This manufactoring of flour on agrand scale 
by steam milla of troubles to the 
bread consumer. Soong as sacks wore carried 
on donkeys’ backs up the atony track or down 

ratty lane to the mill, it would not havo 
id tho miller to import rubbish to mix with 
is meal. But we have changed all that, ‘Tho 
modern company has level and well-metalled 
road, with the best of cranes and traction 
gngites, and the company buye wheat and walle 
ita while to purohase 
bone-dust, white pes-flour, 
Cornish porcelain earth, ‘and other 
ingredients ooly known to millers, ‘The requlb 
compound ‘which, being barely ball «fool, io 
compound w! * 
very little better than no bread. Itis taste: 
igeetible, and annatritive, Tt bas to 
make it palatable; 
wen more adulterated than 
bresd, qualm is added to qualm, Time was 
when's peasant or mechanic went to hia work 


munching a dry crust contentedly, and when 
it would ba thought steal io 
2 poor man i to wast somthing 
to the hank given him for breakfast and supper. 
Bat nowadays the axiom that bread is not 
onough of itself to food a young Christian has 
penetrated into the most poverty-stricken 
Quarters ; so that we see the unsightly mass 
of treacle, the quarter-inch of dripping, or the 
deadlier yellow grease in the raking of which 
xno cow ever had a share, maternally doled oat 
for the gratification of little urchins who 
bite at plain broad heartily enough if it ware 
‘We aro not advocating » bat 
only the purification of bread, 
restored to its function 
life to those w 




















‘somo tons of al 
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Lot those who 
butter ; but let 
Iargely’on broad be enabled todo so. It: 
‘be done if half the attention which ie paid to 
checking the adulteration of beer wore be- 
stowed on atopping tho poisoning of the loaf. 
‘The well-to-do, who patronise fancy bread at 
t ate treated to as much adultera- 


rolle aro, whitened wi 
astringent, binderis he 
tito bo it noted, acts aa a corrotive on the 
teeth, causing the enamel to decay premature- 
however, have only themselves 
‘not pure wheaten ; 
wheat yields a gro 
mhiteness and sponginess be 
can only be obtained at the expense 
Those who, knowing this, eat brown bread, 
might at east sticklo for having a sound 
wheaten loaf iostead of tho mixture of ryeand 
ea flour which is often aotd as a substitute ; 
jut the rich aro more coucerned about their 
wines thau their bread. With the poor the caso 
fw difforcat. They do not prosecute their 
bakers, bocause they cannot afford to do so, 
‘Thoy somotimes fiud in their loavos quocr 
substancos, porcoptible to the oyo and tooth— 
hard, caloaroous lumps, chips of straw, and 
jould cost several po 
to institute « prosecution, and, after al 
wore lovelled againat a baker it would not 
roach the real offender. A baker, of course, 
knows that hia flour is adultered, but if heaold 
pure bread he would have to raiso his prices 
to compote with unscrupulous rivals; and it 
is doubtful whether his customers wouldremain 
{aithfal to him—for to the poor the cheapest 
ceatablos aro themost attrative. ‘Thus we turn 
in » vicious circle, and it becowes manifest 
that the millors aro tho porsons who should be 
brought to book. Public analysts ought to 
visit millers’ sacks as vigilantly aa they are 
beginning io napect milk 5 and after thi they 
should, overhaul the loaves in the bake 
shop. Responsibility being thus equally appor- 
tioned, ono of tho first results would bo to raiso 
the coast of bread everywhere by about a half 
nny on the four-pound loaf; but the con- 
ald get inalalabe cospmnntion in 
‘ food at once nourishing, forti 
tootlsowe. How cxcalleat fare bread 
home-made country loaf 


jose who would desire to 































































It requires no condim« ‘accept 
but supplicn an all sufficient meal to the 
hungry mao, without cloying tho stomach or 
ever tiring the palate, A very different sub- 
stanco this from the heavy city-baked balf- 
Auartern, which turos to friable dust four-and- 
‘twenty hours after it has loft the oven, and is 
i rd. atone by the ond of a week. 
gth from this bur- 
30 of breads and the city child who has 
rnod to think poorly of it from his infancy, 
lly grows up to think that the prayer 
ly broad” sums up bat asmall part of 
man's noeda in respect of diet. 




























TELEGRAMS. 
(Straita Times Extra.) 
Loudon, 15th Apri 


An anti-English touo and popular feeling 
‘against England aro incroasivg in Russia. 

Her Majesty, in reply to tho address to the 
Crown in roferonce to calling out the Resorves, 









thanks Parliament for its loyalty, and says 
the is aure she can always rely on the Come 
mons for maintaining the honor due to t! 





Crown and upholding the stability of 


Empi 
Constantinople, 15th April. 

‘The Porto has ordered the Commander of 
tho Turkish troops to resist any attempt at 
tho ocoupation of Constantivople. The Porte 
hhga refused to sanction the Austrian occapa- 
tion of Bosnia aud Herzegovina, 

London, 16th April. 

‘The Austro-Hungarian Ambassador at Con- 
stantinoplo has renewed his proposals for an 
Austrian occupation of Boia and Herze- 
govina, It is reported that Russia has con 
tented to the requisite modification of the 
treaty conoladed at San Stefano in case the 
Porto accepts the Austrian 

Tho Chancellor of the Exchequer, Sir 
Stafford Northcote, stated in the House of 
Commons to-night that the situation certainly 
causes anxicty, but that nothing bad been 
done to aggravate it, nor had anything ocear- 
red to diminiah the hope of amicable arrange 
monta, . He expected another Circular from 














he entertained hopes of friendly 
arrangement relative to Thessaly and Epirus, 
through the good offices of a. The 





Secretary of “State for the Colonies, Sir 

Michael Hicks Beach, announced that the latest 

news from South Africa was less alarming. 

‘Tho Postmaster General stated that the 

‘question of the conveyance of the Indian maile 

after the termination of the existing contract 
‘consideration. 


was under 
‘St. Petersburg, 17th April. 
1s in set offically stated tations 
between Germany, England, and Russia are 
proceeding satisfactorily. 
Bucharest, 17th April. 
‘Tho Roumanian army is moving towarde 
the Carpathians in order to avoid 
disarmament and collisions with the 
‘troops. 





London, 18th April. 
Console are unaffected by the annonnce- 
ment of the despatch of troops from India, 
‘Tho English journals of all opinions, excopt 
tho Daily News, unite in approving tho do- 
pateh of Ludiau teoops as a proper procaution- 
ary moasuro. 
18th April, 


‘The Sultan has dismissod Pacha, who 
is friondly, to England, ‘aud has appinted 
Sadyk Pacha as Promier, Safvet Pacha as 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, and Izzet Pacha 
‘as Minister of War, 

St. Petersburg, 18th April. 

‘Tho Czar has sent General Todleben on » 
special mission to San Stefano, tho object of 


which is unknown, 
London, 19th April. 

A Royal Proclamation prohibits the export 
of torpedoge and all spparatae connectod 
therewith. The total lives lostin the Childseall 
Hall wero fifteen, including the Rev. 
Horsfall, Miss Hammond, Mr. Charles Wain- 
right, and Mra, Nesfield’s infant, mong the 
passengers, besides the Captain and tho frst 
and second officers, 

‘Thonegotiatiousbetween 








Constautinop! 











and, Germany, 


and Kussis, now centre in Berlin. ' Tho pros- 
ta of the German mediation being success- 
Tatare considered bopefal. A Conference of 


‘Ambassadors is to be held at Berli, 
in ordor to draught invitations to » European 
Gongrete which shall moet in principle, 

demande regarding peace conditions, 
illest ie same time cousulting the feelings 
o 











Clippings. 





‘Tho King of Burmah has, it appears, been 
lately much énnoyed by some of his Ew 
calling at the to ask for th 





pay, which {2 moro than four months in ar- 
rear, so His Majesty has issued an order that 
none of them are, in fature, to be allowed 


iti th ta of thi —Bi 
within the precinct © palace.—Bombay 


The members and others connected with 
jkong, have testified their 


Union Church, Hi 





‘years, 
a cheque : 
‘entation took place in the Church, in pres- 
ence of a considerable number of ‘the sub- 
scribers.—China Mail. 


‘The purchase of Mr, Whitehead’s secret 
the Government appears to have proved we 
worth the money, as the insight thus gained 
into the construction of his wonderful torpedo 
has resulted in something more wonderful 
till, The laboratory torpedo is as far ahead 
of the Whitehead as the latter was in advance 





of its rivals, ‘The new torpedo can travel at a 
speed of thirty miles an hour, and can be 
adjusted with more certainty than its rival. 
It is worthy of notico that the authoritios at 
‘Woolwich now decline to show distinguished 
foreigners all that they are doing. 





the Porte. Sir Stafford Northoote farther 





bay dear meat and bad J stated that the assertion that England was the ordinary way. The people here ha 
me who, would desire & jnolated was unjastified, Concerning Greece j prejudices against the th re 


ete a aches, but, 
paging maton Nyce Aptana 
nly condition they ‘seem 0 impovo is chat 
thove Chinamen who come here in fatare abs 
bring their owa wives with them. Let then 
do thin ad all wil be well.” 

‘Av amusing incident happened when the 
Custom House was opened at 9 o'clock, sharp, 
i of nding asd! ant import application to 

illo an. import application 
transahip certain cargo to Omka, A fow 
minutes afterwards another bill of ladiog came 
through the window from soother Chinaman 
and an application to have some cargo landed 
here, Te was at once seen that the two 

wore eapect of the ame cargo, 
were handed back through the 

th m request for an explanation, 

ht the fio Chinese frieuds face to 
face, and an edifying row ensued, which 
ended in the withdrawal of one of the appli- 
tations, the ‘settlement of the question’ of 
which was the amarter man of theso two 
Colestials being probably left to stand ovor 
for another opportuaity.—Hiogo News, 


















Tho Lord Chict Jurtico of Kugland is 
evidently bent upon brightening up tho over. 
‘give of jurymon that tho dullovt 
wen to all appoxrauce in the universe are 
unfrequently to bo found half asleop in a 
Lox. “His Tordship's Inst sally is per! 
A young woman in service was charged on 
clear evidence with robbing ber employer of 
jewellery, and setting fire to the house to 

The jury, after wuel on 
ui 



















\ide her crime. 
sideration, found the young wows 








and recommended herto mercy. Chief Justice 
Cockburn firmly refused to listen to the re- 


iy 


a 


commendation to mercy, and on tho 
aking to be excused further attoudance 
‘with soverity:—"‘By all means, geutlemen, 
jury who could beritate ao long in 0 o 
‘ease and then recommond the 
imeroy without avy ground whatever, must be 
‘a jury with whose servicos I should’ bo moat 
suxious to dispen ave the greatout 
jeasuro in discharging you." An intelligent 
Jury that pleased tho Lord Chief Justivo 
might, by tho same rule, have doublo duty. 
Perhaps those hesitating Suavox jurymen were 
not #0 dull as they looked, but woro plotting 
to got dismiased,—Overland Mail. 


Another apparatus on the telephonic prin- 
ciple bas been invented which by » certain 
process takes down and records musical 
sounds as spoken words are reported by aiort: 
hand writers, At a recent meoting of 
;ph Engincers thie wonderful 

re and object of which 

























aro sufficiently indicated by its name, ‘the 
formed 





ionograph"—was exhibited and 
cee oatee 
Histeners and fookere on. A phonograph ro- 
cently arrived from the United States was 
shown and made to utter a sentence which it 
had brought with it from New York, and 
which it bad alresdy pronounced for the en: 

tertainment of the passengers on board 
“Much amusement,” it in ani 














sche; and being encored, repeated 
roars of aghter.” Apparently, 
the amusing sentence imported 


from New 





York, the crack in the gentleman's voice 
whi 1g Feproduced, caused ‘roars of 
laughter,” can be re ‘agsin and again 





“ 
for an indefinite number of times, often as 
it thought necessary to turn him into 
fidicule. ‘The phonograph is certainly far 
less discreet instrument than the telephone. 
What goes in at one end of the telephone 
comes ont at the other. Nothing remains, 
‘The phonograph, however, like a» recording 
apirit, notes down every word, together with 
the very tone in which it is uttered, aud 
house may be so fitted up with phonographs 
that nothing cau be said in one room without 
being heard i other. Altogether the 
phonograph will do for the human voice what 
photosrapby only too accurately does for the 

juman face ; and as the one process omite in 
jortraits neither moles, pimples, nor 
wrinkles, but rather ex: stes such defects, 
20 the other will not fail to take sccouut of 
Yalgsriame and rors ood provinelaions of 
speech. —Overiand 
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«Most 
Mra, Be 
room !—T'll 
‘through the 


Mr. _Basinghal (City__merchant 
convenient ! wi 
Sort art was io my ow rawing. 
tell her you're here.”—(Speake 
‘Taephoue,)—“Dawdles is here—Just come 
‘rom Paris—Looking so well—Desiros to be, 
fc., &e.” “Now, you takeit, and you'll hear 
her voice distinctly !"—Dawdiee : “ Weally !” 

Dawdlos takes it, and does hear ber voice 














suattditinctly The Voie: “For goodnow 
dou’t bring ‘that Inmufferable 
Roolte howe to dinner 11"—Punch, 


ihe Japanese o oficial organ, the Nichi-nichi 
Russians have made great 
oe sparations fo the protection of Visdivoe- 
"There are at present 4,500 eavaley aud 
17500 infantey at Usrieki, 1/500 iofant a 
Amora, and 2,800 infautry, 600 
and 2,000 ‘marines ia. the ‘eaatera. part of 
Siberia, ‘There are four men-of-war on the 
sea, and the entrance of the port is stocked 
with torpedoes.  Whenover a vessel arrives, 
it is piloted into port by « man-of-war, to 












exnble i to pick ita way without coming into 
Gallision witha torpedo.—Tranelated by Japan 
erald, 


T must aay, Ulya 
ho put on hor night-oap, while the 
allowed bie at Windsor Castle 
Vothor night, “1 must aay it was vory rud 
of yon to oak, “+i the motor was fréze 














sd what a ange ‘family Wick 






say th, poor thing, has to economio all abe 
can, You know you had to when you were 
King—I mean Pr and the good soul 





dropped off to a ing Grant to wonder 
whotber Dieu et mon droit over the fireplace 
was s Latin motto, and if eo, whether it 
meant “No Smoking in Bed.” 











Join Brown and Co 

His Excellonoy is at presont travelli 
in England to ace all the v facturea 
‘aud appliances of machinery, ia which he 
takoa a great interest, previous to his going 
to Berlin, as Chinose Ambassador to Ger- 
At both the establishments be was 








ry manufactures. T! 
cy was ontirely unexpected, and no 
rangementa could possibly be made 
















able a roll of paper that the secre- 
tary had not had the courage to untie the 
that bound it, “It is not written ina 
to auit our thestre,"" was the answer. 
Tete not bad, but you must accustom your. 
self to writ * af is 
teak through the novel was the rep 
twee a reflection on. Villemoat's intonation, 
resented by saying that the play | aber 
was " deficient is Ct 



























tho applicant, invited 
nd helped him to a successful 
lebut at the Odeon. 

Reuter’s ‘Telegram Company, says Public 
Opinion, wish’ to correct an erroneous an- 
nouucoment made in their Brisbane 

2nd, March, published ix the 
th, that “Lady Ken- 
2 birth to twins, the eldest 
‘The Company explain that the 











ad 

- being a aon, 
mevsage they received contained 
Governor of Qu twins first son.” 
Being, however, ‘rbeoquently intoemed that 
Sir Arthur Kennedy was unmarried and that 
there must be some mistake, a” ic 
repetition was at once demanded. It has 
heen received a to-day thy, and ore that 
‘the words” reall by Beuter’s 











words | the whole 


‘agent were “Governor Queensland ‘turns first 
s0d,'”" alluding to the Maryborough-Gympie 
Railway in courae of construction. The words 
in italics were matilated by the telegraph in 


franemission from Australis, and reaching the | 


pany in the form mentioned above gave 
rise =e mistake. 

At the Sosiety of Arts on Wednesday night, 
Mr. Lane Fox, reports the Spectator, described 
‘8 very beautifal invention of his own, which 
seems likely to te very much the con- 
venience of our lighting arrangements, and to 
supersede the labour of lamplighters. It is a 
uuethod for atthe same moment opening the 
stop-cock which supplies the gas and kindling 
the gas by an electrical apparatus. By send- 
ing throogh his wire (which will, of course, 
be carried along under the street) a current of 
electricity, Mr. Lane Fox at once converts the 
bar which is to close ithe mouth of the gas 
pipe into = 
End 0 opens pipe, aud'be 
fn electeto sparis Munling'the gas thus vet 
liberty. Mr. Lane Fox showed his experi 
ment very successfully on # number of burn 
in tho locture-room, and it seems to bo ad- 
mitted that, by the help of ie apparat 
shall have all tho lamps in any atroct mupp! 
with that apparatus Kindlod and turned aif at 
the same moment, and that in this way there 
ill be great economy effected of gas, labour, | O 















‘The China Mail learns regret the loss 
of another vessel—the Italian Shae gpm Fran- 
cisco Starace, Captain Gi 
register, off the Strait of Data Balabac ( Pulp 
pines.) "This vessel left Hongkoug for Manila 
on the Ist March, 











iat February sailed “again for the same port 


| without having been successful in her object, 
to | only taking away 1,98 piculs of sxpanw 
She returned a 


coking on the 11th March, 
Jett for Mile in 


Gt arrivis td 


‘the ‘obtai 
rent sugar. 


Frag 


the 14th for 


lowing day 
ballast she was 
her object, ‘Thence abe loft for 
Shere on the 6th estan, 
‘ shipment of 
She subsequently lft 
r orders, and on the 18th was 
Strait of Balabao, Lambacan 
Tost, but the 
\doued.” 









Apropos of Tennyson's new “Tho 
baliad of the Fleet,”Lord Bacon, 
his “Considerations touching a warr 
Spring” 1624, thos write of the ght in ‘which 
“In the yearo 
ight, of an Bgl 
ae ‘called the Revenge, under the Command 
of Sir Rickard Greenvill, Memorable (I say) 
even beyond ered ‘aud to the height of 
some Horoicall Fable. And thougt 
Defeat, yet it exceeded a Vioto like 














ry, bein, 
the act of Sampeon that killed ore men at 
his deatb, than he bad dono in the time of all 
his life, ‘Thin ship for the epace of 15 hours, 
hounds, at the 

<a with, in 


sete like a oteggo seuom 
bay, and was seized au 
farne, by 15 great oh 


Bary Se shies 
tors, Joking on afar. tf, And stonget 
ae 15 ships that wht, the great Sant 

Philippo was one; » ship of 1,00 tonne; 
Prince of the twelve Sea Apostics, which 
was right glad when she was shifted off from 
the Revenge. ‘This brave rbip, the Revenge, 
being manned only with 200 (souldiers and 
mariners), whereof 80 lay sicke, yet never. 





theleme, after a fight maintained (as was si) pa 


of 15 hours, and hips of the ene 
tranke by ber aide ; besides mavy more torn 
and battered, great slaughter of men, never 
came to be entered, but was taken by com- 
position ; the enemies themselves having in 
‘admiration the rtae of the Commander, a 








Revenge was 8 ship 500 toos burden, carry 
between 30 and 40 guns, and with’ crew 
250 men. She wes Drake's ship when be 
‘went out against the Armada in 1588, and 
formed the model for many other war shipa 
built in the latter years of Queen. Elizabeth’ 
reign, 





P. 
is repelled, rotates, 
sends 


‘a|R. Bromley, C. 


PASSENGERS. 
Drranren. 
Per str. Hankow, for Hankow—Movars, F, 
.D. Seaton, 8B Fisge, E. Dent, 

J. K, Cunningham, 'J.” Findlay, 
TTokeds, ‘Kasaae, HD. Woolf, Cartas abd 
two missionaries. 

Per.atr. Tahyew, for Fooehow—Mr, B: G.: 
Phipps. 


atr, Tokio Mars, for Néguaakl—Mr, W, 
Fraser, USN. For r_ Kobe Mil Bal 
ion R. M, Valentino, 








% noha cand Mrs. W. 8. We 

ckohama—Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Wetmore, 
ise 8. Méserai' 0 

a Shimidgs, ‘Oonsal,, 


athe Rowe {Lamont Pet 
Miss M. O. Nelson, Miss L, 
ae Gant, U.S.N., Messrs. H, 

McCiatobio, J, Groen, Collin i. Gita, 
and CC. J For Liverpoot—I 


Per str. Shanghai, for Hankow—Mosars, J, 

Lucas, 0, Mf, Wyatt, H, W 
Danial, RG. Oule, J.B. wr, We 
Dagh, J. W. Harding, F 
Foarov, W. W. King, 


Forgusson, W. 
Sober onl 
f Holevald, Q.'W. Herdorvon and 
— 





F 





| Wilson, 60th Rifles, 





Burope, for Foochow-—Mes, J. B. 
allen, eee ow. \Paterson, FM. Dermer, 
E — oe Allen and Tatham. 

Kiangkwan, for Hankow—Mossrs, 
al baiteon Frotiabof and 0, Molotkol 





to | For Chiokiang—Mr. C. Si 


ARnrvep. 


Por atr. Taku, from ‘Tentsin—Mre Brown. 

Peratr. Nagoya Maru, trom Jepan—Mossra, 
G. Stanton, O'Fock, De San, E, Cope, A. 
Reh, and White's Acrobat troupe. 

Per str. Europe, from Fooohow and Wen- 
chow—Mossrs. Schultze and Hamilton, 

we ate, Lombardy, from Soathampton— 

Mollmann 


Lravino, 
Per str, Gwalior, for Hongkong—Messre, 
D, McCarthy, E. Copo and G. Santon, 


aE aE EEaseeseameaes 


Avoertisements, 


The Marine Insurance 
Company. 
ESTABLISHED 1836, 


CAPITAL... 
RESERVE FOND... 





» $1,000,000 
£ "841,000 





PEE undersigned is 

Risks ard anao Police oa bel benait ot 
Tue Manmez Insvnance Company by any 
First-class Steam 


Rates may be had on application, 
GEORGE WITHERS, 
Agent, 





Shanghai, 20th Aug., 1877. 
‘20au/78 638 1 2ino-2ite-2imy 


INSURANCE. 
(PVHE undersigned, as Agents fi 
Burtisn anp Fousion Ma: 
soaxce Comrany (Linirxn), 
red to issue Poli 
the Mail, 0.8.8, 
at the following eates 
An Rinks, 
Hankow to London, ton rea 
‘Shanghai to London, 
‘Shanghai to London, 
Subject to an immediate. 
Fifteen per cent 1d 3. 
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRE, 
Agents, 
Shangbal, 13th June, 1877, 












ie] Wi 
Paty ate 
‘Gash: discount of 





tf 1854 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


SHANGHAI, 10rx MAY, 1878. 


Annrvats—The London mails of 29th March, per P. & 0. stoamer Lombardy; the steamer Sarpedon from 
Liverpool ; and tho sailing vessel Windhover from London. 

Tho M.M, steamer Tigre, bringing the London mails of 22nd March has not been signalled yet, 3 p.m., but sho is 
hourly expected, having left Hongkong before the Lombardy. 











ECE GOODS.—The past week has witnessed « slower market, but atill » fair show of business in plain Cottons, and at the close there 

bier tg an enquiry, with some go in it, springing op for Sttbx Grey Shirtings, Dutch Drills, and American Jeans. Enquirer, 
howover, are naming lower rates, to which at present holders are deme : 

‘The raing in tho Northern and Weatern provinces have been continuous, and, although of » Spring crop there will be none, the 

jeople are cheered with the prospect of an Autumn harvest, and are now preparing the ground for the seeds, By last accounts from 

wet ng thus created was affecting dealers in Pioco Goods, but it cannot lead to any important purchases for month 

i i too full to admit of anything in this line beyond what dire nooeasity 

ive notwithstanding the relief in the native currency; but CHINKLANG is giving out signs of 

beou wanted aud dealt in by the Nivaro buyers, Farther up river the coming Teas are 
















engrossing the attention of traders, . 
4. comparative table of total daliverion and import to date for the last three years, as declared by the Customs, will be found on the 
page 502 hereof, 

Grey Shirtings.—6-lbe.—Of these 7,500 pieces are reported, two-thirds Lie Eagle at Tis. 1.10 per piece for distant arrival, 
FP ike citer third ‘being Dewhurat’s Hed Pheasant in godown at ‘Tis. 1.13 per piece, A small business in Tbe. is recot 
at Tle, 1.24 for Pillar, “to arrive,” and Tis, 1.224 a 1.25 per piece for similar qualities on the spot. 
bottar to fest makes on hand, but buyers favor the lower descriptions, | In 8}-lbs. demand bas embraced every class almost, and yet 
tho sales provnt but an insiguiicant total about 30,000 pleces oly, ‘Tho following are the chop price, viz., Lion (low) Tis, 1.28 
Chinese, Warrior and Blue $-dog, Tis. 1.31 and Tis. 1.35 ; Siltzer’s Pagoda, sound, Tis, 1.40 a 1.42 (rejected for Mildew at the hi 

figaro, aod afterwards auctioned ae noted below); Aappie and Green Stag Head, a. 1 sandy {air to. good. ted 

‘Te, 1:45 a 1.524 ; Red Pagoda and Siltzor’s Horse and Jockey, Tis, 1.60 ; Silver Globe, Tle. 1.65 ; ‘Dewhurst's Green Lion, Tle 

Hand and Branch, Tia, 1.72 a 1.74 per piece. Heavy Shirtinge,—The Pagoda noticed in our last Report was uot Siltzer’s, 

Pagoda, and aales of it sain registered at Tis, 2.10. ‘The same rate has been accepted for a small lot of Blue Joss, (Stowart's), and 

5,000 ploces of the Tai Wo Stag appear ja the book at ‘Tle, 223 per piece, FLRF. Dewburat'e best Bayle under au old rumoured 

contract—25,000 pieces at Tis, 2.55—is said to be in course of delivery. 

White 81 —Thete have attracted but little notice, and buyers have attempted to lower quotations, 

‘T-Cloths.—Ot the higher classod 7-lbs, Mexicans some 15,000 pieces have been sold at from Tle, 1.304 f .T. quality, 
‘and for Hand and Branch, ia. 1.33 for Dewhurst’s Zagle XX; and there has boen » large transaction (5,300 pieces) of good 
medium Cloth at Tle, 1.13 per piece nett, G-lbe., 7-Ibs. common and &-Ibs, Barring somo fow thousand pieces of Blue Stag Head [8-Ibe. 
dono at Tis, 1.50, these weights have not been in favor. 

Drills—Lnglish,—Business continues on a small scalo at about last mail quotations, and the trade have been maki 

but offers are reduced to Ts, 2:05, at which there is uo sellers. American.—Owing to scarcity 

il’s Cock is now Tis. 2.70, and tho rate for Massacnuserr's is maiutained at Tis. 2.75, but tho P._ 





‘There are stocks of 



























%. 
































froaly in and it has a tendency to recede in valuo in consequence, It appears that P.M, . 
ave beon selling at NzwonwaNG at about tho samo prices, and that tho other chops aro now beginning to be appreciated there upon 
thoir merit, Hence the equalising of rates here at the moment, 





Toans.—Beaver.—American has beon done at Tis. 2.15 per piece. Nothing to report in English, 
ingu.— American 12-1b. Sheetings.—10,000 pieces, or thereabout, XXX, have boon sottled at Tis, 2.40 por picce. There is no other 
‘Dusiness recorded under this heading, _Nor has there been any movement worthy of note in the Fancy Goods line, aud the only things 
published in Woot1eNs are 200 pieces H.D.B, Lastings, assorted, at Tis, 9.40, and 300 pieces Scarlet Long Bills, V., at Tle, G.A24 por 
piece, ‘The latter fabric is slowing improving in demand and value. 
































orn . searet, [Dark jotta 
Camlots, Retail pri per plece nom... Tle. M300 [1215 | 107.5 11.6.5 
e 6.2.0 6.2.5 





0.5.2 





0 
| ose | 0634] 043 















































































Fon-Sis Ash \White| Purple. Mauve.| Lt. Gt, | Zc 
Auction, 6th instant. os oe 
Camlots C.P.H. p. poe. 3| 3 sak hi.eryjs | 100 
Lasting Lion, 0.123) 8.75 10.30 180 
Sales, pos... 30°| 10 20 
Kiw-Mixo, 7th inet, 
Camlets C, 120 
Lonj 200 
20 
0 
48 
ey 
‘E-wo, 8th instant. 1 
Camleta H.D.B. p. pee. ¥)11.00/05 11.624, 110.50 pss 300 
les, pee... 120 50 ‘20 
¥ Ells H.D.B. P.pee ‘Z) 6. 220 
p. Stripes, p. ye 120 
‘Sales, pes... 1 3 
Yosn-Fono, 9th inst, f | 
Camlots S.S.G. p. poe. 'F)11.15/25 11.40/52) |12.424/55 |10.574 —_[10.75/774}10.40,13.90 [10.20/15 |10,¢0/625 . }10.90 
Sales, pes...| 430 80 120 20 50 5 | 15 | 30 40 | 10 800 
8. Stripes T.T.B. p.poe. 4} 0.532 | 0.494/4941 0.53} | 0.56 [0.45 | 0.54) 0.47 | 0.50 | 0.47 
Sales, pes. 120 oy 72 6 6 6 6 6 6 252 





























Avotion Sauzs or Corton Goops— 
* Fuk Sing.” 6th instant — 
yHasDeagHers—26-inc, 2,000 dozens, at T. 0.42 per doxen, Dep Buocanes—250 pisces, at Tl, 2.80} 2.81 por piece 
«yet 
cre P= heer 1,000 pieces, at Tis, 1.343 for 8-lbs., Tis, 1.123 for 7-Iba, Vatvers—22-inch Lie Woman, 60 pieces, at 
1 yard. 


“Rin Ming.” —Tib tostant— 
Gaxy Surrivas—8}-Ibe., 3,650 pieces, at Tis. 1.48 for Red Lion, Tis, 1.654 a 1.66 for Red Ram. T-Crotus—T-Ibe, Rising Sun, 
‘260 pieces, ab Tis. 1,26} per piece, 
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“Wie Kee.” 


Turkey Reo Camprics—Fisherman, 1,080 pieces, at Tis. 1.41} for 2j-Ibs., Tle, 1.44 for 2h-Ibe., Tis 1.48} for 23-Ibe., Tle, 1.53} 
154} for Blbe.; and Sun and Bull Head ‘chops (Fenta), 540 pisces, at Tis. 1.25 @ 1.35] per piece. Guay Surarmos—i0ll 














(Mildewed), _ s—i 
Buse Drogen (ii 1}, 500 pieces, at Tis. 2.173 a 2.174 per piece. Lastiscs—Lion, 40 pieces, at Tls. 8.80 for No, 1 Assorted, 
“ E-Wo.”—8th instant— , 

Grey Surrtics—8}-lbs., 260 pieces, t Tis. B26 3.37, for Duck, Tis, LOG « 1.532 for Groce Unicorn Tis, 1.665 for 
fee Ryde ee ee ae ees one eee ee 
68-reed, Tle, $05 ce Taree. ee ‘ 

MIscELLANZovs— 
American Suertixes (dam: 800 pieces, at Tis. 2.54 a 2.574 for Lion, Tis, 2.50 a 2.524 for Cock. Prrxtxp T-Croras—550 


ieces, at Tis, 2.39 a 2.414 per piece. 8j-Ibs., Grey SutnTINGs—S50 pieces Dragon (Mildewed), at Tle. 1.354 a 1.36 per pleos, 
Vetvers—250 pieece Lie Tat ‘oman at Tl, 0.143 per yard. ‘ aa : = 











QUOTATIONS—Dory Pav. Dory.* QUOTATIONS—Dorr Pain. Dorr.® 



















@, ¥, Grav Smrerixas— Vem. 

G-lbs, 39 in, 384 yd... Lasrixas, 30 y 

nm ware Latin 

Dewhurat's Eagio nom. Crare Lostees 

8k @ 8h Ibe, Batx—Do, Blac 
RLEANS—Fig., 

EPs iS Golore & Patte 
0.0.8 per pee. Metals and Sundries. 
QuicxsinvEn pol. 
















17; 
Srrarts Tix, Fong Hing. 
‘Aim, 407 30in 16ib, Fok Chok. 
ib, 14.0 15-ibe 
Fine to Finest ,, 
Datoh, 13.0 14)-Ibs nom. °.-2.1.0 5, 
Juans, Dh, Best, 30; 4.30In. yin 88 
English Silbs...1.20 









125 
Comaion chops. 


0.2.5 


0.0.74 06.0 


L108 yi ; 
535" 650 
15:40 15.50 . 


| 
a tbs 
{ 
| 
| 























O12 
008 007 wv 
004 
0.125 
0.08 
Banveenontern— ozs ,, * 
Blue 28 @ BL In... ¥ds042 4 O52/) 90.04 per dor, 
Brown nom. 
srr sa per pee. 035 
is Svoar— 
Damasns, Ries ; White, Swatow, No.2 0.2.0 4 
Gawrux Suirtixos .... 5, Py 2 
Oninrr—Aatorted «0m, 5, ; na diz, 
007 4 beast 0.2.0 
re 0.1.2 
Hrown, Swatow, Boat 020 
0.0.7 per 30 yds. ‘Comuon 


Canton - OLS 


























O15 perpee, | Propen—Black 0.3.6 
OLS White 0.6.0 
Rarraxs—Commos 
O15 Good to 01s 
1.0.5 | 0.0.34 per 30 yds, Best. 
Doartins, 12 yan 7 us 0.0.64 pee pee. | gana Wooo. 
2. 6. - = 
Mosuins, 12yds. 42in.nom.,, 0.6.0, 0.7.0| 0.0.3 $ pleces tothe peut . 
bo» 0.1.0 
Yanx—Corrox—Nor. 28 ¢ 32 70.0. .0| 0.7.0" per pol. ne 
Oamueta, Englisb, SS nom. a 10.5. .' SaNDALWooD, South tes 
GG , : Timor . 040 4, 
2 1¢ 0.0.5 Malabar.. 
: Maxcnove BARK .. aos 
on A950 120 Furst Sroxes a 
ja & Bava Crorus # yd.| 1.4.4 
‘Spanien Stripes » 0.4. 5. O12 ‘Coats, Cardiff (toarrive)t 
» on LEB reyes “Ameri 
HH. 1 05.3 5, 0.5: 2 
Lone Ette-- ) < 0.0.5. per ton, 
. +e 
4.7 - : 
2 
3 “11 0.0.44 |S 
Ale 
nal 0.1.5 por box. 
F{00 wg foot 
J 











© Haikwan Syceo Tis. 100=Shanghai Currency Tis. 111.40. Cargo quotations. 
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METALS.—The only noticeable business consists of some Pig Iron, at Tie, 18.20 per ton, and a few tons of common brands u Lead at 
‘Tie. 4.60 per picul, there being sellers of L.B. at Tis. 4.70 per picul. For a good assortment of Dawe's Nail-Rod Jron Tit. %10 has 
been offered to and declined by one importer, but another is willing to sell at that Sgure, and cannot, 
| KEROSENE.—The for Devoe's afloat bas receded to Tis. 1.70 por case, at which a considerable business has been put through. 
Godown stocks are dealt in but sparingly, and quotations contioue nomizal. 


























EIGHTS.—Agate, American barque 626 tons, Newchwang to Swatow, 25 lay days, $0.28 jicul ; Zngeburg, German barque, 383 
rare Shanghai to'Tientoin, 18 lay days, $3,200, in ful, N wwchwang to Swatow, 18 lay day, ‘30 o5 par pieuly Sadan Britiah steamer, 
ith barque, 299 tons, Ni 


actak: and back, 90 lay days, § $20, in falls 





1,074 tons, Shanghai to Taku, private terms; Oscar Vidal, Bri 
Pallas, German barque, 493 tons, Hakodadi to Hongkong o 
Shanghai to Tientaiv, 14 lay days, $0.35 per picul, 

EXCHANGE.—Sterling rates have advanced 44. @ jd 
‘quotations on India, a rise of nearly | % has been establishe: 


is, 25 lay days, $0.25 per picul ; Nardoo, Bri 


and look very firm at the close, although there is but "ittle business doing. In 
but Banks are not very willing sellers at the exclange rates. 


























NOON. 
CLOSING RATES OF EXCHANGE. 4 PRICES OF BULLION. 
Ow Loxpox,—Bank Drafts, Tel. Transfers... 58. 444. Yl, | Isrenest por annum on firat-clase securities 8 %.—Nom. 
at sight | Mexicas Dottans.—72.675 Tis. per 100 Dollars. 
at 6 m/s » } Canotus Dow.ans.—S6 n noe » 
st 6 if 3) | Prise Goup Bars.—98 Touch, 181.50 Taele, Shangbai Currency per 
Documents, 6 u/s. ais. td. i Bar of Tis. 9.7.2 Chan ping woight. 
at 6 months’ sight. 3) | Hankwax Sycue.—111-4.0 Taels Shanghai Currency per 100 Tacle 
rredita, at 6 monthe’ wight a Haikwan weight. 
ille with Documents, 6 m/s. w | Canton Sycxt.—109.5 Taels Shangbai Currency per 100 Tacls 
—Bank Bills, demand @ 3145 8 100 Tle.” Canton weinht (nominal.) 
On Bonnay.— 9» * Re 313ka 3145, | Ban Sinven—998 Touch or 174 Betterness, Shanghai Currency per 
On Honoxone.—Bank Bills, demand 27] per cent. disc. 100 Taels, Canton woight, 111.2.5, 
Private Bills, at 15 days’ sight, 284 per cent. disc, || Corven Casit.—1,420 per Tael. 








EXPORTS. 
SILK.—Including consignments on native account some 500 bales of silk have been settled for the week, with the market 
any thing at the close, and a tritle mote disposition apparent to do business on tho part of 





showing rather a steadier feeling 
buyers. 


‘Tho purchases incliide— 
Ex, 6 6and 12% 















Goek and Worm Chop, =166 
‘Mountain Chop for Sse 
Bind chop, No. = 158 
© Kinefoug = 158 
‘Common to Sfarkeot Te aasio 10a 18s 
Common to Medium Kabing Tayssains. ‘Tia, 290 805 wp cis 





New Scason.—The worms have safely passed the second st ‘thin ten days honce tho Cocoons will commeneo to bo 
formed ; the weather still koops all that can be desirod, and it is remarkable that as yet not the alightest rumour of any damage 
hhas come to hand from the producing districts, which is quite contrary to the experience of former seasons. With a large crop 
in view some of the older native brokers talk of a possible oponing price of Tis. 270 « 280 for common Teatloos, and Tis. 320 
‘Tis, 330 for market No.4 equal to Blue Elephant chop. This however ia merely conjecturo and the course of politics may 
considerably alter the tone of the silk markets at home, which without doubt must react on the opening prices for the now 
staple, Stocks in London are heavy and deliveries show no improvement at present, so it is quite possible that the above ideas 
of taol prices may be realised at the commencement of season 1878X79. 

‘The unsold stock is about 5,000 bales. 











Comranative Tape oF IMPORTS axv DELIVERIES or PIECE GOODS, LEAD axp NAILROD IRON, at axp rxom SHANGHAI 
ro 10rn @ Stu MAY or tur, YEARS 1876, 1877 axp 1878. 


































i Dauvenses. 
Descrieriox. | sci eS 
1876. 1s7. | sis 1876. 1877. 1878. 
Grey Shirtings . $0572 1,548,741 
Cras 27, 781,679 
155,139 





Dyed Shirtings 











Brocades and Spots White. 
Chintzes 
‘Turkey Red Cambrice 38,348 
Velvets ratty 
Velveteons 4,930 
Handkerchiefs 78,360 
Muslins 22,320 
7,900 
17,215, 
8,705 
29,096, 
21,900 | 
19,938 
Craps 2,300 
Lustres, Plain 6,950 
Do. Figured 45,131 
Do. Crapo 6,073 
Load, in Pig 43,956 
Nailrod Iron 32,191 




















© Exclusive of import cargoes as por list om next page. 
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Statemont of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton ana Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending Sth May, 1878, 
compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 99 to 104, both numbers inclusive. 








Goons, 


Groy Shirtings . 
T-Cloth 
White Shirtings 
Drills, Bog 









Re-Exrorrs axp raxir Dastixation. 











Tron—Nail Rod 








"t [wane 


i 








g Riuklang, 


i 

s 
Py 
g 








































































































Davivenim, Ieronra, erecee a7 pics ane sue. 
Rivonse, Darko lot Jane 1078, 
Gove. nin = 
or Year or Year 
For the Week. 'From let Jang. | For the Week. | From let Jany.| "At date io 

we 161s, | Eatimated, | out May, 1877. 
Groy Shirtings 41,250 | 1,157,320 57,980 | 465,172 | 978,000 | 1,469,100 
t-Oloths 31,074 | 41,125 | 327,004 | 564,100 | °573,300 
Som) “onass| “ase | togase | tate |) Jor'ay 

108,886 45, 
hs 73,923 1,500 011s | 29,300 321,400 

‘Buglia 520 43,826 I, 

Do,’ American 520 ras 1! 80 |} 88400 
Shootings, Ba; ” 1,230 390 10,378 37,600 
Dos, tneraan ani Coutiaental 2,210 200 5, bs 

50 9,635 8,114 2,200 
207! 087 1,700 5,100 
350 17,250 19,368 4,100 
40 2,688 2449 1,600 
Chintzon’.. 900 44,208 33,811 22 
Tarkoy Red Shirtiogs wo] 47301 36, 44,200 
Volvets 452 17,463 10,218 10,000 
Velveteons 228 4,260 3,888 4,200 
Handkorcbiata 1,600 87,023 93,187 400 
200 18,671 34,463 6,100 
Dinuitie 150 3,380 Sens 21983 7,800 
Spanish Stripes 396 | 12,851 13,713 8; 
fedium and Broad Gioibe 236 | 7,838 2360 12,039 
1,260) 99,995 4,380 31,080 
340 22,036 3,720 25,010 
340 14,550 1,358, 14,543 
seat 2100 "200 5,215 
‘200 5,514 5 rs ? 
600! 40,330 13,751 58,294 42,800 
150; 9110 96 786 ‘600 
1,442 39,768 2,084 23,957 
2,169 (35,329 2,520 48,024 











+ Exclusive of Import Cargoes ex Lombardy, Windhover, Sarpedon, Glencarn, Gwalior, Ocean King, Hayln Brown, Iraouactdy, Diomed, 
Wenchow, Agate, Loudoun Castle, Priam, Viking, Olympia, Ficry Cross, Gleneagles, Bracmar Castle, Egeria, 
Kashgar, Chocorua, Mikado, Omba, several Coasters, and of sundry Re-exports, 


Luronts.—Carcoxs declared.—Glaucus, Djemnah, Peiho, Hesperia. 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 








May 1, 1878. 


Angivat,—(Not reported above)—The M.M. ateamer Tigre, with the Freuch mail of the 22ud March, 
Derartures,—(Not reported abore)—Noue othor than coaaters. 


‘The English mail steamer Grealior takos about 400 bales of Six, 









Firs)-class Credits to Bank, 5s, 6d. 
Hombay Bank, Ks, 3140315. ‘Calcutta 
i Bullion. Gold Peking, 

weight. Mexican dollars, 


Excaxor.—On London, Telegraphic Transfers, 5s. 440. Ban 
Private and Documentary, 5s. Gi. as. Gi. On Paris, Tank, 6.83 
Bank, Re. 3144315. On Hongkong, Bank Wills, demand, 273 ! 
Shanghai ‘Tie, 181.50 per bar of 10 ‘Tis. Shanghai weight. "Bar Si ‘Tie, 111.25 per 100 Th 
‘Shanghai Tle, 72.75 per 100. Carolus, 86.10 per 100. Copper Cash, 1,420 per tae). 








SHARES. 





anal, 1th May, 1878. 
n, for the lat ourrent, ‘Tho markot is firmor, and. 





Hongkong & Shanghai Bank,—Tho only trannaction roy 
shares aro wanted at GO 7%, for canh. ‘Thin in cauned by ps r 

Shanghai Steam Navi \ fow lota (about 400 shares), havo changed hands at: 

Chine Coast Steam N About 20 ahares have boon placed at ‘TSO. 

Shanghai T'ug-Boat Association. —-Sharen aro offering frooly at 'T111, ox dividends. 

Pootung Dock Co.—Thi for caah at ¥88, while holders ask £90. 

Yangtscr Insurance A wusineas has hoen dono, at rates varying from ‘63 

North-China Insurance Co., 1878.—Business at 1,000 is reported. 

Hongkong Fire Insurance Go.—A salo haa boen made at $700, and exchange 7 

China Fire Ingurance Co,—A transaction Is reported at $175, aud exchange 

Chinese Loan of 1877.—We note a alight decliue in this stock, sales haviug beeu made at £1013. 






Hf, ut which there aro buyers, 








to F645, ‘The market is firm, 




















































= = a 
| | Postrros reK 

SHARES. No. Value. | Paid up. * 
| Reserve. |*Recoue ee Closing. 

Hongkong & Shanghai Bank | . ; | 

longkong & Shanghai Bankin 
"Gorperation *| 40,000} $125 ‘31 Dee, © £1 19 Feb.78} 60% prem. 
Steamer Companies 

























{in Liquidati 22,500 | 100 | '30 Dee. . 78} 208 

ina Cosat Steam | 
2100 | ‘31 Dec. 78) 80 
‘900 | 100 | m 

i | 
‘Shanghai Dock Cc 440 | 500} 500) 29,100.00 78) 2124 
Pootung Dock Co. 950} 100} 100) |; . 78) 88 
1,500| 100/100 | 8,640.30 78] 145 
500} 100 | R100 | 4,015.76 78) az 
Ingurance ( Marine. ) i 
China ‘Traders’ Insurance Co, 










{91 July 77} 1,150 


$500 | $125,000. 
27 Apl. 78] 350 


257,000. 


Limite 








ty of Cant 
Yangtaze Insurance Associ 
Chivese Iusurauce Co,, Limited 


Insane (Fire) 
Hongkong Firo In. Co., Limited| 
Chiua Fire In, Co., Limit 






302,00 $26 
00 S14: 























£557.91'30 Dee. 76 




























Amount of Loan. | Nominal Value of | ate of Interest When Payabl Closing. 
Shanghai Mun, Debenturos—Issue 1872, z | 8% 20th April & 3lst Oct. | 104 Nominal. 
Do. 1 x ; H 30th June & Sst Dee. | 100 
Do. 1875) x ! ” (30th June & 3lst Dec. | 105. 
Lyceum Theatre Ordinary Debentures... = } ‘30th June. 
Do. Preferonce do, ri Slat Dee. 
Chinese Imporlal, Goverament Loan 1874, ra | 30th June & 3ist Dee. 
Do. do. 18771 £ 2th A 











* For half-year. + For year J. P. BISSET & Co. 


On Tuesday Mr. F. A. Groom held a public auction of real estate. Tho first lot was a piece of land, situated on the Bubbling 
Woll road, registered at the British Consulate as lot No. 980, title dood No. 973, and containing (as per title deed)'5 mow, 7 fun, 11i, 3baca. 
‘This was sold for ‘Tis. ‘The accond lot was a val roperty, situated in Uongkew, at the junction of the Soward and Dont roade, 
registered at the U.S. Consulato as lot No. 280. and containing (as per title deed) 5 mov, O'fnn, 7 li, 3 haou 5 together with 10 two-storiod 
and 63 singlo-storied Chinese Houses theroon erected. Thie was bought in at Tls. 5,000. 

WeatHer.—Tho weather has generally been fine throughout the weck, but on Friday the larometor fell considerably, and during the 
small hours this morning, a heavy thunderstorm passod over the Settlements, the lightning being intensely vivid and tho thunder deafening, 
‘The rango of temperature has beea from 53 to 77. 
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